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LETTER LIV.

The Bible.—More mischievous when first
translated than it is at present : still
hurtful to a few, but beneficial to many.
~—Opinion that the domestic Use of the

" Scriptures would not le injurious in Spain.

"Tue first person who translated the Bible
into English was Wickliffe, the father in
heresy of Johu Hus, Jerome of Prague,
and the Bohemian rebels, and thus .the au.
thor of all the troubles in Germany. His
bones were by sentence of the Council of
Constance, dug up, and burnt, and the ashes
thrown into a river, near Lutterworth, in
VOL. 11, B
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the province of Leicestershire. The river
has never from that time, it is said, flood-
ed the adjoining meadows : this is capa-.
ble of a double construction; and ac-
cordingly, while the heretics say that tite
virtue of his relics prevents the mis-
chief, the catholics on the other hand
affirm that it is owing to the merit of
the execution. -

It was translated a second time under
Henry VIII. at the commencement of
the schism, and most of the translators,
for many were cngaged, suffered in one
place or another by fire. I would not be
thought, even by implication, to favour
punishments so cruel, which * our age,
when zeal is less exasperated and better -
informed, has disused ; but that the work-
men came-to such unhappy end may be
admitted as some presumption that the
work was not good®. In fact, the trans-

~

* D. Manuel and his confessor have fonlgotten
that this miserable argument, which the catholics

.
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lation of the scriptures produceq at first
nothing but mischief. Then was fully
exemplified what St. Jerome had said so
many. centuries ago. Sola scripturarum

are ready enough to advance when it serves theif
purpose, is equally applicable to all their own mar-
tyrs,and to the Apostles themselves. It may not
be amiss to subjoin here the fine account of the
death of one of these men, John Rogers, prebend
of St. Paul’s, whose martyrdom is thus alleged as a
proof of his having deserved it :

“ He might have escaped, and had many motives,
as his wife and ten children, his friends in Ger~
many, where he could not want preferment, &e.
But being once called to answer in Christ’s cause,
he would not depart, though to the hazard of his
life : from his own house he was removed by Bon-
ner to Newgate amongst the thieves and murder<
ers: he was examined by the Lord Chancellor and
the rest of the Councell, and by them was re-
committed to prison: he was much pressed to re«
cant ; but, stoutly refusing, was first excommunie
cated and degraded, and then condemned : after
which he desired that his wife (to whom he had
been married eighteen years, and by whom he

B2
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ars est, quitm sibi omnes.pa:ssim Judicant.
Hane - garrale -anus,- hanc debirus semex,
. hante sophista verbosws, hame universi preew

DY .o . - -

had ten children, and she being a stranger) might
be admitted to come to him whilst he lived : but
-Stephen Gardener, then Lord Chancellor, would
by no means suffer it. February the fourth, Anno
Christi 1555, he was warned to prepare for
death before he rose: ¢If it be so,” said he, ¢ I
need not tic my points :” and so he was presently
had away to Bonner to be degraded, of whom he
earnestly requested to be admitted to speake with
his wife, but could net prevail. From thencehe was
carried into Smithfield; where scarce being per-
mitted to speake to the people, he briefly persua-
ded them to perseverance in that truth which he
had taught them, which also he was now ready to
seale with his blood : then was a pardon profered
" to him, if he would recant, but he utterly refused
it: his wife, with nine small children, and the
_tenth sucking at her breast, came to him ; but this
sorrowful sight nothing moved hinr; but in the
flames he washed his hands, and with wonderfull
'patience took his death; all the people exceedingly
rejoycing at his constancy, and pmsmg God for
it.”—Abel Redivivus.~TR.
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swmunt, lacerant, dosemt, ante guaw dis»
cant. There seemed to be no end to the
maultiplication of heresies, and the divie
sions aud subdivisions of schism. You
_ remember Feyjoo’s story of the En-
glish house which contained within it-
telf three distinet ehurches, the whelg
family consisting of ouly father, mother
and son. Bellarmine relates one equally
eurious which he heard from a witness
of the fact. The heretical priest was
reading in his cburch, 24is eustomary,
a portion of the English Bible, and it
happened to he the tweunty-fifth chapter
of Ecclesiastious. ¢ Al wickedness is
but little to the wickedness of a womaa.
As the climbing up 8 sandy way is to the
feet-of the aged, sn is a wife full of words
ta a quiet man.—Of the woman came th¢
beginning of sin, and through her we all
die.—~Give the water no passage ; nei-
ther a witked woman liberty to gad
abroad.”” One of his femalg anditors sate -
swellipg with anger titl slie could hear ne
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more. Do you call this the word of
God ?” said she. ¢ I think it is the word
of the devil.” And she knocked down
the Bible and left the church. :
- Butthat the free use of a translation
should do mischief at first,. and more
especially in those unhappy times, is no
argument against it in the present day,
You have asked me what is its effect at
present. I reply to the question with dife
fidence, and you_ must remember that
what'I say is the result of inquiry, not of
observation. ‘ ’

How little the unthinking and ignorant
Part of the community understand their
Scriptures, and they are the majority of
‘every community, you.may judge by this
. example, The fungus which grows in
circular groups, is believed here to start
up in the place where a diminutive race of
beings dance by night, whom they call
Fairies, and who in many things, particu-
larly in their mischievous propensities,
s¢em to resemble our  Duendes. A cler-
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gyman was one day walking with one of
his parishioners over his fields, and the
mau observed as he passed one of these
rings, that the fairies were never seen now,
as they used to be in old times,—¢¢ What
do you mean by old times ?’—¢¢ In the
times of the Scriptures.”—¢ Nay,” said
the priest, ¢ I am sure you never read of
them in the Scriptures.”—¢ Yes, I do,
and I hear you read of them almost
every Sunday at church.”’— You may con~
ceive the priest’s astonishment—¢¢ Hear
me read of them ?”’ he exclaimed. The
man persisted,—¢¢ It is no longer ago than
last Sunday you read about the Scribes and
Pharisees.”

There is another class 'tn whom it is
pernicious : these are they who having
zeal without knowledge think themselves
qualified to -explain difficult texts, and

meddle with the two-edged sword of theo-
~ Jogical controversy. One man, reading
that Christ said ¢¢ My Father is greater
than I,”” without further congideration be-
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gomes an Arian; the phrase ¢ Son of
Man” makes another a Socinian ; a third
extracts Calvinism out of St. Paul.—
There is a sect called Jumpers, who run
out -of their conventicles into the streets
snd highways, shouting out « Glory |
Glory !”” and jumping all the while with,
incessant vehemence till their strength,
is totally_exhausted, 1If you ask the rea-.
son of this frantic_ devotion, they quete
Scripture for it —When Elizabeth heard
the salutation of Mary the most Holy,
the babe leaped in her womb : the lame
man whom Peter and. John healed a
the gate of the temple, leaped, and praised
God : and David danced “before the Ark |
These fanatics are confined to Wales,
where the people are half savages. -
Many of the higher classes live, as you
may suppose, so entirely without Ged
in the world, that to then it would be of
no censequence if the scriptures existed in
no other language than the original Greek
aug Hebrew. Butin all ranks of society
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there are nuarbers 'of ‘persons to whom the
perusal of God’s own word is an inesti-
mable comfort. No book of devotion
would 0 certainly fix their attention ; not
only because ino other can be regarded with
suoh reverence, but also -because none is
in itself so interesting. It is a pleasure
te them, as well as a eonsolation; and
probably some important maxim, some
striking example, nay perhaps even some
divine trith, may be thus more deeply
imprest apon the heart than it others
wige would be, especially in a land where
the priest imparts no domestic instrucs
tions,~his. fumctions being confined to
the church, and the churchyard. Tn
sickness, in sorrow, and in old age)
in resignation under sufferings inflicted, '
. ot in thankfulness for blessings vouch-
safed, they go to their Bible instead of their
beads, with humble hearts and perfect
faith ; fervently feeling all that they une
derstand, and devoutly believing all that
is above their comprehension. These per~
B &
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sons are schismatics, because they were

\ ape . . .
born so ; if it was not their misfortune,

it would not be their crime ; and I hope
I tay be permitted to hope, that im
their case the sins of the fathers. will not
be visited upon the children. He who
has threatened this has promised also to
show mercy unto thousands in them that
“Jove him,—and England has been fruitful
of saints and martyrs,

Do.I.then think, from what the do-
mestic use of the Holy Scriptures pro-
duces in England, that it would be be-
neficial in Spain ?  Speaking with that
diffidence which becomes me, and with
perfect submission to the Holy Church,
I am of opinion that it would. St. Je-
rome indeed has said, Melius est aliquid
nescire, quam cum periculo disoere 3 and
St. Basil has compared the effects of the

- Beriptures upon weak: minds, to that of
strong meats upon a sickly stomach.
But the days of Julian Hernandez amd
Cypriano de, Valera are happily over ; we

ol
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have an authorised translation, free from
- perversion; and were it printed. in a
. cheaper form, I think much of the good
which it does in England would be pro-
duced, and none of the evil, It might
also have the good effect of supplantmg
some of those books of devotion which sa=
vour too much of credulity, and do little
service and less honour to religion. But in
saying this I speak humbly, and with the
most perfect submission to authority.
The English Bible is regarded as one of
the most beautiful specimens of the lan~
guage, which indeed it fixed, The privilege
of printing it is restricted to the two uni-
versmes, and the king’s printer, in order,
I suppose, to preserve the text correct; yet
some impressions once got abroad wherein,
the negative in the seventh commandment
had been omitted, and it was said Thou
shalt commit aduitery. Means have . been.
devised of eluding this exclusive privilege,
byprinting a commentary with the text ;
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and in two magnificent Bibles (the price of
#ne was above thirty pieces of eight 1) this
‘was 80 plainly practised as a mere evasion,
that the.commentary consisted in a single
Jine, in évery sheet, printed in the smalleat
type, and so olose to the bottom of the
leaf that it must be pared off-in binding,
These books are truly magnificent, and
honourable to the state of arts-in the eoun~
try.  But there is a sct of baoksellers in
London, whose main business consists i
publishing worthless- ‘and catch-penny
works for the ignorant in the country, and
these have always a great folio family Ri=~
ble=—as they call it—in course of publica=
tion, ornamented with pitiful. engravings,
and published periodically, -hecause most
of the deluded- people - who purchase it
could not afford to pay: for it in any other

manner. The cover of one of these num-

bers was wrapt round’ some trifling article:
which I bought the other day at a: station-
er’s: it professed to render the mast diffs

-~
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cult passages clear and familiar, to rectify
mistranslations, reconcile the doubtful, fix
“the wavering, confound the Infidel, esta--
blish the peace and happiness of Christian
families in this world, and secure their
¢ternal salvation in the next !

b
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Curiosity and Credulity of the English.—
The Wild Indian Woman.—The Large
Child.—The Wandering Jew.— The .
Ethiopian Savage.—The Great Highk
German Highter- Flighter.—The Learn-~
ed Pig.

My morning’s walk has supplied me with
two jnstances of English credulity. Pass-
ing through St. George’s-fields I saw a
sort of tent pitched, at the entrance of
which a fellow stood holding a board in
his hand, on which was painted in large
letters ¢ The Wild Indian Woman.”—
¢What,” said I tomy companion, ¢ do you
catch the savages and show them like wild
beasts? This ia worse than even the slave-




THE LARGE CHILD, 15

trade!” ¢ We will go in and see,” said he.
Accordingly we paid our sixpence each,
_and, to our no small amusement, found
one of the lowest order of the worst kind
of women, her face bedaubed with red and
yellow, her hair stuck with feathers, drest
in cat skins, and singing some unintelli-
gible gibberish in the true cracked voice
of vulgar depravity. A’ few passers-by,
as idle and more ignorant than ourselves,
who bhad in like manner heen taken in,
were gazing at her in astonishment, and .
listening .open-mouthed to the rogue who
told a long 'atory how she came from the
wilds of America, where the people are
heathen folk and eat one another.—We.
had not gone a mile further before another
showman, with a printed paper on: his
show-bpard, invited our attention again—
¢ To le seen here, the surprising Large
Child.” This was a boy who seemed to
be about four years old ; and because he
was stupid, and could only articulate a few
words very imperfectly, his parents sworg-
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be was only of eighteen monthé-—-nand werd
showing him for a prodigy.

A few years ago there was a fellow mdl
a long beard in London, who professad
himself to be the Wandering Jew. He
did not adhiere to the legend, which wag
of little consequence, as his visitors were
rot likely to be better informed than him«
self,—but laid claim to higher antiquity
than the Jerusalem shos-maker, and de«
clared that he had besn with Noah in the
ark. Noah, he said, had refused to take
him in ; but he got im secretly, and hid
hirself among the bedsts, which is the
reason why his name is not mentioned in
the Bible ;. and while he was there the he~
goat had given him a blow on the fore-
head, the mark of which was visible to
this day. Some person asked him which
country he liked best of all that he had
visited in his long peregrinations : he an-
swered ¢ Spain,* as perhaps a man weuld
have done who had really scen all the
world. But it was remarked as rather ex-
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traordinary that a Jew should prefer the
country of theInquisition. ¢ God blesa you,
sir !’ replied the ready rogue, shakiog his
head and smiling at the same time, as if
at the error of the observation,—¢¢ it was
long before Christianity that I was last in
Spain, and I shall not go thawe a.ga.m tild
long after it is alt over !

Any thing in England will do for a
show. At ane of the .pravincial faire
J. saw a shaved monkey exhibited for a
Fairy ; and a shaved bear in a check waist»
coat and trowsers sitting in an armed chair
as an Ethiopian savage. The .unnatural.
position “te which- the peor animal had
been tortured, and the accursed brutality of
" his keeper, a woman, who sate upon his
lap, put herarm round his neck, and called
him husband and sweet-heart and kissed
him, made this, he says, the most hideous
and disgusting sight he had ever witnessed. .
A fellow at one of these fairs once exhie
bited a large dragon-fly through .2 magyi-
fying glass, as the Great High Germag
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* Highter-Flighters But the most extra~
ordinary instance of witty impudence and
blind curiosity which I have ever heard of,
occurred at Cirencester in the province of
Gloucestershire, where a man showed for
a penny apiece, the fork which belonged
to the knife with which Margaret Nichol-
son attempted to kill the King.

Nothing is tog absurd to be believed by
the people in this country. Some time -

" .ago there was a woman who went about

showing herself for money, with a story

that she had been pregnant three years.

‘There was something extrasrdinary con-

cerning this impostor ; for the house in

‘which she lived, which stood ‘upon the

shore in the province, or shireas it is called

of Sussex, had no other walls or roof than
laths and brown-paper pitched over. It
had stgod three years without injury, when
the person who related this to me saw it.
In the Jast reign * the whole kingdom was

~* This circumstance happened in the latter end
of the reign of George L.—TR.
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astonished by a woman who pretended to
breed rabbits, and the king’s surgeons were
appointed by the state to examine her.—
Many persons are living who can remem-
ber when ‘the people of London went to
see a man get into a quart bottle. This
trick was practised for a wager, which some
one who knew the world ventured upon
jts credulity ; but as impudent a one was
played off by a sharper in the city of Bris-.
tol at a later period. He promised to make
himself invisible, collected a company of
spectators, received their money for admit-
tance, appeared on the stage before them,
and saying, ¢ Now, gentlemen and ladies, .
you see me,”’—opened a trap-door and
descended, and ran off with his gains.
Any thing that is strange, or that is .
called strange, a tall man or a short man,
a Goitre or an Albino, a white negro or
aspotted negro, which may be made‘at any
time with little difficulty and no pain, a
great ox or a fat pig, no matter what the
* wonder be, and no matter how monstrous

?
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or how disgusting, it will attract crowds
- in England. There was a woman born
without arms, who made a good livelihood
by writing and cutting paper with her toes.
One family support ‘themselves by living:
it a travelling cart, made in the shape of

the yessel wherein the English bail water -

for their tea, the spout of which is the
chimney. The learned pig was in his day.
a far greater object of admiration to the
English nation than ever was sir Isaae
Newton. I met a person .once who had
kived next door to the lodgings of this
erudite swine, and in a.house so situated
that he could see him at his rehearsals.
He told me he never saw the keeper beay
him ; but that, if he did not perform his
~ Jesson well, he used to threaten to take
off his red waistcoat,—for the pig was

proud of his dress. Perhaps even Solomoen-

himself did not conceive that vanity was
so universal a passion. .

Yet from this indiscriminate cnvidsity
sewo general good ariscs. Natursl history




THE . LEARNED : PIG. £ 4

has been considerably improved by the
epportunities afforded of exanmnimg rare
saimals, which would not have been
brought from remote countries for the
mere purposes of science. Posture<masters
#nd stone-eaters have demonstrated strange
and anomalous powers in the human bedy}
and thedocility of animals, which has thus
been practised upon for the sake of immes
diate gain, may one day .be applied to bets
ter and more important purposes. Ani-
mals have no natural fear of man :—the
birds on a desert island are as fear]ess as
they were in Paradise, and suffer him to
approach till he knocks them on the head.
The power of the Eastern jugglers, who by
a song call forth the serpents from their
holes, is not more wonderful than that
which has been acquired over bees in
England. The horse of the Arab isas
well domesticated, and as affectionately
attached to his master, as the dog of the
European. The cattle from one end of
Africa to the other are under the most per-
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fect obedience to their keeper; a boy will
collect a herd of athousand by his whistle:
by this easy language they are made to
attack an armed enemy as readily as to
come to their milker; and they have thus
overthrown soldiers who had conquered
the elephants of the East and the cavalry
of Europe. When man shall cease to be
the tyrant of inferior beings he may truly
become their lord,
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Newspapers.—Their Mode of falsifying

. Intelligence. — Puffs.— Advertisements.
~—Reviews, and their mischievous Effects.
— Magazines.—~ Novels.

I uave adhered strictly to J.’s advice re-
specting the literature of this country, and
allowed myself to read nothing but con-
temporary publications, and such works as
relate to my objects of immediate inquiry,
most of which were as little known to him
asto myself. He smiles when I bring
home a volume of Quaker history, or Swee
denborgian theology, and says I am come
here to tell him what odd things there are
in England. It is therefore only of that con-
temporary and perishable literature which
1
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affects and shows the character of the na-
tion that I shall speak. :

Of this the Newspapers form the most
nmportant branch. They differ in almost
every respect from our diaries, and as much
in appearance as ia any thing, being printed
in four columns upon a large folio sheet.
Some are published daily, some twics,
some thrice 3 week, some only on Sun-
days. Seme come out in the morning,
somein the evening; the former are chief-
ly for London, and one is regularly laid
tpon the breakfast table, wet frstn the
press. The revenue which they produce is
almost incredibly - great. At the <com=
encement of the Aimefican war the price
was twopence. Lord North faid-on atam
of a halfpenny, observing, with his charace
teristic' good humour, that nobody wonld
Begrudgeto pay-a balfpenuy for the plemure
of abusing the minister. - This ‘succeeded
so well that another was -sodn. imposeds
making the price threeperice, wiich price
Mr. Pitt has doubled by repeated duties ;

*
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yet the number printed is at-least fout-fold
what it was before they were taxed at all.

- Of those papers for which there is the
greatest sale, from four to five thousand
are printed. It is not an exaggerated cal-
culation to suppose that every paper has
five readers, and that there are 250,000
people in England who. read the news
every day and converse upon it. In fact,
after the. ¢ How do you do?’ and the state
of the weather, the news is the next topic
in order of conversation, and sometimes it -
even takes place of cold, heat, rain, or
sunshine. You will judge then that the
rewspapers must be a powerful political
engine. The ministry bave always the
greater number under their direction, in
which all their measures are defended,
theiv successes exaggerated, their disasters '
eoricealed or palliated, and the most flat-
tering prospects constantly held out to the
‘people. This system was carried to a great

length duriug the late war, If the numbers
YoL. M. c .



26 LETTER LVL

of the French who were killed in the mi-
nisterial newspapers were summed up, they
would be found equal to all the males in
.the country, capable of bearing arms,
Nor were these manufacturers of good
mews contented with slaying their thoa-
sands; in the true style of bombast, they
would sometimes assert that a BRépublican
Army had been not merely cut to pieces,—
.but annihilated. On the otber hand, the
Josses of the English in their continental
-expeditions weve as stydiously diminished.
Truth was indeed alwgys-to be got at by
shose who looked for .it; the papers in
the opposite interest tpld-all which their
oppanents oconcealed, and magnified -on
gheir side to gratify their partisans. The
Eoglish have a marvellgus: faculty of.-be-
Jieving what they wish, and nothing else ;.
for years and years did they believe that
France was, on, the brink of ryin; - now the
governwent was to be pverthrown for wang
of ganpowder, now by famine,noty by thé
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staie of their finances. The Royalistsin Le
Vendée were a never-failing source of hope.
A constant cemmunication was kept up
with them from some of the little islands
on the coast which are in possession of the
English, from whence they were supplied
with money and arms; and the Republican
commander in the district used to farm out
the privilege of going to dine with the
English governor, and receiving subsidies
from him ! Constant disappointment has
us little effeet upon an English~politician
as uporvan alchemist.  Quod vult, credit ;
quod non vult, non credit ; he chuses to be
deceived, not to be told what he does not
wish to hear, and to have allgoodnews mag-
nified, like the Hidalgo, who put on specta-
cles when he ate cherries to make them
seem-the finer. A staunch’ ministerialist
“believes every thing which bis newspaper
tells him, and takes his informatidn and
'his" opinions with the utmiost confidence
from a paragraphwriter, who is - paid for
falsifying the ofic and misleading the other,
Cc 2



20 LETTER LVI.

Cephaleonomancy; or the art of divinationy
by an ass’s head, is a species of art magic
which still flourishes in England.
Public events, however, form but & small
part of the English newspapers, and the
. miscellaneous contents are truly charac-
teristic of the freedom and the follies of
this extraordinary people. In the same
- -paper wherein is to be found a political
essay, perhaps of the boldest character and
profoundest reasoning, you meet with the
annals of the world of fashion ; the history
of my lord’s dinner and my lady’s bali ; a
report that the young earl is about to be
- married, and that the old countess is leav--
ing town ; you have the history of horse-
races, cock-fights, and boxing-matcheg—
information that the king has taken a ride,
and- the princess an airing; a string of
puns, and a paragraph of scandal. Then
come what are called the puffs; that is to
say, advertisements inserted in an unusual
shape, so that the reader, who would else
have passed them over, is taken by sur-
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prise.- Thus, for instance, my eye was
caught this morning with something about
the mines of Potosi, beginning a sentence
which ended in the price of lottery tickets.
Puff-writing is one of the strange trades in
London. A gentleman, who had just pub-
lished a magnificent work, was called upon
one morning by a person whom he had ne-
ver seen before.—¢¢ Sir,”” said the stranger,
¢ I have taken the liberty of calling on you
in consequence of your publication. A
most magnificent book indeed, sir !—truly
superb |—honourable to the state of arts
in the country, and still more so, sir, to
you {—But, sir, I perceive that you are
not quite well .acquainted with the science
of advertising.—Gentlemen, sir, like you,
have not leisure to study these things. I
make - it my particular profession, sir.

An advertisement ought always to be in
_a taking form,—always ; there should be
three different ones to be mserted alter-
nately. Sir, T shall be happy to have the.
honour of serving you,~nothing is to be
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done without ‘hitting' the fancy' of the
public.—My terais, sn‘, are half-a-gmnu
for three.” : : :
. Another professor called upon this
same gentleman; and after he had run

_through the whole rosary of compliments,

opened his business to this effect,—That
a work so superb as the ane in question
must necessarily have its chief sale among

. people of fashion..—¢¢ Now, sir,” said he,

¢ I live very mmch in high life, and have

_the best opportunities of promoting its suc~

eess. I have done a good deal in this way
for Dr. ——. I suppose, sir, you allow
centage ?”’—It proved that he had done a
great deal for the doctor, for he bad received
above a hundred pounds for him, and by
way of centage kept the whole, . -

The advertiszements fill a large part of
the paper, generally two pages, and itis
from these that the main profits both of the
revenue and the proprietors arise. The

-expense of advertising is so great, thatto

aanounce anew book in the regular way
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amounts to no less a sum than thirty
- pounds. The greater the sale of a news-
paper, thé more numerous these become ¢
this renders the paper less amusing, its-
purchasers fall off; the advertisers then
lessen in their turn ; and this sort of rising
and falling is always going on. A selec-
tion of these advertisements would form a
curious book, and exhibit much of the
state of England. Sometimes a gentleman
advertises for a wife, sometimes a lady
for a husband. Intrigues are .carried on
in them, and assignations made between
A. B. and C. D. Sometimes a line of
eyphers appears. Sometimes Yes, or Noy—
the single word and nathing more. At
this very time a gentleman i offering a
thousand pounds to any lady who can
serve him in a'delicate affair ; a lady has
answered him, they have had their meet-
ing, she does not suit his purpose, and he
renews the offer of his enormous bribe,
which in all probability is meant as the
price of some enormous villany.
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Poetry also occasionally appears. I have
copied from one lately an odd epigram,
which plays upon the names of the various
papers.

Alas ! alas! the World is ruined quite !
The Sun comes out in the evening
And never gives any light.

Poor Albion i3 no more,
The Evening Star does not rise,

And the True Briton tells nothing but lies,
Should they suppress the British Press
There would be no harm done ;

There is no hope that the Times will mend,
And it would be no matter
If the Globe were at an end®.

Next in importance to the newspapers

“are the works of periodical criticism,

which are here called Reviews. Till of
late years there were only two of these,
which, though generally in the interest
of the Dissenters, affected something like -

" ® The rhymes in this epigram are so defective
that the translator supposes it must be inaccurately
printed, but he can only copy it as he finds it, not
knowing where to recur to the original. —Ta.
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impartiality. Dyring the late war two
others were set up to exercise a sorj of
inquisition over books which were pub-
lished, as the publication could not be
prevented ; to denounce such as were mis-
chievous, and to hold up their authors to
public hatred as bad subjects. Such zeal
would be truly useful were it directed by
that wisdom which cannot err; but it is
difficult to say whether the infallible into-
lerance of these heretics . be- sometimes
more werthy of contempt or of indig-
nation. Of late years it has become im-
possible to place any reliance upon the opi-.
nions given by these journals, because their
party spirit now extends to every thing;*
whatever be the subject of a book, though
as remote as possible from all topids of
politioal dissension, it is judged of accord-
ing to the politics of the author :—for
instance, one of these journals has pro-
nounced it to be jacobinical to read He-
brew without. points. There are other
reasons why there is so little fiir criticism.
cH
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Many, perhaps the majority, of thése lites
rary censors are authors themselves, and
as such in no very bigh estimation with
the public. Baboons are said to have an
antipathy to men ; and these, wha are the
baboous of literature, have the same sort
of hatred to those whose superiority they
at once feel and deny. You are nat haw-
ever to suppose’ that the general character
of these journals is that of undeserved
severity : they bave as many to praise as
to. blame,. and their. commendations are.
dealt upon the same principle—or want
of principle—as their censures. Eaglandis
but a little country ; "and the communi-
cation between all its pasts is so rapid, the
men of letters are so few, and the circu-
lation of society brings them all so often to
London, as the heart of the system, that
they. are all directly or indirectly known
~ 10 each other ;—a writer is praised becanae
be is a friend, or"a friend’s friend, ar he
must be condemned for a similar reason.
For the most part the praise of these cri=
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tics is milk and water, and’ theit censure:
sour small-beer®. ‘Sometimes indeed they -
deal in stronger materials ; but then the
ol which. Flattery lays on is train oil, and
it stinks : :and the dirt which Malevolence
throws is ordurc, and it sticks. to.herown
fingers. :
. Such journals, even if they were more
- bonourably and more honestly conducted,
must from their.very nature be productive,
mather of evil than of good, both to the’
public and to the persons coneerned in
them. Many are the readers who do not
know, and few are they who will remem-
ber, when they are perusing a criticism
delivered in the plaral language of gutho«
nty, that it is but the opinion of one man
upon the work of another. The public
are deceived by this style. This however
-i8 a transitory evil : the effect of the praise
er censure which they can bestow is neces-
sarily short, and time scttles the question.
* In the original  aguapie, which is to generous
wine what small beer is to ale. Asthisword could

ot be translated, the equivalent one bns been
wsed.—THr,
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when they are forgotten. A more lasting
mischief is, that they profess to show the
reader that short cut to wisdom and know~
‘ledge, which is the sure road to conceit
and ignorance. Criticism is to a Jarge
¢class of men what Scandal is to women,—
and women not unfrequently bear their part
in it ;—it is indeed Scandal in masquerade.
Upon an opinion picked up from these
journals, upon an extract fairly or unfairly
quotedy—for the reviewers scruple not at
) misquotations, at omissions which alter
the meaning, or mispunctuations which
destroy it,—you shall hear a whole com-
pany talk as confidently about a book as if
they had read it, ‘and censure it as boldly
asif they had bestowed as much thought
upon the subject a3 the author himself,
and were qualified, as his peers, to sit in
judgment upon him. The effect which
these journals bave produced is,~that as
all who read newspapers are politicians,
so all who read books are critics.

This species of criticism is injurious to’
the writer ; because, it being understood

0
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that the business of a critic is to pass cen-
sure, he assumes a superiority both of infor-
mation and ability, which it is not likely-
that he possesses in either; except over
such authors as are too insignificant to
deserve notice, and whom it is cruel to
murder when they are dying. The habit
of searching for faults, by the exposure of
which he is to manifest this superiority,
must inevitably injure such a man’s moral-
character; he will contemplate his own
powers with increasing complacency, he
will learn to take pleasure in inflicting pain,
he will cease to look for instruction, he
will ceasc to reverence genius, he will
cease to love truth, Meantime he disguises’
both from himself and the public his
injustice to the living, by affecting for
the dead an admiration which it is not
possible he can feel; just-as the Arian
persecutors of old worshipped the saints,
while they made martyrs.

Perhaps the greatest evil which' this vile-
custom has occasioned is, that by mak-

t
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ing new books one of the mast ordmarp
topics of conversation, it has made people:
neglect all other literature; so that the
‘public, as they call themselves, deriving
. no benefit from the wisdom of their fore«
fathers, applaud with wonder disceveries:
which are pilfered from old authors on
whom they suffer the dust to lie lightly, and.
are deluded by sophisms which have been:
a hundred times eonfuted and exposed.

.. 'The Magazines are more numerous than:
the Reviews, and are more interesting be~:
cause their use is not so temporary, and
men appear inthem in their owncharacters g
it is indeed interesting to see the varieties
of character which they exhibit. The
Monthly and the Gentleman’s are the most.

popular: the latter has been establishéd

about seventy years, and has thereby ac-
quired a sort of hereditary rank of- which:
it is not. likely soon to be dispossessed..
The greater part of this odd journal is
filled with’ antiquarian papers,-—and such
papers '~One gentleman sends a drawing:

\




MAGAZINES, \¢

of his parish church,—as mean a building
perhaps a8 can be made of stone and mor- -
tar, which is drawn in a roost miserable
menner, and engraved in a way quite’
worthy of the subject. With .this he,
sends all the monumental inscriptions in.
the church; this leads to a disenssion
concerning the families of the persons
there mentioned, though they never should.
have been heard of before out of the li-
mits of “their own parish ;—who the son
moarried,—whether the daughter died sin=-
gle, and other matter of equal interest and- .
equal importance. If there he a stane in
the church with half a dozen Gothic let-.
ters legible upon it, and at respectful di--
stances from each other, he fills up the
gaps by conjecture: a controversy is sure
to follow, which is continued till the op-
ponents grow angry, cavil at each other’s-
style, and begin to call names; when the,
editor interferes, and requests permission -
to close the lists against them. The only
valuable part is a long list of deaths and



40 LETTER LVI.

marriages, wherein people look for the*
names of their acquaintance, and which”
frequently contains such singular facts of:
human character and human eccentricity, -
that a very curious selection might be
made from it. The Monthly is more mis-
"cellaneous in its contents, and its corre-
spondents ‘aim at higher marks. Some
discuss morals and metaphysics, others
amuse the world with paradoxes; all sorts
of heretical opinions are started here, agri-
cultural hints thrown out, and queries
propounded of all kinds, wise and foolish.'
The best part is a sort of literary and sci-*
entific newspaper, to which every body’
looks with interest. There are many in-
ferior magazines which circulate ina lower
sphere, and are seldom seen out of it. The
wheat from all these publications should
from time to time be winnowed, and the
chaff thrown away.

Literature is, like every thing else, a
trade in England,—1 might almost call it
a manufactory, One main article is that .

'
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of Novels ;—take the word in its English
sense, and understand it as extending to
four volumes of one continued tale of love.
These are manufactured chiefly for women
and soldier-officers. To the latter they
can do no harm; to the former a great
deal. The histories of chivalry were use-
ful, because they carried the imgagination
into a world of different manners ; and
many a man imbibed from them Don
Quixote’s high-mindedness and emulation,
without catching his insanity., But these
books represent ordinary and contemporary
manners, and make love the main business
of life, which both sexes at a certain age
are sufficiently disposed to believe it. They
are doubtless the cause of, many rash en-
.gagements and unhappy marriages. Nor is
this the only way in which they are mis-
chievous : as dram-drinkers have no taste
for wine, so they who are accustomed to
these stimulating stories, yawn over a
book of real value. And there is as much
time wasted in talking of them as in read-
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ing them. I have heard a party of ladies
discuss the conduct of the characters in a
new novel, just as if they were real pers
sonages of their acquamtance. _

- The circulating libraries consume these
publications. In truth, the main demand
for contemporary literarure comes from
these libraries, or from private societies
insiituted to supply their place, books
being now so inordinately expensive that
they are chiefly purchased as furniture by
therich. It is not a-mere antithesis to say
that they who buy beoks do not read
them, and that they who read them da
not buy them. I have heard of one gen~
tleman who gave a beokseller the dimenw
sions of his shelves, to fit up his library 3
sud of another, who, giving orders for the
same kind of furniture, just mentioned
that he must have Pope, and Shakespere
-and Milton. ¢ And hark’ye,” he added,
« if-either of those fellows should publish
sny thing new, be sure to let me have it,
for I choose to have all their works.”
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Account qf the Quakm.

Tnn most remarkable sect in this land of
sectaries is unquestlonably that of the
Quakers. They wear a peculiar dress,
which is in fashion such as grave people
wore in the time of their founder, "and
always of some sober colour. They never
uncover their heads in salutation, nor in
their houses of worship; they have no
form of worship, no order of priests, and
they reject all the Sacraments. In their
meeting-houses they assemble and sit in
silence, unless any one should be disposed
to speak, in which case they suppose bim
to be immediately moved by the Spirit;
and any person is permitted to speak,
women as well as men. These, however,
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are only a few of their peculiarities. They
call the days of the week and the months
according to their numerical order, saying
that their common names are relics of
idolatry. The English, instead of address-
ing each other in the third person singular,
use the second plural. This idiom -the
Quakers reject as the language of flattery
and falschood, and adhere to the strict
grammatical form. They will not take an
oath ; and such is the opimion of their
moral character, that their affirmation is
admitted in courts of justice to have the
same force. They will not pay tithes;
the priest therefore is obliged to seize their
goods for his due. They will not bear
arms, neither.will they be councerned in
any' branch of trade or manufactory which
is connected with war, nor in any which |
is so dependant upon accident as to partake
of the nature of gaming. They prohibit
" cards and other games, music, dancing,
and the theatre. A drumken Quaker is
mever seen, nor a criminal one ever brought
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to the bar. Their habits of patient and
unhazarding industry ensure success ; and
accordingly they are, in proportion to
their numbers, wealthier than any other
set of people. They support their own
poor, and take the lead in every public
charity. What is truly extraordinary is,
that though they seem to have advanced
ta the utmost limits of enthusiasm as well
as.of heresy, so far from being enthusias-
tic, they are proverbially ‘deliberate and
‘prudent: so- far from being sullen and
gloomy, as their prohibitions might induce
you to suppose, they are remarkably cheer-
ful: they are universally admitted to be the
most respectable seet in England; and
though they have a church without a priest-
hood, and a government without a head,
they are perhaps the best organized and .
most unanimous society that ever exe
isted. \

Were it not for their outrageous -and
insufferably heretical opinions, it might
be thought that any government: would

—
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gladly encourage so peiceable, -so moral,
and 8o industrious a people. On the con-
trary, though they are at present peculiarly
favoured by the English laws, there was
a time when they were the objects of espe-
cial persecution. I will endeavour briefly
to sketch their history ;—it contains some
interesting facts, and may furnish some
important inferences. One of the many
remarkable circumstances belonging to
this remarkable body is, that though they
are now the least literate of all the English
Bects, they possess more ample collections
of their own church history than any other
Christian church, or even than any mo-
hasti¢ order. If the acts of the Apostles
had been as fully and faithfully recorded
es the aéts of the Quakers, what a world
* of controversy and confusion would have
been prevented. ’

George Fox, their founder, began his
kareer during the great rebellion. There’
never was a time in which it could be
more excusable to go astray. - The here-
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tical church of England, by attempting to
assimilate itself to the church of Rome, in
a few forms, while it pertinaciously differed
from it in essentials, and by persecuting
those who refused to submit te those
formis, had provoked a resistance which
eaded in its own owverthrow. Tt was an
age of ecclesiastical anarchy. Hypecrisy
was. the reigning vice ; the least sincere
avere the most zealous : discordant doctrines
wene preached every where, and pious and
humble-minded men, puzzled by this con-~
fusion of errors, knew not which to chuses
They who in this perplexity stood aloof
from any community were so many, that
they were. distinguished by the name of
KSeekers. George Fox seems to have pos~
seéssed much of the geal, she simplicity
and tenderness of the seraphic St. Francis,
{if I may be allowed to compare a hereti¢
with so glorious a saint in his human qua«+
lities,)—but, having no better guide to
follow than his own nature, no wonder
that he was misled. His mind san upon



48 ~ [LETTER LI

religious things when he was but a youth,
and he had leisure to think of them in the
solitary employment of keeping sheep.
At length, unable to bear the burthen of
his thoughts, he went to one of the here-
tical priests and laid open to him the state
of his mind. The priest’s advice was that
he should take tobacco and sing psalms.
In this uneasy state he.abandoned all
other pursuits, and wandered about the
.country in search of truth, which at last,
by following wholly the feelings of his
own heart, he thought he had attained,
During his wanderings he met with many
personsof a similar state of uneasiness; and,
being thus emboldened, began to fancy
- himself divinely commissioned to call men

to repentance,~a commission which he . °

and his followers soon thought proper to
put in execution. Their zeal was not at
-first accompanied with discretion; they
went into the churches and interrupted
the preachers j—there needed not this im-
prudence to provoke men who were already

LN
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sufficiently icritated by " their dectrines,
The priests became their cruel enemies,
and often instigated the people to fall upon
them. The heretics even in their churches
used their Bibles to knock down these en-
thusiasts with; they were beaten down
with clubs, stoned, and trampled upon,
and some of them lost their lives.

The Presbyterians during their short
tyranny treated them with great rigour,
but their greatest sufferings were after the
.xestoration of the monarchy. No sooner
had the heretical hierarchy recovered its
power, than it began to persecute the dis-
senters with such bitterness as the rane:
corous remembrance of its own injuries
excited, Charles willingly permitied this,
because he dreaded the political opinions
of these sectarigns ; it is probable, too,
that as he had been, secretly reconciled to
the true faith, he 'was not displeased to
see a church which dared not pretend to
be infallible, pursuing measures which
nothing but infallibility can justify, thus

VoL, 111, D :
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-accustoming. the' people “ to intolerance,
and weakening heresy: so he protected
the Catholics from the false bishops, -and
left the sectarians to their tender mercy.
Other sectarians made use of every artifice
toescape; but it was contrary to the prin-
ciples of the Quakers to avail themselves
of any subterfuge ; and their dress, lan-
‘guage, and manner -made it impossible
for them to pass unnoticed. The prisons
were filled with them ; the prisons were
then dreadful places ; filth, cold and wet
‘brought on diseases which were aggravated
by the uniform bratality of the jailors;
and in this manner numbers were ' de-
stroyed by the cowardly cruelty of those
.who were ashamed openly to put them to
death.

Erroneous as the prisciples of these peo-
ple are, it was impossible .that any- men
could lead more blameless lives, and dis-
‘play more admirable integrity or more
heroical self-devotement: George Fox
avay more than once set at liberty on his
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bare promise of appearing upon a certain
day to take bis-trial, no other security
being thought-needful ;~~more than orice
opportunities of escaping from prison were
avowedly given him, of which he ‘would
not avail himself ; and a pardon frem the
king offered him, which he refused te
accept, saying, that to accépt a pardon,
would imply that he had eommitted a
crime which néeded it. The usual snare

for them was to tender the oath of supre~ .

macy, a test enacted against the Catholics.
It was in vain that they declared their
full assent to the vile heresy of this oath,
and that they affirmed its substance in
other words; the .act of swearing was
insisted upon, -and for refusing this their
property was _ confiscated, and them-

selves sentenced to perpetual imprison-

ment. No injustice, no cruelty, ever pro-

voked them to anger; they exhorted their

persecutors, but never reproached them.

Instances often occurred of one man’s

offering to suffer confinement for another.
D2
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The prinaiple of selfishness seemed to b
extinguished among them. Even the in-
stincts of resentment and self-defence,
perhaps the most powetful and deeplys
rooted in our nature, they had subdded,
Men who had berne arms and appioved
their courage in battle, not only submitted
to insults and blows themsélves, bt saw
their wives and daughters insulted; beaten,
and trampled upon, without lifting a hand
to protect or revenge them. It wasin
vain to block up’ their meeting-houses }
they met in the open streets, and in oper
day, though sure that soldiers would be
there to arrest, and a rabble to assault
them; and when the parents weéfe cast
into prison, the children voluntarily fol

lowed their example; held their mieetings

in the like manner, and submitted to the
same sufferings, with the same quiet and
unconquerable endurance.

It is worthy of rematk that these excel-
Ient people (ad assuredly they were in every
thing not appeitaining to the articles of
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their faith), while they were thus persecuted
by their brother heretics, were treated by
the true ehurch with a tenderness which
it has never shown towards any oth¥rs,
Two female preachers who went to Malta
tp promulgate their opinions, Were seized
there by the Holy Office and confined,
that they might not pervert others; but
when it was found impossible to reclaim
them, they were set at liberty, and sent
eut of the island. A man in his way from
visiting them landed at Gibralter, which
was then in our possession, and went on
" Holy Thursday into the church, while
the priest was celebrating mass ; he ‘took
off his cloak and rent it, and appeared in
sack-cloth 5 cried out Repentance thrice in
a loud voice, and then returned unmolested
to his ship. One man went to Jerusalem
fo bear his testimony against pilgrimages
at the Holy Sepulchre! Several went to
Rome to convert the pope, for whom they
seemed to be particularly concerned;—they
were safely lodged in the Hely Office, per-
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mitted to write as many memorials as they.
pleased to his holiness and the cardiuals ;
and when they had said all that they had’
to say, they were sent-out of Ttaly. With'
this tenderness did the Church behave to
them, while in England they were whipt
and.imprisoned, and in America put to'
death by the Calvinists. ‘
" Even the infidels respected them. A
woman left her family in the hope of con~
verting the Grand Turk :—he received her
in his camp, gave her audience, listened
to her reapectfully, and dismissed her with
a safe conduct through his dominions.
A ship, of which the master and the mate
were Quakers, was taken by the Algerines,
who put a party of Moors on board to
carry her into Algiers. The crew thought
themselves strong enough to recover the
vessel, and would have attempted to kill
the Moors ; but thesa men, true to their
principle of not fighting, and not hazard-
ing human life, refused to assistin regain~
ing their liberty, except by such means as
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they could conscientiously approve. They
contrived to secure their weapons, and took
possession of the ship. These people
profess also to.act up to the Gospel precept
of returning good for evil ; and in confor-
mity to this the master promised the
Moors that they should not be sold as
slaves.” They put into Majorca, where
the islanders to their great astonishment
found ‘that the prisoners were not to be
sold : they were proceeding to take them
. by force, but these Quakers actually set
the Moors loose from their confinement,
that they might assist in working the ship
out of port and escaping. The rascally
infidels, not in'the slightest degree influ-
enced by this example, attempted twice
or thrice to- become masters again, aud it
required all the authority and exertions of
the Quakers to. prevent their men from
knocking them on the head. At the im-
minent risque of being recaptured, they
stood over to the Barbary coast and landed
tbeir prisoners in their own- country.

’
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King Charles was dining in his.palace at
Greenwich when the vessel came up, and
news was brought him that a Quaker ship
was just arrived which they had won from
the Algerines without fighting. The king
went himself to see it, and when he had
heard the story, told the Quakers they
were fools for letting the Maors go,—¢ You
should have brought them to me,” he
said, ¢ I thought it better for them,”
replied the quaker, ¢¢ to be in their own
eountry.” ‘
One of their tenets is, that man, when
truly born again of the Spirit, is restored
to the state of Adam before the fall; an
error which approximates nearer to' truth,
than the diabolical heresy of the Cal-
vinists and Gnostics. It might lead to
a perilous confidence in those who pre-
sumed they had attained to this state ; but
it must needs produce the best effect upon
the feelings and lives of such as are aspir-
ing to it. The doctrine of inspiration is
more dangerous, but the tenet which for-

~
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bids all violenee prevents those evil conse-
quenees which it might else occasion.—r
. The Quakers were ajways ready to carry a
smessage from the Lord, but they never
thonght of delivering it npon the point of
@ dagger. An individual now and then ap-
peared in sackcloth, crying Repentance, in
the streets. One man in Ireland weat
into a Catholic church, naked ahove the
wvaist, and burning brimstone in a chafing-
dish, as a token to the congregation of
what they were to expect unless they
zepented of their errors. Such extrava-
gancies exposed none but themselves to
danger. :

They lay claim to miracles ; and it is-
. good proof of the fidelity of their chro-~
nicler that none of these miracles can be
considered as impossible, nor even unliker
1y. George Fox came into a house at a time-
when they had bound a madwoman, and
were attempting to bleed her. He address-
ed ber with his wonted gentleness, quieted
" her fears, soothed her, persuaded the peo-
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. ple to unbind her, and converted her to his
own opinions. Fler phrensy neyer returm-
ed ; it had found its proper channel. A
few of their numerous persecutors came
to untimely ends. One in pasticular, who
had been active in tortaring and putting

_them to death in New England, was.thrown
from his horse and killed upon the place of
their execution : it was natural and. per-
haps not erroneous to ascribe this to divine
vengeance. In the days of their persecu-
tion they often denounced a visitation of
pestilence againat London :—a tremendous
plague made its appearance and carried off
100,000 of its inhabitants. As they had
announced it, they naturally thought it
came upon their account. One Thomas
Ibbist went about the streets of the metro-
polis denouncing a judgment by fire. On
the very nextday the fire of London broke .
out which consumed thirteen thousand
bouses. The effect which this produced
upon the prophet authenticates the story. °
So uttesly was he astonished at beholding
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Abe aceomplishment of his prediction, that
his character was totally changed ; he.ime~
médiately conceived himself to be some
4hing more than human, advanced to meet .
the conflagration, haldingout bothhis arms
to stay its progress, and would infallibly
in this deliium have rushed into the
flames, if he had not been carried away
by force.

. The - sufferings of the Quakers ceased
upon the accession of James II., who-
would willingly have purchased toleration |
for the true faith by granting it -to all
others. He favoured .them also for the
sake of one of their great leaders, whose
father had been his personal friend. It is
related of this king, whom the - English
themselves acknowledge to have been the
‘best of his family, that when. one of this
sect was one day addressing him in the. pa-
lace, with his hat on as. usual, the king
toek off his own ; upon which the Quaker
ebserved that the king need not be unco-
wered on his account.. ¢¢ My friend,” re-
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plied James, ¢ you don’t know the custom
of this place ;—only one hat at a time
must be wem here.”
That these people should have borne up
sgainst persecution 33 not wonderful.—
There is a stubborm principle in human
nature, which m 2 good cause is virtue,
und even in an erroneous one is akin to it.
Indeed without persecution, or at least
without oppesitien, the emthusiasm of, a
sect cannot be kept upy,—it is its food
and fuel ; and without it, it must starve
and be extinguished. From the time of
their legal recognition the enthusiasm of
the Quakers ceased. No propheoies have
" since been uttered by them inthe streets,

no testimony borne in sackcloth and ashes §
. the Grand Turk thas been abandoned ito hig
mishelief, and the Pope, notwithstanding
their concern for him, given wp as irre-
claimable. Yet such is the admirable ceco-
nomy of this extraordinary sect, that they
continue to flourish, if net to spread.

. So pure a system of demosracy was ne-

1
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wer elewhere exhibited a8 that of the imter-
nal government of this society. Each pe-
rish regulates its own affairs in a month-
ly meeting, each diocese or district in a
quarterly one, the whole body in a.year-
ly one, which is held in the metropolis.w-
Deputies go from the lesser tothe langer
assemblies ; but every member of the so-
. «iety, who can conveniently, is expeoted
¢o aitend. The women have their meet-
ings in like manner § the equality of thre
sexes inall things being practically acknow-
fedged. -In all other collective bodies the
will of the majority is the law. The Qua-
kers admit ne such’principle : among them
nothing is determined upon unless it is the
sense. of the whole ; and as the good of the
whele is their only possible motive, (for
no member of the dociety receives any
emolpmrent for discharging any office in
1t,) they never fail, whatever difference of
opinion may at first have existed, to be~
come unanimous,

~ Their preaching: strikes a seranger a8 lu-
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dicrous. You may conceive what it mus¢
needs be, when the preacher imagines hinx-.
self to be the organ of inspiration, and,
instead of thinking what he shall say,.
watches for what he believes to be. inter-
nally dictated to him. Nothing in fact
can be more incoherent than their dis-
courses, and their manifest inferiority to.
those of any other séct ought to convince
them of the fallacy of the opinien upon

which they proeceed. That the adinoni-.
_tion of the spirit, in other words the facul-

ty of conscience, when it be wisely and
earnestly cultivated is an infalkble guide of

conduet, may and must be admitted ; but.

that which will make a good man act well,
will not always make him talk wisely. It

is not however the matter of these dis-

coufses which. impresses those who are
disposed to be impressed : knewing the
speaker to be seriously affected, they par-

_ take his feelings,. and become seriously af-..

fected also. Their history affords a curious

Jllustration. of this, The mother of. their-
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chronicler was a Dutchwoman, who being
moved, as she believed, by the Spirit, came
to preach in England in the days of per-
secution. She understood no English, and
therefore delivered herself through an in~-
terpreter.  One day it happened that the
interpreter was not at hand when the call-
came upan her, and the person who at-
tempted to translate her meaning found
that he could not understand her. The
congregation, however, called upon her
to proceed, affirming that the religious
feeling which she impressed upon them
could not be stronger if they had under-
stood her. Inthe hands.of a. lying chro-
nicler this would have been magnified
into a gift of tongues. The story is- nog
the less valuable, though it may provoke.a
smile. N
The chief cause which exasperated the,
clergy se greatly against them,. was their
obstinate refusal to pay tithes, and this is.
now operating to diminish the sect. Could
they be content. to, .pay,- and salve their
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comseiences by protesting against it, aff .

would go on smoothly ; instead of this,
they suffer their goods to be distrained and
sold upon the spot ; by which they sustaia,
- a loss themselves, and tempt others to pro-
6t fravdulently at their expense. The con-
sequence is, that the Quakers have wvery
~ generally forsaken the country and taken

up their abode in oities. This is doubly

detrimental to them. These who remain
in the country are left asinsulated families,
and zeal even more than gaiety requires
the stimulus of fellowship. By their laws,
any one -who marries out of the pale of the
society is dismissed from it ; but these
families who live apart from their feHows
are likely to fdll off on this account for
want of seighbourhood. They who are

collected in cities, are lessened by another

cause. Their principles exclude them
from all prefessions except that of physic,
in which few only.can find employment :
eommerce therefore may be counsidered as
their sole purgpit their plainand moderate

i
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babits lessen expense, and their industry
insures success ; they grow rich, and their
children desert the society. The children
of the rich find its restraints irksome, and
are converted—not by strong argument,
not. by incontrovertible authority, not by
any honourable and worthy sense of duty,
but by the pleasures of the card-table, the
ball-room, and the theatre. But the great
agents in converting young Quakers to the
established Church of England are the tai~
lors. The whole works of Bellarmine could
not produce such an effect upon them’as a
pattern-book of forbidden cloths and
‘buttons. Nor could any reason be urged to
them so foreible as the propriety of appear-
ing like other people, and conforming to
the strict orthodoxy of fashion.

Odd as it may seem, this fecling has far
more influence among the men than
among the women of the society. The
women who quit it usually desert for love,
for which there is this good reason, that
the Quakers have oo much neglected the
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education of their sons. Women are easily
converted in their youth; they make
amends for this plianey as they advance
in life, and become the most useful diffu-
sers of their own faith.

The diminution of the sect is not very
_manifest; and it is kept up by proselytes
who silently drop- in, for they no' longer.
seek to make converts, and are even slow
in admitting them. Perhaps these new
members, if they are sufficiently nume-.
rons, may imperceptibly bring them near-
er to the manners of the world ip their ap-
pearance, and thus lessen the. main cause
of their decline.
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. Winter Weather .-——Snow .—Christmas . —=
Old Customs gradually disused.
Jan'2, 1808.
“Jr you would live in health,” says the
proverb, ¢ wear the same garment jn sum-
mer which you wear in winter.” It seems -
as if the English had some such fool’s.
adage, by the little difference’ there is be-
tween their summer and their winter ap-
parel. The men, indeed, when they go
abroad put on a great coat, and the women
wear muffs, and fur round the neck ; but
all these are laid aside in the house. I no
longer wonder why these people talk so
much of the weather; they live in the
most inconstant of all climates, against
which it is sodifficult to take any effectual
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precaution, that they have given the mat-
ter up in despair, and take no precautions
atall. Their great poet, Milton, deseribes
the souls of the condemned as being hur-
ried from fiery into frozen regions : per-
haps he took the idea from lis own feelings
on such a day as this, when, like me, he
was scorched on one side and frost-bitten
on the other ; and, not knowing which of
the two torments was_the worst, assigned
them to the wicked both in turn. % Why
do you not warm yeur rooms like the Ger-
mans,” Isay to them, ¢ and diffus¢ the
heat equally on all sideg 2”’ #¢ Oh,’” the re«
ply, ““it is so dismal not to see the fire |”
And so for the sake of seeing the fire, they
are eontented to be half starved and half
xoa_lxsd at the same time, and to bave more
- women and children burnt to death in one
year than all theberetics who ever suffered
in England in the days when heresy wag
thought a crime.
.. I'happened to sleep in the country when
the first spow fell ; and in the morning

\
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when I looked out of window every thing
+ was white, and the show flakes like feae
thers floating :and falling with as endless
and ever-varying motions as the dancé of
musquitos in a summer eveping. “jnd
this mockery of life was the only appears
ance of life; and indeed it seemed as if there
could be nothing living in such a worlds
The trees were tlothed like the earth, every
bough, branch, and spray ; except that
side of the bark which had not been ex+
‘posed to the wind, nothing was to be seen
but what was perfectly and dazzlingly
white ;3 and the evergreens in the garden
were bent beneath the load. White moun-
tains in the distance can give no idea of
this singular effect. I was equally dew
lighted with the incrustation upon the ine
side of the windows. Nothing which Thave
ever seen equals the exquisite beauty of
this frost-work. But when I returned to
London the scene was widely different.—«
There the atmosphers is sb full of soot from
the earth ooal, that the stiow is sullied a8
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it falls; men were throwing it from the
top of every house by shovels full, lest it
should soak through the roof j~~and whea
it began to melt, the streets were. more
filthy and miserable than I could heve cbn-
ceived possible. In wet weather women
wear a clog, which is raised upon an iron
ring about two inches from the ground;
they clatter along the streets like horses.
. The cold in this country is intense ; arrd
because it is not quite severe enough te
_nip offa man’s nose if he puts it out of
doors, they take no precautions against it,
and therefore suffer more than the Ger-
mans or Russians. Nay, the Russian sol-
diers who were in England during the late
war died of the cold ;  they had been ac~
customed to their stoves and their furs, for
which regimentals @nd English barracks
were such bad substitutes, ‘that they sick-
ened and died off like rotten sheep. Li-
quids freeze in the house. My water-bot~
tle burst last night with a loud report. An

exorcist would have taken it for a signal

e gt—
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. ¥un .of the enemy, and have discharged a
volley of apathemas. in returns 1 was
startled, and could not divine the. cause
till day-light explained it.

" 1 happened to go into a pastrycook’
shop one morning, and .inquired of the
mistress why she kept her window open
during this severe weather—which I ob-
served most of the trade did. She told
e, that were she to close it, her receipts
would be lessened foriy or fifly shillings a
day ;—so many were thepersons who took
yp buns or biscuits as they passed by and
threw their pence in, not allowing them-
selves time to enter. 'Was there ever so

. imdefatigable a people |—I may here men-
tion, that the first confectioner. who ever
carried on the trade in England was a Spa+ .
niard, by name Balthezar Sanchez, who
founded a hospital near London at the close
of the sixteenth century. Some of the
English sweetmeats ¢xceed ogrs: the cur-
rant and the raspberry, fruits which flou-

rish in a eold climate, form deligious pre~

-
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serves. Their iced creams also are richer
than our iced waters ; but these northern
people do not understand the management
of southern luxuries ; they fill their cellars
with ice instead of snow, though it is pto-
cured with more difficulty and greater ex«
pense, and must be broken to the consist<
ency of compressed snow before it cm
be used.

- Just at this tnme these shops are filled
with large plum-cakes, which are crusted
over with sugar, and ornamented in every
possible way. These are for the festival of
the kings, it being part of an Enghshman’s
religion to eat plum- cake on this day, and
to have pies at Chiistmas made of meat
and plums. This is the only way in which
these festrvals are celebtated ; and if the
<hildren bad ot an interest in keeping it

up, € even this woull soon be disused. Al
persons say how differently this season
was observed in their fathers’ days, and
speak of old ceremonies and old festivities
as things which are obsolete, The cause
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is obvious. In large towns the population
is continually shifting ; a new settler nei-
ther continues the customs of his own
province in a place where they would be
strange, nor adopts those which he finds,
because they are strange to him, and thus
ell local differences are wearing out. In
the country, estates are purchased by new
men, by the manufacturing and mercantile
aristocracy who have no family customs to
keep up, and by planters from the West
Indies, and adventurers from the East
who have no feeling connected with times
and seasons which they have so long
ceased to observe.

Perhaps no kingdom ever experienced so
great a change in so short a course of years
without some violent state convulsion, as
England has done during the present
reign. I wish I could procure materials to
show the whole contrast :—A metropolis
doubled in extent : taxes quintupled ; the
value of money depreciated as rapidly as if
mew mines had been discovered ; canals cut

VOL. III. B
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from one end of the island to the other; -
travelling made so expeditious that the in-
ternal communication is tenfold what it
was 3 the invention of the steam-engine,
almost as great an epocha as the invention
of printing ; the manufacturing system car-
ried to its utmost point ; the spirit of com-
merce extended to every thing 5 an empire
lost in America, and another gained in the
East: these would be parts of the picture,
The alteration extends to the minatest

- things, even to the dress and manners of

-

every rank of society.



" LETTER LIX.
Yot

Gords,-- W bish,-=Treatises upon this Game.
—Pope Joan.—Cards never ysed on the
. Sablathy and hequily tazed—dce of
Kpades. ’

“Tur English cards are, like the French,
fifiy-two in number. They differ from
them in the figured cards, which are
whole-length, and in the clumsiness of
their fabric, being as large again, thick in
‘proportion, and always plain on the back.
Our names for the suits are retained in
bothr countries; and as only with us the
names and the figures correspond, and our
words for cards (naypes) is unike that iri
any other European language, we either
invented or first received them from the
‘Orientals.

Gam’olmg, dancing and huntmg are as .

E2
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‘favourite pastimes among the English as
among avages. The latter of these sports
must of course be almost exclusively the
amusement of men ; dancing requires youth,
or at least strength and agitity ; but old
and young, hale and infirm, can alike en-
"joy the stimulus of the dice-box or the
card-table. A
Fashion, which for a long time appoint-
ed the games in this country, as it does
every thing else, seems here at last to have
Jost its fickleness. Ombre, Basset, and
Quadrille had their day ; but Whist is as
much the favourite now as when it was Best
introduced. Casino came in from Italy,
Jike the opera, and won over many fe-
males ; but, like the opera, though it be-
came fashionable it never was fairly natu-
ralized, and whist still confinues peculiarly
the game of the English people. It suits
the taciturnity and thoughtfulness of the
national character ; indeed its name is de-
rived from whishk, a word or rather sound.
which they make when they would en-
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join silence*. Not a word is spoken du-
ring the deal, unless one of the party,
happeningto be of irascible temper,lshould

find fault with his partner—for people of
the politest manners sometimes ~forget
their politeness and their manners at cards. -
The time of dealing, if silence be broken,

is employed in discussing the politics of
the last deal. Whatever the stake may be,

the men usually increase it by betting
with some by-stander upon the issue of
the rubber, the single game, and sometimes

the single deal; and thus the lookers-

‘on-take as much interest in the cards as

the players themselves. : .

A certain person of the name of Hoyle
wrote a treatise upon the game, about half
a century ago, and laid down all its laws.
‘These laws, which like those of the Medes
and the Persiang alter not, are constantly
appealed to. Few books in the language,
or in any language, have heen so fre-

* It seems, by this etymology, as if some person
had been fooling the author’s curiosity.—Tr.
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quently printed, still fewer so ititently
studied: Compendiums have been miade of
& pocket-size for the convenlence of ready
teference ; these are very numerdus ; the
tnost estcemed is by Skort*. But though
these laws are every where received as eds
nomical, ah old Welsh barintt who ustd
to play cards six days ih the wedk; and
talie physit on the goventh, thdse some
few years sinee to. sut up a heresy of his
. owh iti opposition. It vonsisted in redues
itig the nuiwber of poitsts frotn ten to sik,
allowinp nd hotiouts to be counted, add
detertining the wrump by drawing 4 card
from the other pack, se that the dealér
Rud no advantage,; dnd all chance was as
far g6 possible pretluded. Whether this
" was cohsidered bs suvouring too mirch of
equblity ahd Jocobinism I knew noy Bat
homade few presalytes, and. the dcHism
expired with him. He himself called it
Ratiohal Whist 5 his friends, in a. word of

* The authior has nkistalien Bob Elrort for i real
name.—IR.
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contemptuous fabrication, denominated it
his whimsy-whamsy.

- Of the minor games I have only néticed
two as remarkable, the one for its name,
which is Pope Joan ; a cwrious instance of

. the mean artifices by which the heretics
mill contrive to keep up a belief in this ex-
ploded fable. They call her the curse of
Scotland; so the legend, fabulous as it iy, has
been still more falsified. The other game js
called @ fear* ; each person stakes a certain
sum, a card is named, and the pack spread
upon the table ; each draws one in succes-
sion, anpd he who draws ‘the lot loses and
retives: this is repeated till the last survivor
femaind with the pool, The pleasure of
the game consists in the fear which each '
person feels of seeing the fatal card turned

.up by himself, and heuce its name.

Their great poett speaks of an old age

® Un espanto is the original phrase. Not knowing
the game, the translator suspects‘he has not hit
upon the right name ~~Tr,

+ Alexander Pope.
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of cards as the regular and natural destiny
of his countrywomen,—what they all come
to at last. This is one of the effects of
their general irreligion. When I have
seen a palsied old woman nodding over
these Devil’s-books, as the puritans call
them, I could not but think how much
better her withered and trembling hands
would be employed in telling 2 bead-string,
than in sorting clubs and spades ; and it
has given me melancholy thoughts, to
think that the human being whom I be-
held there with one foot in the grave, had
probably never a serious thought upon any
other subject. The more rigid dissenters,
and especially the Quakers, proseribe cards
altogether ; some of the old church people,
on the contrary, seem to ascribe a sort of
sacredness to this method -of amusement,
and think that a Christmas-day cannot be
duly celebrated withoutit. But a general
and unaccountable prejudice prevailsagainst
the use of them on Sundays. I believe that
bhalf the people of England think it the very
essence of sabbath-breaking.
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Nothing is taxed more beavily than cards
and dice; avowedly for the purpose of dia-
‘ceuraging gambling. Yet the lottery is one
of the regular Ways and Means of governe
‘ment ; and as men will gamble, -in some
shapeorother, it should stem that the wisest
thing a Government can do, is to encourage
that mode of gambling which is most ad-
-vantageous. to itself, and least mischievous
#o the people. If cards.were lightly taxed,
so as to be sold as cheaply here as they are
in our country, the amusement would, as
with us, descend to the lowest class. of so-
cigty, and the consumption be increased in

proportion. The revenue would be no loser, -

.and the people would be benefited, inas-
-much as some little degree of reflection is
‘mecessary to most ‘games ; and for those
-who.now never think at all, it.would be
.advancing a step in intellect and civiliza-
.tion, to think at thejr sposts. . Besides
this, cards are favourable to habits: of do-
mestication, and the mechanic would not
so often spend his evenings in the
chimney corner of the alehouse, if he
RS
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<oeld have this amuseinest by his 6wn
“fire-bide: .

Afl thre insighia 6f taxation are conferved
wpon the ace of opades; which is igint
‘with the gdtter, cheircled with Jawrals, and
surmouhted with the crawn, the king’s
name-above, and his motvo heveath 3 bt
wisder o, and over ally dwd arcusd afl, you
read every twhdre ¥F sikpence, sldiviewil
duty I 'which suid sivpthces have beeh
laid oh ¢ ofeen, thet havikg ho room for
theiy irrcrease wpon the eurd, whey acw
ornimesrt the weapper ¢ odivch the Phek
is wold with stawwps.. Once ih & fitons
‘Woede whiere cards wese ¥ seldotn uwed
that a pack lasted hulf a ednvary, I'saw
An ace of spades, plai like the other
aces : they told e it was always made sb
ih fotarer limes,—ua proof that when it was
ehosen) to Bedt thuse badpts of buhen-
sbifit distitietion, -4uadiille, oF sotne ‘Otie
of its fatnily, wagihe fashionable yhtne,

I
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"Growth of the Commercial Interest.—IFa-
. mily Pride almost extinct.— Effect of
_heavy Taxation.~Titles indiscriminate~
ly granted.—Increase of the House of

Peers.

T ae commercial system has Tong been *
underniming the distinction of ranks in

society, and introdicing a worse distinctian

in its ‘stead. Mushrooms are every day -
sarting wp from the dunghill of trade,
nobody knows bow, and family pride is
. therefore become 2 common subject of
ridicule.in England ; the theatres make it
the objeot of a safe jest, sure to find ap-
plause from the multitude, who are ever
desirous of depreciating what they do not
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possess ; and authors, who are to them-
selves, as one of their own number says,
“ A whole Welsh genealogy alone,”

continue to attack as a prejudice a feel«
ing, which, as philosophers, it is now
time for them to defend. That the new
gentry of the country should join in
-this ridicule ought not to be- wondered
~at, He who has no paternal oaks
has reason to prefer the poplars of his
own planting, and may well like to
expatiate upon the inconvenience of an
old family house, long galleries, huge
halls, and windows which none but the
assessor can count, in his own villa, which
is built to the pattern of the last tax upen
light, and where the stucco upon the walls
is hardly dry. But that the true gentlemen
of England should so readily yield up their
own precedency to vulgar opinion is in-
deed extraordinary. Nothing, however, is
now valued for being old. The windows
and the whole front of the mansion must
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" be modernized ; the old avenues of elms,
which two centuries have just brought to
their full perfection, are sacrificed to a
hatred of uniformity; apd the yew hedges,
which have been clipt year after year till
they formed.a thick and impenetrable
-wall, are levelled and shorn smooth away.
The fashion of the furniture must be
changed ; even the old plate must be melt-
‘ed down, and recast in the newest shape;
‘and an English Esquire would as soon
walk abroad in his grandfather’s wedding,
suit, as suffer the family Tree to be seenin’
his hall. - o

This degeneracy of feeling is confined
‘to the English, and bas not yet extended
to the Scotch, or Welsh, or Irish. That

“it is not necessarily and unavoidably pro-

- duced by commerce seems to be proved

by the instances of Genoa and Venice;

but the commercial spirit was never so uni-

-versal in .those states asit is in England,

where it extends to every thing, and poi-

sons every thing:—literature, arts, religion,
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goverment are alike tainted, it is a Jues
.which .hes got into the system of the
country, and is retting flesh and bone,
. T the celestial hierarchy, we are¢ told,
‘the gradatioas, theugh infivite, are imper-
¢eptible § s0 gradual is the ascent, and so
beautiful and perfact is order in heaven.
Experience shows that somethiag hke this
dd desirable in civil sdciety; atleast, where
:thre lients of rank are anost strongly mark-
-od, there in there the worst tyrary and the
most abjebt misery, as amoeng the casts of
" Hindestan, Towatds this evil the English
"are tending; the commercial systém em-
eroaches on the one hand upon the aristo-
cracy, and on the dther it treads down the
‘paasants, and livtké landholders, the yeo-
smanry as tbey wete called, who wepe onve
‘the strength of England. EHalf a centuty
ago the country -was divided into small
Sarms ; here was a race of men above the
Jdabourets, though labourers themselves;
vt baperior to -their hinds m maaners or
edocistion, apd- living at dhe same table

<
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“with thtem, but s6Hl ih indépendence, and
with thm feclmg of independence which
was the pride df tht country, and which
Tias tade the vountry what it is,  These
men have dnappeared since agrivelture
has beconre a trading speculation: field
has been joined to field; 2 mbméyed farmer -
eomes, like Adron’s rod; dnd swallows up
] wittiin his resek. Agticulters is cere
winly matemally itnproved; whether the
markets be better supplied or not is disptnts -
ed; there is less tompetition, and the riok
ealtivator ta withhold produce which his
pooret predecessor st have hrouphe to
Bsle. Pn ¥his point :perhaps the advantagte
and disadvimeages may be equal, Bot abie
etidl i3, that there is one gradation ‘the.lem
fn socittys that the svond step in the
fadder is taken wwhy, And this evil s felt
atd ackmowledped : thie Yace of domessic
Yervhits were Tormerdy the obibdren of
these fitle Tarfaers 5 thty were ‘deoently
ahd religiousty eduvaved; Wnd beexuve they,
weteof respectable pariiage, they poss
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sessed a sort of family pride which miade
them respectable themselves. But the la-
bouring and manufacturing poor have no
leisure to breed up their children religious-
ly, and no means to do it decently, and a
very general depravity of the servants is
complained of.

The gentry of small fortune have alse
disappeared. The colonial war bore hard
upon them, but the last has crushed them.
Inheriting what to their forefathers had
been an ample subsistence, they have
found themselves step by step curtailed
of the luxuries and at last of the comforts
. of  life, without a possibility’ of helping
themselves. For those who were arrived
at manhood it was too late to enter. into
any profession ; and o embark what they
possessed in trade was hazarding all, and
putting themsclves at the mercy of a part-
per. Meantime year after year the price
of every article of necessary consumption
has increased with accelerating rapidity :
education has become more costly, and at
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_the same time more indispensable ; and’
taxation year after year falls heavier, while
" the means of payment become less. In
vain does he whose fatber has lived in opu-
lence, and whom thevillagers with heredita-
ry respect still address bat in hand, or bow
to as they pass,—in vain does he put down
the carriage, dismiss the footman, and
block up windows even in the house front.
There is no escape. Wine disappears
from his side-board ; there is no longer a
table ready for his friend ; the priest is no’
longer invited after service ;—all will not
‘do : his boys must out to sea, or seek their
fortune in trade ; his girls sink lower, and
become dependents on the rich,” or main-
tain themselves by the needle, while he
mortgages the land, for immediate subsist-
ence, deeper and deeper as the burthen of
‘the tignes presses heavier and heavier ;—
and happy is he if it lasts long enough te-
keep him from absolute want before he
sinks into the grave,
While one part of the community is
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thus depressed by the effects of war, and
the commercial system, and the dimi-
nished value of money, they who are in
the lucky scale rise as others. sink; abd
serchanits and benkers and coatractors
make their way by wealth ¢ven inte the
sanks of nobility. James. 1., whom: we
eompelied to cut off thehwad of the Rae
legh, being perpetvally at  his shifts to
supply the extravagance of his infamous
favourites, invented the ttle of bdromet,
and offered fifty of shese tithes for sale ata
. thousand pounds each,in thuse days a
waighty sam.™ This tithe has never indeed
sitice beant publicly put up to sale, yet it
is atill 1o be purchased ; and as one of the
expedients during the American war, it is
known that the thea minister, Baving no
readier means of rewarding one of his
adherents; gave him the blank patent of
a baronetcy, to make the most of, and fill
up with what name he pleased. It is true
that the title confers no power, the holder
. still continving & commoner; but when
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hotoraty digtinetions are thus disposed of,
they couse to ba henotitable,  Knighthood
1s Here bestowed indiscriminately upon the
greatess dnd the sheanest occasions : it was
conferred upoa Sir Sidney Smith, who
stopt the progress of Bomaparte in Syria
and drove hin fromm Acrd; and it is lavishe
‘wupon ewery pt'ovimm merchant who
eumes P with an addreds from bis native
tify to the king apon any subject of pube
lid eohgeatuiation. This title, which ¢one
Mfd in afining Siv to -the proper mame (a
word equivalent in its commion occeps
tatlon to Bedvr), differs from the barotetey
in hot being hereditary j but, us I havt
before siid, whoever ¢hooses to pay the .
price m¥ay entail it upon his children.
The indisofinate admission to nobic
lity ik a ptactive which produdes the same
isclifévous effect upon publie epinion.
They must be short<sighted politiciatis whe
do-nvt see that, if they would have no-
bility respected, they should reserve it as”
" the tewatd of great and signal ecrvices;
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that it is wonstrous to give the same ho-
nours and privileges to a ‘man because he
has the command ‘of three or four bo-
roughs, as to Neison for the battle of
the Nile. This however is not all the evil ;
the political system of the country is al-
tered by it, and the power of the old no-
bles gradually transferred to a set of new
men, to an aristocracy of wealth. The
Lords in England form the second -power
in the state, and no law can be enacted till
it has received theip approbation. About
a century ago the party in opposition to the
crown was known to be the strongest-in
the house of lords,-and the queen, know-
jng that her measures would else be out-
voted, created twelve new peers, who
turned the scale. This open and undis-
guised exertion of the prerogative, to the
actual subversion of the constitution as it
then stood, provoked nothing more than a
sarcasm. When the first of these new
peers gave his vote upon the question, one
of the old nobles addressed himself to the
5 )
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vest, and said, ¢ I suppose, gentlemen,
you all vote by your foreman,” alluding
“to thieir number, which. was- the same as
that of a common jury. This practice of
granting peerages has been more frequent
during the present reign than at any for-
mer period, not less than three-fifths of
the house of lords having been created,
and the number is every year increased.
But to the old aristocracy of the country
every new-creation is-a diminution of their
power and weight in the political scale.
_ This evil will eventually occasion its own
remedy ; the lords will become at last too
numerous for one assembly,  and sooner
or later some mode of election for seats
must be resorted to for the younger peers,
a8 is now the ¢ase in Scotland.

Agur prayed to the Almighty to give
him neither poverty nor .riches, and the
wisest of mankind Tecorded his prayer for
Aitg wisdom. That which is wisdom for an
individual must be wisdom for a nation,
- for wisdom and morality are not variable,
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‘There are toe much riches and (0o much
poverty in England ; and were there less
of the one there would be less of the
other. Tyxation might be so directed as
to break down the great prepertigs, and
counteract the. law of primogenityre.—
Without that Taw ne eountry can -emesrge
fom barbarism, (unless, as in Reru, ne
right. of individual preperty be. acknow-
jodged,) and, in emsh estates, it scems
advisable that it should slways held good §
bt when a nation hasattained to that state
of improvement which England haes, the
operation of the law is mischievous, So¢
ciety has outgrown it. But thus it is that,
retaining mstitutions after their utility has
ecased, man is orippled on his mareh, by
fettering, like the Chinese women, the
feet of maturity wlth the ahoes of child-
hood,
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Despard’s -Conspiracy.— Conduct of - the
Populace on that Occasion.—War —The
Question examined whether England is
in Danger of a Revolution.—Ireland.

A moer extraordinary conspiracy to kilt
the king and te overthrow the government
has been detected. A oertain Cplencl
Despard and a fow soldiers weee the only
persons conocerned. | This man had for
many yeard been ¢the object of suspicion,
and had at different times been confined
2. 3 dengevous pereon. ‘Whether hie-
-designs were always treasonable, or whe-
ther he was goaded on by a frantic desire -
of revenge for what he had suffered, cere
tain i is that he gorrupted some of the
king’s guasds te fiee at him in his carriage,
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from a cannon which always stands by the
pa‘ace. Tf it missed, the others were to
be ready to dispatch him with their
swords. The scheme had epread no furth-
er than this handful of associates; and
they trusted to the general conmfusion
which it would occasion, and to the tem-
per of the mob. These facts have been
proved by the testimony of some of the
parties concerned. Despard on his “trial
steadily denied them, and laid a not un-

- reasonable stress upon the .absurdity of

the scheme. The jury who- pronounced
him guilty unaccountably recommended
him to mercy ; he, however, and some of
his accomplices have suffered death. The
rest, it is supposed, will be pardoned ¥,
With such lenity are things conducted in
England. No arrests have followed, no

~ ® One of these men has just been transported
(Dec. 1806), having remained in the Tower since
his conviction, upon the allowance of a state pri-
soner. His expenses it is to be hoped are charged
o0 the natien among the Exéraordinaries—TR.
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alarm has been excited; the people ‘are
perfectly satisfied of his guilt, and only say
‘What a blessing that it did not happen
under Pitt |—Never had a nation a more
perfect confidence in the: rectitude of their
minister.

The executipn was after the ordinary
manuer, with this difference only, that the
eriminal after he was dead was beheaded,
‘and the head held up with this proclama-
tion, ¢ This is the head of a traitor.””. He
addressed the people from the scaffold,
solemnly protested that he was innocent,
and that he died a martyr to the zeal with
" which he had ever been the-friend of their
liberties. If revenge were the rooted pas-
sion of his soul, never was that passion
more strongly exemplified than by this
calm declaration of a dying man, which
was so well calculated to do mischief,—
and had it been under Mr. Pitt’s admini-
stration, a great' part of the nation would
have believed him. What is most extra-
ordinary is, that the mob applauded him

. VOL. 111, P
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while he spoke, took off their hats as if in
respect when he snffered, and hissed the
executioner when he held up his bloody
head. They burnt one of the witnesses
in effigy,—and attended the body te the
grave, -as if they had been giving hiin the

honours of a public funeral.

‘ R SR E
The English are going to war. To the
utter astonishment of every body the king
has informed parliament, that formidable ar-
maments are fitting out in the French ports,
and that it is necessary to prepare against
them. There is not a syllable of truth in

© . this, and every body knows it; but every

thing in this country is dowe by a fiction ;
the lawyers have as complete a mytholegy
of their own as the oM poets, and every'
trial has as regular a imachimery as the
fliad. That war will be the vesult is act
woubted, because it is well known that
the ministry are disposed ‘to be at peace.
" They have given a decisive proof of this
by :provecating M. Peitier for a likel upon
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the first consul ; it is therefore reasonably

'supposed, that after 2 measure so repugnant
a8 this to English feelings, and to English
otions of the freedom of the press, has
been adopted to gratify the first consul,

. mothing but necessity could indute them
to abandon their pacific system,

This sudden turn of political affairs has
‘greatly raised the reputation of lord Gren-
ville aud his party. It now appears that’
“he prophesied as truly of the peace as M¢,
Fox did of the war, The curse of Cagsan+
*dra lay upon both ; arid it scems as if the
"English, like the Jews of old, always were
to have prophets, and ncver to believe

them. The peace, however, short as its
-duration has been, has been highly bene-
ficial. - The English are no longer a divi-
“ded people. They are ready and alinost
eager for the tommencement of hostilities,
because they are persuaded that war is
unavoidable. The tremendous power of
France seems rather to provoke than alarm
_them: volonteers are arming tvery where;
rs
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.and though every man shakes his head
when he hears the taxes talked of, it is
.evident that they are ready to-part with
‘half they have, if the national exigencies
- call for it.

-8till the circumstances whnch occurred
upon Despard’s execution may give the
.English government matter for serious
reflection. There is no longer a party in
‘the country wha are desirous of a revolu-
tion, and as eager as they were able to dis-
seminate the perilous principles of Jaca-
.binism. Bonaparte has extinguished that
.spirit ; he has destroyed all their partiality
for the French government, and Mr. Ad-
.dington has conciliated them to their own.
Never was there a time when the English
were so decidedly Anti-Gallican, those
very persons being the most so who for-
“merly regarded France with the warmest
hopes. 'Whence then can have arisen
this disposition in the populace, unless it
be from the weight of taxation which af-
fects them in the price of every article of
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life,~—from ‘& growing suspicion that their:
interest’ and the interest of their rulers
are not the same, and a disposition to try' ﬂ
any cliange for the chance there is that*
it may be for the better ¥ ' o
Two causes, and only two, will rouse a
peasantry to rebellion ; intolerable oppres-
siom, or religious zeal either for the right*
faith-or- the wrong; no other motive is’
powerfal enough. A ‘manufacturing poor
is more easily instigated to revolt. They
have no local attachmentss the-persons to
whom they look up for support they regard
foore with envy than respect, as men who' "
grow rich- by their labour; they knows
enough of what is passing inthe political
world to think themselves politicians ;
they feel the whole burthen of taxation,
which is not the case with the peasant,
because he raises a great part of his own
food: they are aware of their own num-
bers, and the moral feelings which in the
peasant are only blunted, are in these
men-debauched, A manufacturing popu-
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lace is always ripe for rioting,—the direc-.
tion which-this fury may take is accidea=
tal; in 1780 it was against the Catholics,.
i 1790 against the Dissenters. Govern-
" ments who found their prosperity upon
maunufactures sleep upon guopowder.,

Do 1 then think that England is in
danger of revolution ? 1fuhe wanufactur~
ing system continues to be extended, in-
ercasing as it necessarily does increase the
number, the misery, and the depravity of
the poor, I believe that revolution inevi-
_tably must come, and in- its most fearful
shape. But tliere are causes which delay
tbe evil, and some which may by an easy
possibility avert it, if govermn‘nt nhonld
aid them, -

The spread of Methodism in its varions
shapes tends immediately to make its con+
verts quiet and ordesly. subjects, though
its ultimate consequences cannot be doubt-
ed. The army may as yet be depended
" upon, the volunteers are fully equal to any
service which may be required of them,
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and the English people, by which deno-
mination I mean, as distinguishing .them
from the populace, that middle class from
whom an estimate of the national charace
ter is to be formed, bhave that wonderful
activity and courage, that ualess. the su-
periority of numbers against them were
more thaa tenfold, they would put out an
_imsurrection, as they put out a fire, They -
are a wohderful people. There is no oce
easion to cry out .dqui del Rey! (Hore for
the king!) in England. Should one man
_draw his knife upon another in the streets,
the passers-hy do nat shrug up their shaul-
dexs and say, ¢ It is their business,” and
pass on, letting murder be committed and
the mwrderer escape. Every man in Ene
gland feels that it is his business-both to
prevent a crime, and to deliver up a cri-
mrinal ta justice. '
- The people then are the security of En~
gland against the populace; but the tene
dency of the present system ia to lessen the
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middle class and to increase the lower
ones ; and there is also some danger that
the people may become dissatisfied with
their rulers. There is no ceconomy in the
administration of public affairs; prodigal
governments must be needy, and needy
ones must be oppressive. The sum paid
In taxation is beyond what any other peo-
ple ever paid to the state; the expenditure
of the state is almost incredible—for the
last yéars of the war it exceeded a million
of English money per week. The pecula-
“tion is in proportion to the expenditure,
They are now inquiring into these abuses}
many have been pointed out in the departs
ment of the admiralty, and no person en-
tertains a doubt but that they exist in every
other department in an equal degree. It
is ‘almost as dangerous to touch these
abuses as to let them comtinue ;—but the
alarm has been given, and upon this
ground any member of parliament, how-
.ever little his influence and however de-
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spised his talents, would, even if he stood
alone, prove afar more formidable opponent
to any ministry, than ever Fox has been
with all the great families of the country, _
and all his own mighty powers. -Any
member ‘who should boldly and . pertina-
eiously cry out that the public money was
peculated, bring forward his proofs, and
perseveringly . insist upon .investigation,
would not long. be: without supporters.
The people would take up the cause: they
can bear to have their money squandered, -
and-canreven be made 1o take a pride in
the maguitude of the expenditure, as some-:
thmg magnificent, ~but they would not
bear to have it pilfered ;~and should they.
be. convinced that it is pilfered,  which.
these examinations-if- they be carried on:
~ must- needs convince them of—should’
they be provoked so- far as-to: insist upon-
having all the ways and: windings of cor-.
ruption ‘laid. open, and- all the accounts- -
well- examined before the bills are paid, I
know not what - lure. would be streng.
. PS5
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- enoogh to draw them from the scent, and
their governors would have reasom to ap-
pretiend the fate of Actason. o
. - The causes which may prevent revolu- -
tion chiefly arise from France, France exe
pects to ruin England by its fmances, for-
getful with what result that recipe - for
‘ruining an enemy has lately been tried by
England upon herself. The French do
not know this wonderful people. It was
- supposed that the existence of the English
government depended upon. the bank, and
that the bank would be ruined by an.inva~
sion: the thing was tried; men were .
landed in Wales, away ran the Londoners
to the bank to exchange their hills for
cash, and the stock of cash was presently
exhausted. What was the conseqoence 2
'Why, when the Londoners found there
was no cash to be had, they began to
consider whether they could not do with-
out it, mutuoally agreed to be contented
with paper-—and with paper they have been
contented ever since. The bank .is infi~
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nitely obliged to France for the experiment,
and no persons suffer by it except the poor
sailors, who, when they receive their pay,
put these bills i their tolm;co-boxes and
spoil them with a wet quid. .
- Mis certain that the English government
must adopt a strict system of aeconomy,
thereby effectually preventing revolution by
- yeform, or that sooner or later a national
bankruptcy must ensue—and to this France
hepes to drive them. RBut whit would be
the effect of nationsl bankmiptey —not-a
revolution. The English have no fits of
maanity 3 if they saw the evil ta be in~
evitable, they would immediately begin tor
ealculate and to compeund, and see how
# might be brought about with the Jeast
mischief. _Thoussads would be.puined;
but they who would be henefited by the
reduction of the tazes would be tens of
thousands ; so that the majority would be
satisfied at the time, and government be-
gin its accounts afresh, strong enough to
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take credit, if the people were not.disposed
~ to giveit. For this fact is apparent from
all history,—that the tendency of all politi-
cal changes is ultimately to strengthen the
executive power. Forms may be altered—
they who play for authority may win and
lose as rapidly as other gamesters, and
perhaps at more desperate stakes, but the
uniform result is, that the government be-
* comes stronger. The National Conven-
tion carried decrees into effect which Louis
XIV. would not have dared to attempt—
* and Bonaparte has all the strength of that
convention rendered permanent by military
power. Whatever be the external form,
the effect is the same; the people submit
implicitly to the directions of a single
man, tll he has riveted the yoke upon
- their necks ; or cheerfully obey the mere
.rigid tyranny of Jaws, because they con-
ceive them to be of their own making.—
A government therefore with the forms of
freedom, which could persuade the people
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that it had no other object than their good,
would be the strongest in the world. The
Spartans called themselves free, and boast-
ed of their obedience to institutions which
changed the very.nature of man.

In the language of modern politics a mi=’

nistry has been considered as synonymous
with government, and government as sy-
monymous with nation. England made

this error. with regard: to France, and/ |

France is now making it with regard to’

England. Admit that the pressure of tax-
" ation should occasion a national bank-
. ruptcy, and that this in its consequence

" should bring ‘about a revolution—England

would be miserable at home; but would
she be less formidable abroad? She would
mot have a ship nor a sailor theless; and if
any circumstances were to awaken a mili-
tary spirit in the land of the Plantagenets,
France, mighty.as.she is, might tremble
for her conquests; I do not believe that
the fall 'of the funds would produce any
violent change in the -government; and

t
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whether it did or not, the enemies of Ea-
gland would do well to remember, that is
would finally strengthen the nation.
Bonaparte, whether at war or at peace,
will endeavour to ruin the commerce of
England. As for what he can do by war,
the English laugh at him. The old saying
of the cat and the adulterer holds equally
true of the smuggler ; and a large portion
of the wotld is. out of reach of his armies,
but not out of reach of their merchant-
ships. He will take the surer method of
establishing manufactories at honse :—they
smile at this too. Manufactories are not
to be created by edicts ; and if they were;
if he could succeed in this, he would do
precisely the best possible thing which
counld be done for England in the best pes~'
sible way :—first check and then destroy &
systems, which there is now nothing to-
¢ehbeck, which cannot be suddenly destray-. |
ed without great evil, and which, if it con~
tinues to increase, will more effectually
tend to ruin England .than all the might.
4

A
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and all the machinations of its enemies,
- were they ten times more formidasble than
they are. \
That system cemﬁnly threatens the in-
ternal tranquillity, and underminea the
atrength of the country. It communicates
just knowledge enough to.the populace to
make them dangerous, and it poisons
their morals. The temper of what 4s called
the mob, that is, of this class of people,
has been manifested at the death of De-
spard; and there'is no reason to suppose
that it is not the same in all other great,
towns as in London. It will be well for
England when her cities shall decrease,
and her villages multiply and grow ; when
there shall be fewer streets and more cot-
tages. The tendency of the preseat sy=
stem is to convert the peasantry into poors
her policy should be to reverse this, and to-
convert the poor.imto peasantry, to in-
crease them, and to ¢nlighten them ; fos
their numbers are the strengih, and their-
knowledge is the secusity of statess
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imelling savour ascending to the throne of
God, were an obscene stink which offend-
ed his nostrils.

There is little remarkable in the civil, or,
as his disciples would call it, the human
and terrestrial part of Emanuel Sweden«
borg’s history. He was born in 1689, at
Stockholm, and was son of the bishop of
Ostrogothia. Charles XII. favoured him 3
Queen Ulrica ennobled him, dignifying
his name by elongation, as if in the par
triarchal fashion, from Swedberg to Swe~
denborg> It is certain that he was aman
of science, having been assessor of the
Metallic College, and having published a
Regnum Minerale in three volumes folio ;
but be abandoned the mineral kingdom for
a spiritual world of his own, the most ex-
traordinary that ever a crazy imagination
created *, '

* The author seeros to have looked for no other
account of Swedenborg than what his ignorant be-
Lievers could furnish. At the age of twenty he pub-
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His celestial bistory is more out of the
common. I am copying from the books
of his believers when I tell you—that his
iateriors were opened by the Lord ; that he
conversed with the dead; and with the very
worst devils without danger; that hespoke
the angelic language, and respired the ane

Jished 4 collection of Latin poems under the title
of Ludus Heliconius, sive Carmina Miscellanea que
dariis in locis cecinit, &c. Charles XII. valued him
for bis scientific knowledge, and profited hy it. He
took him with him to the siege of Frederickshall ;
the roads were impassable for artillery, and Swe=
denborg made a canal, eutting through mountains
and raising valleys, by which his battering pieces
were conveyed. Ile was a great favourite with
Charles, and deservedly so; for it is said that no
person, except Linina:us, ever did so much in so
short a'time. In all the North of Europe he was
" beld in the highest estimation, till, in the year 1743,
he abandoned science to print his waking dreams,
and become the founderof ‘a new church.
Swedenborg died at London in 1772, and after
lying in state was buried at the Swedish church
near Radcliffe Highway.—Ta,
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gels” atmosphere ; that for twenty-six years
he was in the spirit, and at the same time
w-the bedy; that he could let his_spirit
into. the body or out-of the body at plea-
sure; that- he had been in all the planets;
and in.all the heavens, and had even' de-
scended into hell ; that the twelve apostles
used to visit him; that a consplracy of
spirits was formed against him ; and’ that-
be was seized with a deadly dlsease in con-
sequence of a pestilential smoke which is-
sued from Sodom and Egypt in the spm- .
tual world. \

Enough of this. Let me try if it bé

- possible to make his- mythology mtelh-
gible, and to draw out a map of his extra-
mundane discoveries. -

Omnia quee in ceelis, sunt in terris, ters
restri modo ; omnia quee in terris; sunt in
caelis, ceelésti modb. All things which
are in heaven are upon earth, after an
earthly manner ; all things which are upon
earth are in heaven, after a heavenly man-
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_ ner*, So says Trismegistos, and.whe '
will dispute the authority of the thrices
greatest Hermes ?—The Scriptures theres
fore cannot be understood , without . the
science of correspondences 5a knowledge
which the patriarchs possessed intuitively
in the golden age, which was, preserved
only scientifically in the silver age, became
merely speculative in the copper age, and
in our iron generation has been wholly lost,
The Egyptian hieroglyphics are to be ex-
plained by this key, which opens also all
the mysteries of the ritual law. Job was
the last writer.who possessed it, till it was
revealed ta the Swedish teacher.:

There is nothing -new in this, you: tell
me; it is the old notion of a double mean-
ing, .the external and the internal, the li-
teral and the allegorical, the letter and the
spirit. Not so, my good Fath'er! ¢¢ Cor=

* What if Earth
* Be but the shadow of Heaven, and things therein
* Each to other like, more than on Earth is thought?
MiLTON.—TR.
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respondence is the appearance of the in-
temnal in the exterual, and its representa-
tion therein ; theve is a correspondence be.
tween all vhings in-beaven and all things
in maa ; without correspondence with the
wpiritwal world nothing whatever conld exist
or subsist.””  You are growing tmpatient |
1 must give vou 3 specimen of common
language interpreted by this seience. Twé
legs stand for the will of God § by a small
piece of the ear we are to understand the
will of trath ; the son of a she-ase denotes
ratiomal truth ; and en ass, witheut any
awention of 'his pedigree, signifies the scien~
tific principle—certainly no ll-chosen em-
*biem of such -principles and such science '
o8 this. Thisis stark nonsense, you say1
My goed father Antonie; « No disunct
idea can be had of correspondence without
4 previous knowledge concerning heaven as
the Great Man,” or Mazimus Homo, as we
must call him, in the Master’s.own words.
In sober serious explanation, Sweden-
Joorg seems to have thought upon one text
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and dreamt upon it, tifl he mistoek his
dreams and his deliriam for' revelatian,
¢ Let us make men in our image, sfef
out fikeness.—Se God: created man in his
own image, in the image of God created
‘he htm.” His system is a wild comment
upon- this passage, as monstrous as any of
the Rubbimical reveries. Accordingly he
lays it down as #n axiom, . that the whole
_ of divine order was fmaged in ‘man at the
creation, insomuch that he ‘was divine
order itself in a human form, smd so
Heaven m Epitome. Upon +his -he -has
Buitt upa creed of the stranpest atithiro-
pomorphism, teachimyg that the divinity of
the deity constitutes heaven, and that
treaven itse¥f 15 a human'form, Deity -
and heaven thusidentified being the Max-

nirns Homo, the ‘Grand or Bivime Man, -
* Tt hus beén ‘orre of the many fancies of
*hypothetical phitesophers, that all bodies
are aggrepites of living atoms. - Adudit
this ‘notiom, andl‘it exphains all the myste-
‘rious operdlions of e with perfect faci-
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lity ; the little inhabitants of the secretory
organs take each what they like best, and
thus manufacture all the animal matérials.
This is analogous to the celestial system
. of Swedenborg, but with this difference,
that each constituent part and- particle
of his Maximus Homo resembles thé.whole
in form, every society in this, body.corpo-
rate, and every individual of each socjety
being in the human shape divie. -
Heaven is to be considered under the
threefold distinction of -general, special,.
and particular—for Swedenbarg had learnt
to classify.in his earthly studies. Gene-
ally it'is divided into. two kingdgms, celes-
tial and spiritual ; but I am sorry to add
dhat; though I have .studied-the anatomy
of the Grand Man with some attention, I
cannot discover where or how these regions
-are separated. The specific ,division- into
three heavens is more intelligible ; the first
is in the extremities, the second or middle
Jn the trunk, the third and highest in the
Jead. . The particular djvision is into. the
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societies of angels, who form the- consti-
tuent monads of this divine aggregate.
Every part, however, of the -Maximus
Homo i3 not Heaven ; at least the inhabi~
tants of every part are aeither possessed of
celestial goedness, nor in that state of ce~
lestial enjoyment which seems essential to -
our ideas of paradise. For instance, the
parishioners of the kidneys, the ureters,
and the bladder, consist of such persons as
in their mortal state took a cruel delight in
bringing others to justice; these- people
speak with a harsh chattering voice, like
magpies whose tongues have been slit.
They who have despised virtue and religion
arein the gall-bladder, a bitter destination
no doubt! They also who dwell about the
sphincter vesicee, amuse themselves by tor-
menting the evil spirits. Whether they
are purged of this malignant disposition by
the secretions and excretions which are
going on in their vicinity, this new Ema-
nuel sayeth not. A purgatory indeed there,
i8, and a truly .curious one ! They who are
VOL, 111 G

-
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still unclean in thoughte and affections are
stationed in the colon ; not as component
parts of the Grand Man—of that honour -
they are not yet worthy ; th¢y are thereas
bis aliment, to be concocted and digested,
and after the gross faces have been cast
out, filtered through lacteals and arteries
into chyle and blood, till they are taken up
into the system and embedied. They who
are defiled with earthly dregs are in the
small-guts ; the most impure of all in the
neck of the bladder and in the ‘rectum,
both which have below them'a most dread-
ful and filthy hell, ready to receive their
contents,

E recolher o mais sobejo e impuro
Da immundicia de toda a obra langada®.

-~

) This Ovgaveg, or Mazximus Homo, scems
to be the body of Deity ; and the Divire
Life or Spirit, like the gifted spirit of

* And to réceive the superfluous and impure un-
. 4 P
cleannesses which are cast out from the whole

work.-—TR.
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Swedenborg himself, can bein or out, se-
parate from, or identified with it, at plea-
sure. Accordingly, though the angels are
in him, and actually are he, yet they vist-
bly behold him, as the sun of their world.
Now the Lord in person being the sun,
the light and heat which proceed from
him must necessarily partake of divinity ;
accordingly lightin Heaven is divine truth,
and heat 13 divine love : a thin and trans-
parent vapour, which surrounds the angels
like an atmosphere, enables them to sus-
tain this influx of Deity. An atmosphere
of this kind, which is called the Sphere of
Life, exhales from every man, spiritand
angel ; it is the emanation of the vital af-
fections and thoughts. In Heaven, of
course, it is volatile essence of love, and
each angel is sensibly affected when he gets
within the sphere of another. We on
earth feel the same influence, though un-
conscious of the cause, for this hypothesis
physically accounts for the sympathics of
dislike and of affection.—The Deity isalso
G 2
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the celestial moon, and this sun and’
moon are seen at the same time, one be-
fore the right eye, and the other before the
left. Let an angel turn his face which
way he will, this sun is always before him,
and he always fronts the east; yet at the
same time he can see the other quarters by
an inward kind of vision, like that of
thought. A precious olla podrida this of
allegorical riddles and downright non-
sense ! \

The ceconomy of the angels is more ra-
tionally imagined, and is better suited ta’
our worldly habits, or suited to better
worldly habits than Elysium, ur Valhalla,
or the Sorgon, the Paradise of Moham-
med, or the ever-blessed state of Nireupan
to which the Yogue appreximates when he
has looked at nothing for seven years but
the tip of his own nose. ~You are not lo:
conceive of angels as of disemboubied spi-
rits ; they are material beings, though of a
finer matter. They wear garments white,
or flame- coloured, or shining, with which
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they are supplied by the Deity ; only the
angels of the third Heaven, heing in the
state of innocence made perfect, are naked.
They dwell in houses, which are arranged
in streets and squares, like our cities on
earth ; but every thing there is on a nobler
scale, and of more magnificence. .Swe-
denborg frequently walked through these
cities, and visited the inhabitants ; he saw
palaces there, the roofs of which glittered
as if with pure gold, and the floors as‘if-
with precious stones: the gardens are on
the south side, where trees with leaves like
silver produce fruits resembling gold, and
the flowers are so- arranged as by their co-
lours to represent rainbows.—There is no
space in Heaven, or, more accurately
speaking, no such thing as distance :
where angels wish to be, there they are;
locomotion is accomplished by the mere
act of volition ; and, what is better still,
if one angel earnestly desires the company
of another, the wish attracts him, and he
immediately appears..
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. There 1s'a room in the southern quartei
of the spiritual world the walls_of which
shine like gold ; and in this room'is a ta=
ble, and on this table lies the Bible, set
with jewels. Wheuever this book is opens
ed a light of inexpressible brilliancy  flows
from it, and the jewels send forth rays
which arch it over with a rainbow. When
an angel of the third Heaven comes and
opens it, the ground of this rainbow ap-
pears crimson ; to one from the second.
. Heaven it is blue ; to one of the first or
lowest Heaven the light is variegated and
veined like marble. But if onc approaches
-who has ever falsified the word, the bright-
ness disappears, and the book itself seems
covered with blood, and warns him to de-
part, lest he suffer for his presumption. -
There is public worship in Heaven,
which Swedenborg attended, and heard
sermons : they have books both written
and printed ; he was able to- read them,
hut could seldom, he says, pick out any
u.leaning ; from which I conclude that he
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has successfully'éopied their style. Writ-
ing flows from the thoughts of the angels,
or with their thoughts, appeating so coin-
stantaneously as if thought castitself upon
the paper ; but as this writing is” not per-
manent, it seems that pen and ink might
usefully be introduced among them. Tht
language of Heaven is liké the ‘Writing,
connate with thought, beitig indeed 1io-
thing more than thinking audibly. Its
.construction 13 éurioﬁsly explained ; the
vowels express the affections; thé conso-~
nants the particular ideas derived from the -
affections, and the words the whole sense
of the matter. The angelic alphabet re-
sembles the Chinese, for every lettet sig-
nifies 3 complete thing,—which is the rea-
son why the hundred and nineteerith psalm .
is alphabetically divided ;—and every let-
ter, and every flexure and curvature of
every letter, contains some secret of wis=
dom. Different dialects of this language
are spoken in the ecelestial and spiritual
kingdoms ; the celestials chiefly using the
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vowels U and O, the spirituals preferring
Eand I ; the speech of the former resem-
bles a smooth flowing water, that of the
latter the sound of a running stream broken
on its way. But the most enviable power
connected with expression which the an-
gels possess, is, that they represent their
ideas in a thin undulating circumfluent
fluid or ether, so that they can make
thought visible.

~ In like manner as our human form goes,
on with 0s to our heavenly state, so also
will our human affections. The ruling
passion, whatever it be, not only lasts till
death, but continues after death. Woe
therefore to those whose whole aspirations
are after things that are earthly, for they
cannot enter the kingdom of Heaven !
This truth is neither the less true, nor the
less important, because it is found in the
pages of a madman. Marriage also is not
dissolved by death :—whenone of the wed-
ded couple dies, the spirit of the deceased
cohabits with the spirit of theliving spouse,,
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till that also be released; they then meet
again, ard reunite with a tenderer and
_more perfect union. Obn no subject does
Swedenborg dilate with more pleasure than
upon this. The sphere of conjugal love,
he tells vs, is that which flows from the.
Creator into all things; from the Creator
it is received by the female, and transferred
through her to the male. It makes man
more and more man j it is a progressive
union of minds, for ever rejuvenescent,
continting to old age and to eternity ; it is
the foundation and germ of all spiritual
and all celestial love ; it is in Heaven, and
it is Heaven, yea even the inmost Heaven,
the Heaven of Heavens. 1t dwells in the
supreme region of the Mind, in the con-
clave of the Will, amidst the perceptions of
Wisdom, in the marrix;ge chamber of the
Understanding. - ts origin is from the di-
vine nuptials of Goodness and Truth, con-
scquently from the Lord himself. After
this it is ridiculous enough to see him trace
the progress of this sphere or essence of
G5
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love into the soul of man, thence into the
mind, thence into the interior affections,
from whence 1t finds its way through the
breast into the genital region.
Do not, however, suppose that there are
- any births in Heaven. Al spirits both in
Heaven and Hell were born on earth;
from which, it seems, a puzzling argument
against the system itself might be-brought:
Ex nihilo nikil fit—Of nothing nething is
made ; where then was the Grand Man
before all the- parts of which he is com-
posed were in existence ?—FHeaven is sup-
plied with children by those who die in in-
fancy ; happy are they, for they are given
to virgins whose maternal feelings find in
them an object, and under their tuition
they grow up in the gardens of Paradise.
They advance to the full bloom of youth,
not beyond it ; the old, who arrive in
Heaven with all the marks of age, grow
younger till they also arrive at the same
perfection : to grow old in Heaven is to
increase in beauty. '

\
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There are many mansions in Heaven,
and infinite degrees of happiness, yet is
there no envy nor discontent; every one is
happy to the utmost measute of his capa-
city ; the joys of a higher state would be
no joys fo him: his cup is full. But the
longer he has been in Heaven, the happier
he becomes, his capacity of enjoyment in-
creasing as he is progressive in virtue and
goodness, that is, m divine love. T

As all Heaveni is one Grand Man, or Di-
vinity, so is all Hell one Grand Devil, and
the wicked are literally to become members
of Satan. The road from one to the other
is through the Maximus Homo’s Port Es-
quiline ; it opens immediately into the
mouth of Hell, and the two-and-thirty
white millers who sit in the gateway, re-
ceive all they have to grind through that
channel ¥. Hell-fire is no torment to the

* Das portas para dentro lugo entrando,
De grande fabrica hum moinhe tinha,
O qual mocndo estava, ¢ preparando
Tudo o que havia de ir para-a cezinha;
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damned : it imparts no other sensatiorr to-

them than an irascible heat; for in truth

the fire of Hell is nothing more than their

evil passions, which appear to good spirits
AN

Moido, e brando dentro assi mandando
O mantimento, que de.fora vinha,

Com esta proporga® conveniente

Se repartia, e hin a toda a gente.

Neste moinho junto. os dous porteiros,,

Estando juntamente em. seu officio, .
Duros ¢ rijos trinta e dous moleiros,

De grande forca, e util exercicio »
Dagqui tirados féra outros primeiros

Foram por grac fraqueza sua, e vicio;

E-0s que agora moiam com destreza
Todos branco vestiam por limpeza.

Tinha cada hum delles $ua morada

.Em dous langos de penedo; que havia;
Fatre clles huma Dona exprimentada,

_ Esperta’ andava, e prompta, noite e dia :
E della era approvada ou reprovada

A farinha de quanto se moia,
Provando se era saborosa, e alva,
Porque era e'llt_x gentif mestra de salva. .
Da Creagud ¢ Composigas do Homen.
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in flame and smoke. This is-the only light
they have, proceeding from themselves,
and resembling that which is given out by
red-hot coals. The Hell of Swedenborg
is what earth would be if all virtue were
destroyed, if the salt of the earth ‘were

Immediately upon entering the gates there was a.
mill of “great fubric, which was grinding and prepa-
ring all that was to go to the kitclien ; sending onm,
thus ground and softened, the provisions which came

Srom without, to be distributed in’ convenient propor-
tions to all the people. Near the two porters in this
mill, and equally employed. in their business, wera
two-and-thirty sturdy millers, ‘of great strength and
. useful exercise. Olhers, who hud held this place before
them, had been turned out for their weakness; and
these, who now ground skilfully, were all clothed in
white for cleanliness. Each of these had- his dwelling
in two pieces of wall, and between them was an expe-
riénced dame, who was awake and ready night and
day ; all the corn which was ground was approved or
rejected by her, she trying if it was white and savoury,
Jor she was a gentle housekeeper.— Author’s note.

The reader need not be apprised that the situa-
tion of these Millers is in the Mouth gate of the town
of Mansoul, according.to Bunyan’s -ullcgory.—-'l‘n.'
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taken away, and its corruptions left fo pu= -
trefy. There are cities inhabitéd only by the
profligate, where theyare abandoned to their
own vices, and to the inevitable miseries
which those viees produce. They have
even their places of public amusement;
he saw the dragons holding their abo-
minable diversions in an amphitheatre.
Deserts, fields laid waste, and houses and
towns in ruing which have been destroyed
by fire, fill up the picture.

Of all the heretics ‘who have sprung
from the spawn of Luther, Swedenborg is
the only one who admits a purgatory.—
You will not expect a rational one ;—in
this intermediate world, as the good are
purified from their imperfections, so are
the wicked divested of what little govdness
they may possess, and thus the one are
fitted for Heaven and the other for Hell.
The state of maturity for Heaven is known
by the appearance of the regenerate, which
is not altogether consistent with our earthly
ideas of ‘beauty, for “the cuticle appears
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like a fine lace-work of bright blue. Here
the wicked follow their accustomed vices,
till, after they have been repeatedly warned
m vain,. their cities are shaken with earth-
quakes, the foundations yawn under them,
they sink into the gulf, and there grope
their way into their respective Hells.
Hypocrites who still preserved an exte-
rior of piety were permitted to remain in.
the intermediate world, and make to
themselves fixed habitations. This con-
stitutes one of the wildest and absurdest
parts of all this strange mythology ; for
Sv{redenborg teaches that these residents,
by the abuse of correspondences and help
of phantasies, built Heavens for them-
selves, which became at last so many and
so extensive, that they intercepted the spi-
ritual light and heat, that is, divine love,
in their way from Heaven to Earth. At
length this eclipsebecame total ; there was
no faith in the Christian church, because
there was no chanty, and the Last Judg-
ment was then exeg:uted which consisted
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in destroying these imaginary Heavens;

like the tower of Babel, stripping the hy-

pocrites of their cloak, and casting them

into Hell. This consummation took place

in the year of our Lord 1757 ; and thereis.

no other Last Judgment to come, except
what every individual will" experience for

himself singly, after death.

Nothing now remains but to apply the
‘'science of correspondences to this scheme
of the Maximus* Homo ahd the Grand Sa-
tan. Spirits act upon men in those parts
which correspond to their own anatemical
situation : thus impulses and affections
of good come from the agency of good
angels operating by influx on their cor-
responding region, whether head or foot,
heart, pancreas, or spleen ; they, for in-
stapce, who inhabit the brain watch over
us when we sleep. On the cuntrary, dis-
eases are the work of the devils; hypoeri-.
tical devils occasion belly-ache ; and spirits
who are ripening for Hell and take delight
in putridity, get into our insides and ma-
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nufaeture for us indigestion, hypochon-
driasis and dyspepsy; so thatin all cases
exorcism must be more applicable than
medicine. -

One word more :—they who have loved
infants with most tenderness are in the
provincé of the neck of the uterus and of
the ovaries. By some unaccountable over-
sight the inference has been overlooked.
There is therefore a Grand Woman also!
Itis not good for man to be alone, not even
for the Grand Man. I have found a wife
for him ! The discovery, for it isa disco-
very, is at least equal in importance to any
‘in the eight quarto volumes of the Arcana
Ceelestia, and entitles me to be.ranked
with Swedenborg himself; if, indeed, as
I modestly beg leave to hint, the honour
of having perfected his discoveries and
finished his system, be not fairly my
due*,

* Theit Creed and Paternoster may bé¢ added as
curiosities.
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1 believe that Jehovah God, the Creator of Hena-
ven and Eayth, is One in Essence and in Person, in
. whom isa Divine Trxmty, consisting of Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit; and that the Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ is that God.

I believe that Jehovah God himself came down
from Heaven as Divine Truth, which is the Weord,
and took upon him Human Nature, for the purpose
of removing Hell from Man, of restoring the Hea-
vens to Order, and of preparing the way for a New
Church upon Earth: and that herein consists the
true Nature of Redemption, which was effected
solely by the Omnipocence of the Lord’s DIVINE
HUMANITY,

I telieve in the Sanctlty of the Word, and that it
containeth a threefold  Sense,, namely, Celestial,
Spiritual, and Natural, which are united by Corre-
spondences ; and that in each sense it is Divine
Truth, accommodated fespectively to the Angels of
the Three Heavens, and also to Men on Earth.

T believe that evil Actions ought not to be done,
because they are of the Devil, and from the Dcvil.

I believe that good Actions ought to be done, be-
cause they are of God and from God; and that -
they should be done by Man, as of himself; never-
theless under this Acknowledgmnent and Bclief, that
they are from the Lord, opcrating in hlm and by
bim,
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- Tbelieve, that immediately on the Death of the
material Body ¢which will never be reassumed,)
Man rises again as to his spiritual or substantiat
Body, wherein he existeth in a perfect Human
Form ; and thus that Death is only a Coatinuation '
of Life. ]

: T believe that the Last Judgment is accomplished
in the Spiritual World, and that the former Heaven
. and the former Earth, or the Old Church, are pass-
ed away, and that all Things are become New.

: I believe that now is the Sccond Advent of the
Lord, which is a coming, not in Person, but in the
Power and Glory of the spiritual Sense of his holy
Word, which is Himself. And I believe that the
Holy City, New Jerusalem, is now descending from
Ged out of Heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned
for her Husband.

‘Their Pater-noster is of more curious com=

plexion. .

Father of us, who in the Heavens; let be sancti-
fied the Name of Thee. Let come the Kingdom of
Thee. Let be done the Will of Thee, as in Heaven,
and upon the Earth. The Bread of u3 the daily
give to us this Day. Andremit to us the Dalts of us,
-asand we remit to the Debtors of us. And notbring
us into Temptation, but keep us from the Evil. Bo-
cause of Thee is the Kingdom aud the Power and
the Glory into the Ages. Awen.
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This, they say, is perhaps too literal to be used
in public worship as yet. It will, however, serve to
give the English reader an idea of the idiom of that
language which the Lord made use of, when he was
pleased to teach us haw to pray. And it may also,
by the arrangement of the words themselves, in
some measure-paint out the-ordet of influx from the
Fountain of all Life; far the first word in ‘this di--
vine prayer, viz. Father, is.the Universal that flows.
into aad fills all the succeeding parts, just as the:
soul flows into, and fills every part of tbe buman
body derived from it.
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————
Jews in England.

I weNT yesterday evening to the Syna-
gogue. Never did I see a place of wor-
ship in which there was so little appear-
ance of  devotion. - The women were in a
gallery by themselves, the men sate below,
keeping their hats on, as they would have
done in the street. During the “service
they took from behind their altar, if that
word may be thus applied without profa-
nation, certain silver—utensils they cannot
be called, as they appeared to be of no pos-
sible use,~—silver orpaments rather, hung
with small rattle bells, and these’ they
jingled as they carried them round the
room, then replaced them in the receptacle.
This was the only ceremony. It is impos-
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sible to describe the strange and uncouth
tone in which the priest sung out a por-
tion of thc Pentateuch from a long roll.
The language was so intolerably harsh,
and the manner in which it was chaunted
so abominably discordant, that they suited
each other 1o a miracie ; and the larynx of
the Rabbi scemed to have been made ex-
pressly to give both their full effect.

- In former times the toleration of the
Jews gave occasion to the same disturb-
ances here as in the rest of Europe. They
cheated the people, and the people in re-
turn took advantage of every tumult, to
plunder them. The famous King John,
who offered to turn Mohammedan if the
Miramamolin would assist him against
his rebellious subjects, extorted alarge sum
from a Jew of Bristol by a new and inge-
nious kind of torture : he condemned him
to have a tooth drawn every day till he
consented tolend the money; and the Jew
parted with six grinders before he submit-
ted. After the schism, as the Heretics
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began first to persecute the Catholics, and
then one another, the misbelievers were
forgotten. Cromwell even favoured them ;
in one respect he differed from all his con~
‘temporary fanatics, for he willingly allowed
to other sects the toleration which he
claimed for his own. Under his protec-
tion Manasses Ben Israel printed three
editions of the Bible in. Hebrew. This
Rabbi is generally supposed to have been
a Spaniard, but the Portugueze claim him,
and T think we shall not be disposed to

contend with them for the honour,—espe~
- gially as most persons would decide in their
favour, without examinaticn.

.. During the last reign an attempt was
made to naturalize them, in a-body; and
the measure would bave been eflected had
it not been for the indignant outcry of the
people, who very properly regarded it as an
act of defiance, or at least of opposition,
to the express language of prophecy. But
_this feeling bas abated, and were the
attempt to be renewed it would mest with
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httle opposition. In Catholic countries
our pictures and crucifixes perpetually set
before the Chrisuan’s eyes the sufferings
of his Redeemer, and there is no possi-
bility of his forgetting the history of his
religion. Even the most trifling ceremoﬁy
is of use. At one of the public schools
here, the boys on Easter Sunday rush out
of the chapel after prayers, singing

He is risen, he is risen,
All the Jews must go to prison.

This custom is certainly very old, though
1 cannot learn that it was ever usual to
imprison this wretched people upon this
festival. Some of these boys cut the straps
of a Jew’s box one day, and all his ginger-
bread nuts fell into the street. Complaint
was made to the master; and when he
questioned the culprits what they could
say in their defence, one of them stepped
forward and said, ¢ Why, sir, did not they
crucify our Lord !I”* Without admitting the
plea in excuse, it may be remarked that
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if the boy had not remembered his Easter
shymes, he would have been as indifferent.

- to the crime of the Jews as the rest of his
countrymen. ‘

. Some years ago one of the best living.
dramatlsts wrote a comedy for the pur-
pose of representing the Jewish charaetex
in a favourable light. The play was yery
successful, and.the Jews were so well
pleased that -they preseated the author
with a handsome gratuity®. A farce was
brought forward at another time called the
Jew Boy; and the fraternity knowing that
it was impossible to represent this class.
favourably, assembled in great numbers,
and actually damned the piece. Phis sin<
gle fact issufficient.to prove that thelibesty,

~which they enjoy is unbounded. Itisnat,
merely the open exercise of their religion
which is permitted them, they are even
suffered to write and publish against Chris«
tianity. 1f the permission of blasphemy
e This was pnblicly auerted at the hm, but un-’

tuly.—Tr.
VOL. 3T, H
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were no sint, there would be kittle evil in
this licence, so little are they able to make
proselytes. 'The onlyapostate whom they
have made within the memory of man is
the very person who occasioned the insur-
rection against fhe Catholics in 1780, and
who afterwards lost his senses, rénounced
his faith, and, though of noble family,
died in a public prison, a lamentable ia--
Arance of divine vengeance.

In Rome these mishelievers are obliged
to hear a sermon ence a week; here a
germon attricts them as a movelty. Ome
" .of the Methodist- itinerants, - some few
years ago, fancying that, like $t. Vieente
Ferrer, he'had a special gift for converting
. this stiff-necked generation, undertook to
.confute their errors, and invited- them to
utlend'lnsprenchmg. Theplnce appomted
was the great Methodist Chapel in Tet~
tenham Court Road ; and they assembled
ia-such-crowds as to Bl the chapel and the
.court in which it is built. . One of the
windows was taken out, and the .orater
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taking bis stand in the opening addressed
the congregation both. within and without
at thesame time. There can be no reason’
to suppose that they came with hearts
more accessible to conviction tham wsual ;
$ut, had it been the case, the -method
which this fanatic took was little likely to
ke successful; for he begau by ftelling
them that he was not yet twenty yearsold,
that he had ro human learning whatever,
amd that for all he was aboutte say to them
he trusted to the immediate impulse of the
dord. The rest of his discourse was in
character with the begimning, and the
Jews returned, the greater number ridicul-
ing his folly, the more thoughtful remem-~
bering their own law against him who pre-
sumes to speak in-the name of the Lord,
what the Lord lath not commanded him
to speak. ¥Yet- from the readiness with
which they assembled to heéar him, it does
Hot appear impossible, that if some true
Chi'istian, inspired with the zeal of our
Vwentc, were to collect them togethery
: n 2
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their curiosity mig'ht be made use of to the
triumph of the faith and the salvation of
souls.

The English charch has nozeal for souls.
At the beginning . of the last century the
daughter of a rich Jew, by name Jacob
Mendes de Breta, was at her own instance
" publiclybaptized. The father ran into the
church like. a madman, charged the offi.
‘ciating clergyman to desist, and, when he
perceived that this was in vain, cursed his

child with the bitterest imprecations, and”

prayed to his God that the church might
fall in, and crush all who were concerned

in the ceremony. Afier this he utterly

disowned her :—the law had made no pro-
vision for such cases, and the parish were
obliged to support her; which, to their
honour, they did in a manner suitable to
her former situation in life. At their peti-
tion, however, a bill was enacted compe]-
ling the Jews to provide decently for their

- converted chlldren. Thus much was dene

upon the emergency of tbe case, and no-
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thing more. Not the slightest effort is
anade for their conversion, nor the slight-
st impediment opposed to the public ce-
Jebration of cerémonies, which the Gospel
has expressly abrogated. - The Jews have
snothing to complain of, except that they

pay tithes to the clergy, and that they are .-

liable to the trouble of parish offices—the
law even allowing them to be made church-
wardens. Any person may be excused
from serving this office if he chiooses to pay
a fine amounting to_about ten pieces of
gight : it is not long sincea parish in Lon-
don nominated a Jew for the'sake of get~
ting this money ; he, however, was deter-
mined to disappoint them by taking the
situation ;—the profanaiion was theirs, not
his;—and accordingly the church affairs
for the year were actually maraged by this
.son of the Synagogue..

It may well be supposed that when Bo-
naparte was in Syria his movewments were
anxiously watched by the Jews. -There was

«@ great- stir among them, and it is proba~
u3
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ble that if he'had invited them by procla
mation, and promised to give (hem Pales
~ tine, afmics would have been raised: to<tike

and keep possession of that Holy Land,
to which they Jook, individually sed
collectively, as:their destined gathering
place. Individually, I say, beeause it i§
taught by many Rabbis, that the ehildrea
of Israel, wherever buried, can rise-again
at the ecoming of the Meswiah, nowheré
except in the Promised Land; dnd fhey;
“therefore, who axe’ intetred in any othet
part of the world, will have to make their
aray thevethreugh the caverns of the earth}
« long- and, painful jeurney, the difficulty
-and-fatigue of which are equivaleit to pufs
gatory. I know not whether this is bee
lieved by the English Rabbis ; but that the
English Jews attach as devout a reverence’
to the very soil of Jerusalem as we do to
the Holy Sepulchre itself, is certain. One
of the wealthiest among them, in late
times, made a pilgrimage there; and
brought back with him boxes full of the
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earth to line his grave. Unhappy people!
* whose error is the more inveterate because
it is mingled with the noblest feelings, and
whose obstinate hope and heroic perseves
rance we must condemn while we admire. ,

No particular dress is enjoined them by
Iaw, nor. indeed is any such mark of di»
slinction necessary ;- they are sufficiently
distingnishegt by. a cast.of complexion and
featuros, .which,. with leave of onr neigh,-
bours*, I will call a Portagueze logk.—
Some of the loweyt order let their beards
geow, and wear a sort of blagk tunic witha:
gindle; the chiefostensible trade of thisclass
i8 in old clothes, but they deal also in:stelen
goods, and. not unfrequently in coining.
A race of Hebrew, lads who.infest you in
the streets with oranges and red: stippers;
or, tempt school-boys to dip in a bag for

® This is not the onl'y instance in which the am.

thor discovers a disposition to sneer at the Portu-

gucze, with the same kind of illiberality in which

the English tod frequently indulge themselves agaiust

the Scotch.—Tr. . : T
H 4
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‘gingerbread nuts, are the great agents in
uttering base silver; when'it is worn too
bare to circulate any longer they buy it up
at a low price, whiten the brass again,
and again send it abroad. You meet Jew
pedlars every where, travelling with boxes

of haberdashery at their backs, cuckog

elocks, sealing wax, quills, weather glasss
#s,_ green spectacles, clumsy figures in
‘plaister of Paris, which you see over the
‘chimney of an althouse parlour in the
country, or miserable prints of the king
and gueen, the four seasons, the cardinal
virtues, the last naval victory, the prodigal
son, and such like subjects, even the
Nativity and the Crucifixion; but.when
they meet with a likely chapman, they
produce others of the most obscene and
niischievous kind, Any thing for money,:
in contempt of their own law as well as
of the law- of the country :—the pork-
butchers are commonly Jews. All these
low classes have a shibboleth of their own,
as remarkable as their physiognomy; and




JEWS. - _ 158

in some parts of the city they areso nume.
rous, that when I strayed into their pre-
cincts one day, and"saw so mapy Hebrew
- inscriptions in the shop windows, and'so
‘many long beards ‘in'the stréets, -I- began
to fancy that I had discovered the ten -
tribes. o S
" .» Some few. of the wealthiest merchants
- are of this persnasion;. yon meet with
none among the middle order of tradesmen,
- ‘except sometimes a silversmith, or watch-
- qmaker; ordinary profits do not ontent
them. Hence they are great stock-jobbers,
- ‘and the business of stock-broking is very
much in their hands. -One of these Jew
brokers was in a coffee-house during the
timeof themutiny in the fleet, when tidings
arrived that the sailors had seized admi-
ral Colpoys, and had actually hanged him.
The news (which afterwards proved to be
false) thunderstruck all present. If ityere
true, and so it was believed to be, all hopes
of accommodation were at an end; the
mutincers could only be supprést by force, -
B D
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and what' foree would be able-to-suppress:
them ¢ While they wete silent in sach
seflections, the Jew was. calculating his
own.less from the-efict it would produce
upon the fupds, and he breke the silence
by: extlaiminy, in Hebrew-Eaglish, My
Gott! de stokes! articulated with a-deep-
sigh, and dccompanied with-a shrug of-
shoulders; and an elevation. of eyebrom
as emythatic s the exclamation..

England lLias been ealied. the-bell of”
Basscsy the purgstory of servants, and the-
pezidise of women = it may be added that:
ttis thie- heaven. of the Jows,—dlas, they

. Bave:nsother heaven to empoct!. . - :
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Tifidelity.—Its Growth in England, ond:
httle Extent.— Pythagoreans.—Thd
mas Tryon. == Ritson. — Pagans.—~A.
Cock sacrificed.=TViomas Taylor.

" Frow Jew to Infidel—an easy transition,
“after the example of Acosta and Spinosa.
‘When the barriers of religion had been
-biroken down by the schism, a way was -
‘opened for every kind of impicty.. Infide-
ity was suspected ‘{o exist at the court of.
the accursed Elizabeth; it was avowed at:
‘her successor's by lord Herbert' of Cher-
Bury; a man unfortunate in this deadly.
error, but otherwise for his genius and va-.
lour and high feelings of honour, worthy
to havelived in a happier ageahd country. |
.\ His brother was a religéous poet, famous
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in his day : had they been Spaniards, the
wne would have been a hero, the other a
saint ;—but the good seed fell among
"thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it
and choked it. During the great Rebel-
lion, a small party of the leaders were
.Deists; fanaticism was then the epidemic ;
they made no attempt to spread tlieir prin-
- ciples, and were swept away at the Resto-
ration, which, after it had destroyed rebel- -
lion and fanaticism, struck at the root of
Jiberty and morals. An open profligacy
of manuers had shewn itself under the
reign of the first James ; it disappeared
during the subsequent struggles, when all
the sironger passionsand feelings were cal-
led into action: but when once the conn-
try felt itself seitled in peace, this spmt
revived, and the court of Charles exhihit-
ed a shameless indecency, of which Eu-
rope had seen no example since the days
of the Roman emperors. Yet, perhaps,
the most shocking blasphemy of this
blasphemons age is the canonization of -
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King Charles the -Martyr ; for such they
style him, in meckery as it might seem of
‘martyrdom, if we did not know the im-
pudence of adulation. His office, for his
festival is regularly celebrated, applies to -
this heretical king those tests of Scripture
-which most pointedly allude to the suffer-
ings and death of Christ. A poet of.that
reign ¢ven dared to call him- Christ the
Second !—Tt is not true that the prayers tb
‘the most Holy Virgin were ever addréssel
in the churches to Elizabeth, as Ribads-
neyra has said : but this impiety, not less
shocking; and fot less absurd, is conti-
‘nued to this day,—and the breyiary which
contains it, in the vulgar tongue, is.in
every person’§ hands.

“Prom the time of the ReVolutlon, in
1688, ‘the Deists became bolder, and ven-
tured to attack Christianity from the press.
They did it, indeed, ‘covertly and with dex
cency. ‘The infidelity of these writersbears
noresemblance to'the irreligious proﬂllgacy
of Charles’ courtiers;'in whom disbelief

2
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-country, either from conviction, or for in-
-terest, or because, whatever they may think
of the importance of religion to them-
-selves, they feel that it is indispensable for
:their families. Judaism can be dangerous
nowhere unless where a large proportion of
the people are concealed Jews :* but that
‘infidelity, unrestrained as-it is in this land
of error, should be able to produce so little
evil, is indeed honcurable to the instincts
-of our nature, and {o the truth of a reli-
.gion, which, mutilated and corrupted as it
is, can still maintain its superiority.
‘Where every man is allowed to have a
-faith of his own, you will not wonder if
-the most ludicrous opinions should some-
‘times be started, if any opinions in so im-
-portant a mattér may be called ludicrous
without impiety. The strangest which I
-have yet heard is that of an extraordinary
-yan who had passed great part of his life in
Spain. It was hisepinion that there is no
God now, but that there would be one ky
-and by; - for the organization of the uni-
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-verse, when it became perfect, would pro-
duce a universal Mind or common Scnso-
rium. A sailor, who published the His-
“tory of his’ Voyages, expresses his abhor-
rence of a watery grave, because it would -
be out of reach of the sun, which else, he
"thought, weuld revivify him in the shapg
of some plant or animal, such perhaps as
he might have had a sympathetic affection
for while he lived. Pythggoreans in diet
have been rather more common than in
faith. A cextain ThomasTryon attempted
to form a sect of such abput a century agos
the disciple who wrote his epitaph says
that he. almost worked his body up into
soul: ' But, though almost every folly
aecems to strike root in England as in a con-
genial soil, this never could be naturalized.
The pulse diet of Shadrach, Meshsch and
Abednego, would hardly become popular
in a country where Beef-eater is a title of
bonour, where the soldiers march to battle
with a song about roast-beef in their
mouths, instead of a prayer, and where
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the whole nation personify themselves by
the name of John the Bull*. This Tryon
published a few books in his lifetime: his
pect, if he ever formed any, died with him
~and he is so nearly forgotten, that, whea
I heard Mim spoken of lately, a new book
upon the same principle being the topic of
conversation, the rest of the company
were as ignorant of Iis existence as myi
self. - The new book which fed to this is.

the work of Ritson,ene of the most learned -
English antiquarians, but of so-anhappy a

temper, that it is generally believed he is-
deranged. We should - think him poss
sessetd, from: the evidencs of this eskay;.
‘every page and almost every line of whidlt
teems with blasphemy ; —it is full of opes.
and avowed hatred of Religion and-of Nas-
ture, and declarations that if there he a:
God, he must be a Being who delihts in.

-® Juan el Toro.. It is-needless to comment upon-
this ‘passﬁge 3 there may, hewever, be some readers-
‘who do npt knpq that Beef-eater is a corrdption of
Buffetier, Buffet is a eup-board—or side-beard-

. displayed. Beax-.faik—Tn..
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malignity. God bave mercy upen this
poor wretched man, who seems to find a
heavier pumishment in the wickedness of
his own heart, than earthly: laws could in-
flict upon him ! ‘ o
.. The principle of abstaining frem animal

food is not in itself either culpable or rie
diculous, if decently discussed. e know
that in many cases where indulgenee is not
sinful, abstinence is meritorious. There i»
therefore nothing irreligious in the opiniony
and certaiuly it is favourahle in some of itg
consequenses to morality. But ultimaiely
it resolves itself into the political question,
quther the greater population can be-
maintained upon animal or vegetable diet}
It is to be wished the pythagoreans in
England were numerous and pbilosophical
enough fo carry on a series of experiments
upon this subject, and upon the phisical
effects of their system.

We who acknowledge fasting to be a

duty at stated times, gad an act of deve-
tion at others, and who have the-example
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of the more rigid monastic' orders, shall
tbink these people: less absurd than their
own eountryman think them, and peihaps:
less than they really are, as the principles
of religion have nothing to do with their
speculations. But what will you say when
1 tell you, that there are also Pagans in the
country, aotual worshipers of Jupiter and
Juno, who believe in Orphans ipstead of
Christ, Homer and Hesiod instead of thd
prophets, Plato and Plotinus instead of thé
apostles ? There is a'story of an Englishs
man at Rome who pulled off his hat toa
statue of Jupiter, saying, ¢ I beg, sir, if
ever you get into power again, you will
remember-that I paid my respects to yon
- in your adversity.” Those whom I now
spedk of are more serious in their faith. I
- have heard of one who sacrificed a cock to
Esculapius, at midnight, and upon a high
place, in the midst of a large city.
¢ The great apostle of the Heathen gods is
one Thomas Taylor. He openly avows his
beljef, saying, in a page prefixed to one of
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his works, which he dedicates to the Sacred’
Majesty of Truth,—¢¢ Mr.Thomas Taylar,
the Platonic philosopher, and the modern-
Plethon, conconant to that' philosophy,
professes polytheism.” For many.years he
has been labouring indefatigably (o propa-:
gate this faith by the most unexceptionable’
means, that of translating the Heathen'
philosophers, and eluycidating their most
mysterious parts. His doctrines ‘have’
made little or no progress, not betanser
they are too nonsensical, for in these cases-
the more nonsense the better, but because®
they are too obscure, and require too much:
attention to be understood, if, indeed, they -
be not altogether unintelligible. His fame,-
however, has reached the Continent. Early*
m the French Revolution the Marquis Va.
ledi came over to visit him: he: called at
his house, dressed in white like an aspi.
rant ; . fell at his feet to worship the divine’
restorer of the Platonic philosophy:; Tose
up-to.put a bank note of twenty paunds in
his hand as an offering, and insfsted upoa.
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being permitied to live in the house with
him, that he might enjoy every possible
" oppbrtunity of profiting by his lessons. Ia
vain did the philosopher represent the wan€
-ef room-in his house, his method of living,
the inconvenience to himself and: to his
pupil. ‘Nothing would satisfy the man
qnis,—if there was no ether room, he
would hare -a bed put up in the stody
wheie they were conversing ;—away he
went to order it, and was immediately dow
mesticated:—After some little time it was
discovered that he was disposed {0 worship
the wife instead of the husband, and here
ended the Platonism. They parted, how-
ever, in friendship. Valedi had leftFrance.
to escape from a youug wife, because, he
said, she had mo soul: he went back te
- take a part in the Revolution. Tayler saw’
bim in the diligence as he was seiting off';-
ke was in complete regimentals, with &
fierce cocked hat,—and his last words
were, ¢ { came here Diogenes; and I return
Alexander.” His faté was like that of
‘many wiser and betécr men ; he perished
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by the guillotine, being one of the twenty.
two who suffered with Brissot.
Transmigration forms a part of this Py-
thagorean Platenist’s creed. He says of
Julian the Apostate, ¢ The greatness of
his soul is so visible in his writings, that
we may safely believe what he asserted of
timself, that he bad formerly been Alex.
ander the Great™. - ' '

Y
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Eagerness of the English to be at war with
‘ _ Spain. -
Iris amusing enough to hear these people
talk of the pride of the Spaniards, when
-they themselves are as proud as thePorty-
gueze. 'The Dons, as they call us, are, in
their conception, very haughty, jealous
to excess, and terribly revengeful, but
honourable and right rich ; therefore they
like to deal with us in time of peace, and
the slightest rumour of war makes every
sailor in the service think he is infallibly
about to make his fortune. So whenever
the government begin by going to war
“with France, it is calculated upon that war
with Spain will follow. They reserve it as
a sweetener for the nation; when the peo-

|}
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‘ple begin to be weary of their burthens,
‘and to suspect that no good can come of a.
" contest.carried on without vigour, without
system, and infact without objector means,
a declaration against Spain puts them -in,
good humeur, the seamen come from theit
hiding-places, and pirates swarm out from.
-gvery sea-port. ' .
There is certainly nothing like national
enmity between England and Spain, each
nation is too honourable not to do justice
‘to-the character of the other, They speak
of our weakness with a contemptuqus pride,
which sometimes excites a Spaniard’s
shame, but morefrequently hisindignation ;_
but in their soberand settled judgment they
avow that it .is the interest of England to
see us strengthened rather than humiliated, -
and that their wishes accord with their true
policy. They say, and say truly, that
Spain and Portugal, united and in health,
would form an excellent counterpoise to
the power-of France ; that our peninsula:
seems made by Nature to be a powesful
¥OL. III. 1 :
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empire, and that it-would be to the advan-
tage of Europe that it should again become
so. Yet upon the slighdest pretext for

. quarrelling with us-all this would be for.

.

gotlen; the prospect of plunder would
intoxicate the people, the government
would do any thing to gratify the sailors,
and the buccaneering would begin again.
They forget that in proportion as they
weaken Spain they derange still miote the
balance of power : they forget that by cut-
ting off the cominanication betwesn the two
countries, they compel us to use our own
marmufastures instead of theirs, tlius teache
ing us to become independent of them,
aud doing for us what we oughtte do for
ourselves ; - and they forget also that war
forces us to become again a military nation,

and disciplines a navy, which only wants

discipline to contend once moze for the so-
vereignty of the sens. -
"After all, if a balance were struck, Eng-
land would find little reason for triamph.
Our gunboats have injuted the commerce
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of Eagland more than the navy of England
csn hurt. the trade of Spain. A galleon
in the course of a seven jyesrs’ war is but
a poor compensation for Gibraltar seven
" years blockaded, and the straights lined
with armed vessels, like a defile, which
camée'out like greyhounds upen every mer-
chaat ship, and insulted and endangered

- their three-deckers.

But never werea people so easily dupeda
They  believe one and all that their last
war with us was exceedingly glorious,
because, by the cowardiee of some of our
. eaptains and the insubordination of others,
our fleet suffisred that unfortunate defeat
off Cape 8t. Vinceat. They do not remem-
. ber how-we beat their famous Nelson from
Tencriffe, where he lefta limb behind him
as a relick to show that he had been there.
They forget their disgraceful repulse at
Ferrol, and their still ‘more disgraceful
atiempt upon Cadig, when, in spite of the
govermbr’s admirable letter, which stated

12
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the situation of the town, and in spite of
the destructive consequences of victory te
themselves, if they had been victorious,
their troops were actually embarked in the
boats for the purpose of inflicting the
curse of war'upon a people-then suffering
pestilence and famine. England cught
to regard it as the happiest event of the war
that the commander recalled his orders in
time, either for shame or humanity, or
more truly-under the impulse of a mercifiil
Providence ; for had thedisease once found
way into that fleet, powerful asit was, all
discipline would kave been at an end'; ‘no
port could have refused admittance to such
an armament, and the pestilence would
have ‘been spread from one extremity of
the Mediterranean to “the other, and to
England herself at last.. ‘

They wonder that no expedltlon was
sent against our American possessions;
not in the least doubting that Mexico. and
‘Peru.would have fallen into their hands—
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. a8 if we Tiad 'not sent back their Draké-and
their -Ralegh- with shame, and as’ if the
age of their Raleghs and Drakes was not
over! After the overthrow of Dumouriez
and his party in France, Miranda came
over to England, hoping to be employed:
in some such wise project against his native
country. As quacks of every kind, poli-
tical as well ‘as physical, flourish in this
igland, it is surprising that his tales were
not listened to as well as thosé of the
French emigrants; for the ignorance of
this nation with respect to the history and
Ppresent state of eur colonies is. profound..
They do not know that after having des
stroyed the bloody. and execrable idolatry:
of the American Indians, we imparted to.
them oux arts, our language and our reliv
gion ; and that the spiritual . conquests- of;
out missionaries were not less rapid, nor
" less extraordinary, than the victories of
Cortes and Pizarro. In the sixteenth
century, the language, history and customs
1.3
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of Mexico and Peru were elucidated in
books printed in the country, and now, in
the nineteenth, nothing issues from the
press in Jamaica and the other English
“Islands, except afew miserablé newspapers;
every number of which contains something
disgraceful to the English character and
to buman nature. I have seen some of
these precious publications. They abound
with notices which show with what prb«
priety these islanders cry out against the
eruelty. of the Spanish conquerors. - Pom.
pey, or Oroonoko, or Quashee, (for theso
beretics never baptise their slaves!) is ads
vertised as a run-away :- he is to be known
by the brand of a hot iron upon his breast
or forehead, the scars of the whip, and
perhaps the mark of his fetters ;—and it is
sometimes added that he is supposed to be
harboured by his wife—harboured by his
wife! This phrase alone is suﬂicwnt for
national infamy.
It amuses me to hear these people talk
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of their West Indian possessions. Eng- .
land has as great an idea of her own im-
portance and power, as a onec-eyed man
has of the magnitude of his nose, when
the candle is on his blind side.

14
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Ezxcursion to Greenwich.—~Watermen.~—
Patent Shot Tower.—Albion Mills.—
Essex Muarshes.

Tae English say that their palaces are
like hospitals, and their hospitals like pa-
laces ; and the exterior of St. James’s and:
of Greenwich justifies the saying. I have
seen this magnificent asylum for old sea-.
men, which is so justly the boast of the
nation.

As it was my wish to see the whole.
course of the riyer through the metropolis,.
I breakfasted-at the west end of the town
with W. who had promised to accompany.
me, and we took boat at Westminster
bridge. From no part of the river are so
many fine objects to be seen as from this.
On one side are the graves and palace of.
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the Primate at Lambeth ; on the other, the
residence of the Speaker; which is now re.
peiring in collegiate style; the abbey ; and
‘Westminster Hall, the great court of jus-
tice, whose - prodigious size and greater
antiquity reader it an.object not less vene-
rable and impressive than. the minsggni.
The boats which ply upon. the Thames
" are admirably. constructed ;- long, light,
and sharp, they. almost fly through- the
water. Theyarenpmbered and registered ;
the watermen wear a badge, and have a
particular costume—any deviation from
the ordinary English dress is an improve-
.ment ;—the fares, like those of the hackney
coachmen, are regulated by law, and it is
the cheapest as well as the pleasantest
mode of conveyance.- On Sundays they are
forbidden to ply *—one of the stupid and
superstitiousinterdictions this of Calvinism
" ® A certain number of watermen are permitted to -
ply on Sundays; they pay an annual acknowledgment
on that account to the Watermen’s Company! Relis -
gion and profit are thus combined | —Tr.
15.
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—forSunday is the very day on which théy
would- find the most employ. They sit
idly upon the bench before the alehouse-
doer by the-water-side, cursing the reguila-
tion which keeps them idle ; and the ui-
lucky person whese way lies along the
river must toil through dust and heat, 2
double distance perhaps, because forsooth
o manner of worklstobedonenponthe
sabbath day.

‘ The banks of the river are not made
ornamental o the city :*a few streets-come
down to it at right angles, but none are
built parellel with. the water. The first
remearkable object below the bridge is a
tower constructed for making shot by a

new process: the:history-of its invention .

is"curious. ‘About five-and-twenty years
agoa Mr.Watts was engaged in this trade:
his wife dreamt that she saw him making
shot in anewmanner,and related her dream
to him : he thought it worth some atten-
tion, made the experiment, and obtained

a patent for the invention, which ke af-

LI I




ALBION MILLS. 179

terwards sold for ten thousand pounds.
A rmnge of buildings called the Adelphi,
which are the handsomest.in Landon bes
. causethey ams faced with a composition
baving the appcarance of stone,~Somer-
set House, a magnificent public building,,
of which the work goes en go slawly, that
one half the edifice will in the natnral
oourse of decay-become a rain before the
ether is finished,~—and the gardens of the
Temple, one of the law-colleges or inns of
court as they are called, give some interest
to this part of the river: the shoresare
every where chogked with barges, of which
4 great namber areladen with earth-~coal.
- A fine sweep of steps ascends from the
#iver to Blackfriars—the socond of the
three bridges, close by which the commen
sewers discharge themselves, and blacken
the water round about. -Thereis a strong
eclio under this bridge. On the Souths
wark side are the ruins of a large building
¢éalled the Albion: Mills, which- was ereoted
for the purpose of securing te the metro-
16 ’
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polis a certain supply of flour. A:great
capital was vested in this useful undertak«
ing ; but perhaps*in no country are cla»
mours so easily raised by the interestedy
and so greedily believed by the ignorant,
as in Englanid. The very axioms of com-
mercial policy are.not understood by.the
people; and it required all the. firmness and
all the influence. of Mr. Pitt, daring the
scarcity, to save the country from the in
“gvilable miseries which a maximum would
have occasioned. The millers'themsélves,
best awate of what roguery might be prac+
tis¢d in their own trade, spread abroad res
parts that the flour was. adnlterated -with
all: sorts of base mixtures. The Albion
Mils took fire ;. whether by accident o
mot.is.doubtful: but the mob, who on all
such oacasions bestir themselves to extin«
grish .a.fire with that ready and disin-
terested activity which characterizes the
English, stood by now as willing spectas
dors of the i;onﬂa,.gg'aiion;_ and befire the
engines had ceased to.play upon the smoks,
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ibg ruins, ballads of rejoicing were printed
and sung upon the spot.. The fire broke
out daring the night, a strong breeze was
blowing from.the east,. and the parched
corn fellin a black shower abovea league
distant : even fragments of wood still burn,
ing, fell above Westminster-bridge. ‘There
is.a floating mill upon theriver thus cony
structed :  a gunr boat is moored head and
stern, with a house built on it, and a
wheelon each side which works with the
- tide. ..
. The passage. of the third bndgv is oonn
sidered as.an achjevement of some little
visque : our boat shot through it like an
arrow. Close to the bridge -are the great
water-works by which the city is supplied.
‘When it is considered that all the filth of
this prodigious metropohs is emptied into
the river, it is perfectly. astonishing thag
any people should consent to drink it.
One week’s expenses of the late war would
bave built an aqueduct from the Surry hills,
apd an hundred fountains to have distris



188 ° LETTER LxvVL
buted its stores. The Thames water fer- -
ments and purifies itself: inits state of for«
mentation it is inflammable. St. Pauls
and the Monument are the main objects in
this reach. Below the bridges is the Tower
of London, and a forest of shipping : her¢
indeed ‘we saw how truly this city may be
called the modern Tyre. Wharfs and
warehouses extend in this direction, far
beyond any part of the eastern city whick
1 had explored. New docks upon a great
scale are nearly completed in a marsh,
called the Isle of Dogs, so named, it is
#aid, because the'body of a man who had
been murdered, and buried there, was dis»
covered by the fidelity ofa dog *.
* At length wé came in sight of green
- fields and trees. Themarshes of Essex, from
whence London is so often covered: with
fogs, were on one side ; the Kentish hills,
not far distant, on the other; the famsus
observatory of Greenwich, from wience the

_® The king’s hounds were kept there whep there
was a royal palace at Guenmch —TRs
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English calculate their longitude ; and the
hospital, a truly noble building, werthy, of

the nation which has erected it, and of the
purpose to which it is consecrated. The pa-
lace of the Tudors stood here.—Charles I1.
began to rebuild it, and William appro-
priated it to its present use. About 2000
disabled seamen are supported here, and
boys arve educated for the navy. We saw
the refectory and the church : but, asin a
~ Relicario, the place excited teo much
feeling to obtain much attention.: we were
in the asylum of those sailors, whose skill
and courage are unrivalled, a race of men
without fear, and as generous as they are
brave, 'What volumes might be compiled

from the tales which these old chroniclers -

eould tell! There is not a shore in the ha«
bitable world but has been visited by some
or other of these men, nor a hardship inci-
dent to human nature which some of them
have not sustained. '

‘We walked into the park, and up the

hill, where the rabble of L.ondon assemble ’

L4
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on Easter Monday, and roll down its green.
side; men and women promiscuously.
From hence we had a noble prospect of
the river, the distant shipping, and the-
pestilential marshes of the opposite coast.

A story is told of an old native of these
marshes, who carried on a thnvmg trade
in wives. He chose them from the hill--
_country, and within a few years married
and buried eight, all of whom he brought.
home upon one horsg. .
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‘Spanish Gravity the Jest of the English
—Sunday evening described.—Society
~ Jor the Suppression of Vice.—Want of

- Holzdays.—-Bull—baztmg -—B'oxmg ‘

Oxz of the great philosophers here has
advanced a theory that the nervous. and
electric fluids are the same, both being
condensed light. If this be true, sun-shine
1s the food of-the brain; and it is thus ex.
plained why the southern nations are so
much more spiritual than the English;
and why they in their turn rank higher in
the scale of intellpct than their nor&hem
nelghbours.

Spanish gravity is the jest of this people '
‘W henever they introduce a Spaniard upon’
thestage, it i5 to ridicule him for his pridey
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his jealousy, and his mustachios. Ac-
cording to their notions, all our women
who are not locked up in convents, are
locked up at home; guarded by duennas
as. vigilant as dragons, and husbands,
every one of whonr ises-fierce as the Grand
Turk. They believe, also, that a Spaniard
thinks it beneath his dignity ever to laugh,
sxcept when be is reading Don Quixotte;
then, indeed, his muscles are permitted:te
relax. ' -

1 am wriling upon Sunday evening, at
the hour when in our cities the people are
#t the theatre or ihe bull-fight; when in
every streetand village the young are dano»
ing with their castanets, and at every
door you hear the viola. What is the
sdenc in England at this time ? All publi¢
amusements are prohibited hy the demon
of Calyinism ; and for private ones,~half
the people seriously believe that were they
to #euch a caxrd on d Sandny, they should
immediately find the devil under the table,
whois said to have actually appeared upon
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such an occasion. to an old lady at Bath.
The Savoyard, who goes about with his
barrel-organ, dares not grind even a psalm«
tune upon the sabbath. The old woman
whe sells apples at the corner of the street
has been sent to prison for-profanation of
the . Lord’s-day, by the Society for the
Suppression of Vice ; ‘the pastrycook, ine
deed, is permitted to keep his shop-wine
‘dow half open, because some of. the soe
ciety themselves are fond of iced creams.
'Yonder goes acrowd to the Tabernacle, as
dismally as if they were going to a funeral ;
the greater number are women ;— inquire
for their husbands at the ale-house, and
you will find them besotting themselves
there, because all amusements are prohi»
bited as well as all labour, and they cannot
- lie down like dogs, and sleep. Ascend a
step higher in saciety,—~the children are
yawning, and the parents agree that the
~ clock must be toa slow, that they may
acodlerate supper and bed-fime. In the
highest ranks, indeed, there is little or np

»
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distinction of days, except_that- there is
neithier theatre nor opera for thiem, and
some among them scruple at cards. At
tempts have even been- made to shut up
tlie public ovens on this day, and convert
the sabbath into a fast for the poor. And

these are the people who ridicule bpamsh
' gravnty, and think they have reformed re-
ligion, because'they have divested it of all
that is cheerful;. althat is beautxful and
all that is inviting.

Our peasantry have a never-faﬁing
source of amusement in the dance and the
viola. Here the poor never dance; in-
deed, illegal dancing is a punishable crime,
and'if ‘they donot dance illegally they can-
not dance at all. This requires some ex-
planation. Partly from custem, still more
from the nature of the climate, there is no
dancing here in the open air; the houscs
of the poor are too small for this diversion ;
they roust therefore meet at some public
house where there is a room large enough.
The rich do this also ; but- dancing at a.
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peso-duro a-head, ‘and dancing at two
reales, are very different things—the one
is called a‘ball, the-other a sixpenny hep.
The rich may take care of their own'mo-
rals—the police must look after the poor.
These public dancing-rooms are excellerit
preparatory schools for the brothel, and
the magistrates very properly endeavour to
suppressthem,—orshould endeavour,—for
the recent institution :of a society for the
suppression of ‘vice, seems to imply -that
the laws are net executed without such-as-
sistance. Here I must remark, that if there
e one-thing by which the £nglish are pe-
-culiarly distinguished from all other pee-
ple in the world, it is by their passion. for
exercising authority and-enacting laws.
“When half a'score or 2 dozen men com-
‘bine for any common purpose, whether to
-establish an insurance-office, .to cut a ca-
‘nal, or even to set spies upon apple-women
-on a Sunday, they embody. themselves into
‘a company, choese:out a vepresentative '
~committee and a president, and issue their
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resolutions with all the formms of a legisla-
tive bedy. - It will be well if the state does
not one day feel the inconvenience of this
taste forlegislation.
. Music is as little the amusement of the
people as dancing. Never was a nation so
unmusical. Perhaps the want of leisure
may be the cause. They reproach the
Catholic religion with the number of its
holidays, never considering how the want
of holidays breaks down and brutalizes the
labouring class, dnd that wherethey occar
seldoni they ate unifermly abused. Christ-
mas, Easter, and Whitsuntide, the only
aelsom of festival in England, are always
devotedbythe artifigers and the peasantry
1o riot and intoxication.

Youn may well conceive of what charae-
ter the populer amusements needs must be,
in a country where these is nothing to sof-
ten the manmess or ameliorate the.condition

.of the pour. The practice of bull-baiting

is not ‘merely permitted, it is even enjoyed
by the municipal law in some places. At~
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tempts have twice been made in the lagis-
Iature to.suppress this barbarous custem:
they were bafled and ridiculed, and some
of the most distinguished {members weve
absurd enough, and hard-hearted endugh
to assert, that if such sports were abolish-
ed, there would be an end of the national
- courdge. -Would to Heaven that ‘this
were true! that English courage had no
better foundation than brutal ferocions
oruelty ! 'We should no longer be insulted
in our ports, and our ships might defy
their buccaneering cruisers. Do not sup-
" posé- that- this bull-baiting has any the
smallest resemblance to our bull-feasts.as
Even these I should agree with the Conde
de Norasia, and with the Church, in cons
- demning as wicked and inhuman; but
there is a splendour in'the costume, a gai-
éty in the spectacle, a skill and a courage
displayed in the action, which afford some
apology for our countrymen, whereas this
English sport is even more cowardly then
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the bulk-fights of the Portugnese+. The
men are exposed to-no danger whatever;
they fasten the animal to a ring,.aod the
amusement is to.see himtoss the dogs, and
the dogs lacerate his nostrils, till they are
weary of torturing him, and then he isled
to the staughter-house to be butchered afigr
their clumsy and cruel method. Thebear
and the badger are baited with the same
barbarity ; and if the rabble can get no-
thing clse, -they will divert themselves by
worrying cats to death. '

‘But the great delight -of the English is
in boxing, or pugilism, as it is-more sci-
entifically denominated. This . practice
might easily be -suppressed; it is against
the Jaws ; the magistrates 'may interfere. if
they - please; and its frequency therefore,
under such circumstances, is an irrefraga-
ble proof of national barbarity. Cudgel-

+ The horns of the bull are tipt in Portegal, to

preserve the horse. In Spain, -where no sash pree -

caution is taken, it is not. unusual to see the horse’s
entrails trailing along the ground,~Tr.
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plying; Guattdrstal; brdad-sword, dil of
Whick; biutal £ stich gladistorial exhibie
tionis ade; miglit have giveni ¢ the soldisre
a serviceable dexterity, have yieldad to tHis
fliforé briita} sport, if (Hdt ity be.taded
sport which stinetinies proves fatal. W ki
airiitch is madd bitweed two prige-fighters,
thie titlifigs are iminédiitely comihdnicited
to thé piiblic in the newspapen and t)é-
ragraphs occasiondlly apjpedt; sajing thié
rivals are.in trainifig;, What edércise tliey
také, and Whiit aiel; for some af thetis feod
upon raw beef as a preparative.—Medin-
time, the amateurs and the gamblers choose
their party, and the state of the betts ap-
pears also in the public newspapers from
time to time: not unfrequently the whole
is a concerted scheme, that a féw rogues

" may cheat a great many fools.—When the
combat at length takes place, as regular a
report is prepared for the newspapers as if
it were anational victory—the pamculars
are recorded with a minnteness at once ri-
diculous and disgraceful ; for every move-

VOL. Il 1 3
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ment hds its technical or slang name, and
the unprecedented science of the successful
combatant becomes the theme of general
admiration. . - . .
... Yet, notwithstanding all the attention
- which these people bestow upon this savage
- grt, for which they have public schools,
. they. are outdone by savages. When one
of the English squadyons of discoyery :was
at Tongataboo, severalof the natives boxed
with the sailors for love, as the phrase is,
and in cvery instance the savage was vic-
torious.. -
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The Abbé Barruel.—Journey of two™
- Englishmen to Avignon.to join a So-
ciety of Propheis.—Extracts from
their prophetical Books.-

I nan prepared for you an account of a’
pscudo-prophet who excited much atten-
tion in London here at the beginning of
the last war, when, almost by accident, I
was made acquainted with some singular
circumstances which are in some manner-
connécted with him, and which therefore
should previously be told. These circum-
stances are as authentic as they are extra-
ordinary, and supply a curious fact for
the history of the French Revolation.

. 'We were talking one cvening of the

' K2
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Abbé Barruel’s proofs of a conspiracy
against the governments, religion, and
morality of Christendom. A friend of J.’s
said, there was abvut ag much_truth in it
as in one of Madame Scudery’s romances;
the characters introdueed were real persons,
to whom false motives and manners were
imputed ;. a little of what was ascribed to
them -had really occurred, but the whole
plot; coleuring, and eostunte of the: book,
were fictitious.. It was a work, said. ke,
written to serve the purposes of a party,

with the same spirit and the same imtent
~ as these which in old times led to such
absusd and menstrous calumnies against
the Jews; and kiad its intcnt. sueceeded,.
thﬂe woul} have been & political St. Bar.
tholomew’s dsy in England. True it was
thnt a society had existed, whose object was
to change or to influence the governments
of Europe; it was wellorganizedand widely
extended, but enthusiasm, not infidetity,
was the means which:they employed. = -

In proof of this, be stated the: sum. of
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what T shall relate more at length from the
book to which he referred as his authority,
and which I obtained from him the next
morning.  Hs title is this,~—.4 revealed
Knowledge of séme Things thatwillspecd-
gy bs fulfilled in the World, commanicated

_ toa Numberof Christiansbrought together
at Aviguon, by the Power of the Spiritef
6od from all Nations ; now published by
his Dsvine Command, for the Good of el
Men, by John Wright his Servant, and orie
of the Brethren. London, printed in the
Year of Christ 1794, I is one of those
innumerable pamphdets, which, being pub-
lished by inferior bgoksellers, and ecircu-~
latihg among sectarians and fanatics, ne-
ver rise into- the hands of those who are
called the public, and .escape the notioe of
- all the literary journals. They who peruse
them do it with a zeal which may truly be
called consuming ; they are worn -out. like
a schoolboy’s grammar ; the form in which
they are sent abroad, without ceversto prow

K3
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tect them, hastens their destruction, and
in a few years they disappear for ever.
Johit Wright, the author of this narra-
dive, was.a working carpenter of Leeds, in
Yorkshire; a man of strong devotional }
“feelings, who seems, like the first Quakers,
to havehungered and thirsted after religious .
trath in a Jand where there was none to
impart it. Some travelling Bwedenborgian
preachers having heated his imagination,
he was desirons of remtoving to Londos,
to find out the New Jerusalem Church.
it was no easy thing for a labouring man
with a large family to remove to such a
distauce: hawever, by working ovcr hours, -
he saved money enough to effect it. The
New Jerusalem Churchdid notsatisfy him ;
‘every thing was too definite and formal,
too bodily and gross for a mind of his com-
.plexion. But it so happened that at this
-place of worship he entered into talk with
a converted Jew,; who, when &ie learnt his
state of mind, and that he expected the
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yestoration of the Jews would shortly be
accomplished, said to him, I will tell yow
of a man who is just like yourself;-his
name is William Bryan, and he lives in
such a place. .
' Brym was a journeyman “copperplate:
. printer.  J.’s friend saw him once at the
House of one of the Brotherists; he says
that béfore he saw ‘him he had heard of
hisrescmblance to the pictures of our Lord,
but that it was sb striking as truly to asto-
nish him. These features, his full clear
and gentle ‘eye, the beauty of his com-
plexion, which would havebeenreinarkable
even in a girl, and ‘the voice, in which
words flowed from him with such unaf-
fected and natural eloquence as to remind
the hearer of the 6kl metaphorical déscrip-
‘tions’ of oratory, umited' to‘produce such
ait effgct upon his believers as-you may
conceive, considering that they were cre-
dulous, and he - himself undoubtedly sin-
‘cere. Wright had now found a man after -
his own heart. They were both Quietists;'

K ¢
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whom for want of a guide their awn good
feelings led astray, and their experiences,
he says, operated with egch ether, as face
answers face in a glass.

Bryan told him of a society of prophets
at Avignon, gssembled there from a]l parts
of the warld. This was in the q.utumn

~of 1788. In the January of the ensuing
year Wright mistook strong inclimation
for inspirgtion, and thought the Spirit di-
rected him to join them. The same spirit

- yery Baturally sent him to communjcate”

this to Bryan, whqm he found possessed

with the same impression. Neither of them

had mapey to leave with their faml,lxeg,

to sypport themselyes upen the journey,
and neither of them upduatoo,d a wo,;d qt‘
French. Bath were determined tg gn—Brxan
thay gight,, Wright the following morn-
ing—such being their implicit qbedience
to the impuls¢’ within them, that the one
would pot wait, nor the other hasten.
Before his departare Bryan called upon a
friend, who said to him, “ Willian, [ have
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had it is my mind to ask if thou wert not’
sometimes. in want of money 2 He ae-’
knowledged that it was this want whicl
now . brought bim there; and the friend
give him four guineas. If this eame
friend was the person who' first told him of
the society-at Avigion, as may reasenably
he ‘snspected, the whele coltusion will be .
clear. One guinea be left with his wife,
who was at that time in child-bed, gave
half a guines to anbt to carry him to
Dover, and set off. )

.. Bryan’s wifé, not heing i a.state of bes
laef was. gl:eat_l) offended with Wright,
thinking that if it had net been for him her: .
hushend: would net have lefther. His own: -
‘wife was in a happier temper of mind, and’ -
eacouraged lim to go.  She had a son by
a, former husbend who was some little sup-
poxt ta her, and ihot acquiesced in the
necessity of this journey. He seems in..
deed to have communicated something of
his.own fervour to all abouthim. A young
man with whom he was intimate bought

Kb
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him several things for his journey, and gave’
. him a guinea; this same person befriended-
his family during his absence. At three
in the morning he rose ta depart: his son-
.in-law prepared breakfast, and they’ made
the watchman who had called him partake
of it, for it was severely cold. ¢¢ I then,”
says Wright, ¢ turned tomy children, who
were all. fast asleep, and kissed them,
and interceded with the great and merciful
God, relating to him their situation, in
which, for his sake, they were goiug to
beleft without any ontward dependence ;—
and dt that time some of them were lying
on a bed of shavings thes I used to bring
, from my'shop; ‘at the same time imploring
Linx thathe would be pleased to bless them,’
aud if oné friend failed, another might be
raised up, as I -did not know whether I
‘ever should see them any more; for al-'
though our first journey was to Avignon,
we did not know it would end thetre.” -
He: then went to' Bryan’s wife, ‘whom:
his own was nursing in child-bed. - The
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poar woman’s resentment had now given
‘way, the quiet self:-devotion of her hus-
_ band and his friend had almost persuaded

‘her to believe also; she burst into tears
‘when .she saw him, and saluted him, as
he says, in the fear and love of God, in
which she bade him remember ber-to her
husband. Wright then went to the coach.
Soon after they left London it began to
_rain and SNOW, and e was on the out-
side. He was of a sickly habit, always
liable to take. oo]d’, and had at this time a
bad cough.’ " A doubt came upon him,
that if the Lord had sent him he would,
certainly have caused it to be fine weather.
Besides this, he began to fear thag Bryan
wonld already have -crost the channel,
in which case, when he got to Dover, he
should 'have no money to pay his passage:.
Was it not better therefore to turn back ?
But the testimony of God’s power in his
heait, he says, ‘was greater than all thwé
t-houg ts.

-The wind had been coptrary, anddetmnedi

4]
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Bryan. They crossed over to, Calais, took
some.food; 3t an inn- theve, and got their
money changed, ‘inquired -the names of
kread, wine, and sleeping, in; the language
of the country, and which way they. were
%0 go, ang, then set, off on their jousney-
They, travelled on foot to Paris. Wriglt’s
feet were sorely, blistered ; but there wag no
stopping, for his, ¢ mind; was bound in the
spirit to travel on.” They. carried. theix
burthen by turns when bofh wereable, bug
it genexally fell upon Bryan as the stronger
man. Change of climate, howgver, aided
pl'oba.bly by the faith which was in -him,
removed Wright's cough. Their funds
just lasted to Paris; here Bryan had: ag
acquaintance, to. whose house. they went.
This-man had received a letter to,say wha
‘were coming, and that tlmy were bad. men,
Wright in particular, whom it advised him
to send back. As you may suppose, he
was- soon . fully. satisfied with them-—hq
entertained them three days, and then disx
missed them, giving them five lowis dors
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to bear .them on.' The whele journal of
their way is interesting :"it relates instances
of that subsiding of overwrought feolings
which bedily exhaustion.  proguces, -ang
which enthusiasts call desertion:; of. natm
ral thoughts and fears recursing, remenss
brances of home, and depression . which
gometimes occasionsed: self-suspicion and
Malf repentance : —with these symptems
the Chur¢h is well acquainted, as comimen
to thie deluded, and to these who are in
truth under the influence of diving inspla
ration, and they prove the sﬁ:cerity 0‘
this narrative.
At length they came udnght of' Avu
guon.. ' They washed some linen in the
* tiver, sat dewn under the bushes till it
" was dry, thenput it on; and, having thus
made their appearance as decent 8s thep
conld, proceeded:to the houseof the pro-
phets, to which, as it appears, they had.
braught with them a sufficient diyection.
"Fhe doot wasppened by ené of thébsethren,
and by a person who could speak Boglish; .
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‘and who had arrived there a day or two
before from another part of the’world:
After they had: washed and. shaved, they

were taken across the strect to anmother '

house, and shown into a large room, wheré
there was a table spread, nearly the whele
length ; ‘they were told that table was pro-
vided by thé Lord, and'when they wanted
any thing (o eat or todéink they were to
o there, and they would find a servant
ready to wait upon them. The brethren
also provided them with clothes and what-
ever else” they needed, and with mouey to
give to the poor, saying they bad orders
from the Lord to do so. _In a'short time
their Parisfriend arrived, and was admitted
& member of the society before them, that
he might be their interpreter. I wish the
form of initiation had bcen given. . They
met every evening to commemorate the
death’ of our Lord by eating:bread and
drinking wine. Very often, says Wright,
when e ‘have been sitting together, the'
fornitere in the room has been shaken ‘as:
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though it svere all coming to pieces; and
upon inguiring what was the cause, we
were'told that it announced the pres’ericé
of ango?s", and when thes¢ were rot heaid
thié Brethren were always afraid that some-,
thing was amiss, and so inquired at the
Word of the Lord. ,

You will easily suppose that they hul
orders to keep the society secret till the.
appoiated time. 1 much wish that the
book bad stated how their answers from’
the Lord were received, but on this it'is
silent. The drift and charter of the sc-
ciety arc, however, sufficiently manifested’
by the Extracts which Wright has pub-’
“lished from their Journals, and of which I“
here subjoin enough to satisfy you :

.« You will soon see the pride of the Mahometan”
in the field : several sovereigus will: unite to lay it
low. It is then that the great light ‘will sppear.’
These perfidious enemies of the name of God will’
keep themselves up for a time in - their obstinaey,
and fn the mean time will grow up he who shalt’
dostroy them, Before the end. of. this year they
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+Ml begin to show their flevceness, and you will hear
of extraordigary things and memorable feats. Yoa
will hear that the world iz filled with trouble and
dissension,; father, son, relations, friends, all will
be in motion ; and it is in this year (1789) that
all will have its begmnmg.

¢¢ Remember that the face of the world will bc
changed, and you shall see ‘it restored to its first
state. The thrones shall be ovcrturned, the earth
shall be fwrrowed gnd change its aspect. They
who shiall’ be alive at tllu time will envy the fate of
the dead.

¢ The- world, will very saon be filled. with trouble.
Ezery. where people will experience misfortunea. L
apoounce it to you before-band. The shepherd wilk
forsake bis flack 5 the sheep will be dispersed. Ha
will oppress anpther ‘land, and the nations will rise
wp in arms,

¢ You will learn very soon that a part of the
world is in onufisions that the chiefs of patlons
ape armed ope against another. ~ The earth.-will be
overflowed with. blood. You.will hear of the death:
of several sovereignss. they give themselves up to
Juxnry, they.live in pisassres, but at last one, of
them will fall and make an unhappy end.

¢ A} the eycnts of this.centary have been fore-
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aeen, and po ceptury has Dbeen distingnished by s
many prodigies, but the ensuing will be filled :with
much greater still,

“ The fire is kindled, the moment is come, the
‘Mahometap is going ta fll. Asia and Africa ave
staggerings fear pursyes them, and they have a
‘lisppue of the fate that awaits them.

. The crqas of Jews Christ shell be set up sad
tripmph in these vasf countyigs where it has been so
long dispised  Thep Palessine will become again
1he mast fortunate coueiry op the earth 3 it shall be
4be ceptrg of that faith of whioh it was the cradls,
308 fsgm thence faith will spread itself all over the
parth. All the people will embrace ite The world
will hecome again what it was in the heginning,
The eplightened Jews will embrace the Catholic faith.’
Al people will acknowledge God, the only tiue God.
:They will e guided by one omly Pastor, and go-
verned by one sale Master.

“ The second Zion has- contributéd the most to
misguide the spirits of men.  She has introduced new
Gentilzs still more monstrous than those who have
xelghed upon the earth. She only wants the statues
of the Gods to resemble the ancient times. Yea,
they have been replaced by these carnal divinities to
which they reoder a sacrilegious adoratios, and
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lavish "an incense to them which they refuse to
God. , v T
¢ The end of this century will be a series of -
‘lamities for the people. Very few men are struck
‘with the rapid decline of the present age. All the
‘nations will e erlightened to see their dangerous er-
rors. They will acknowledge how amuch they- Maye
‘been’, déoeived by the -masters who have instructed
them, and they will be desolated at the thoughts of
:baying. lost so precious a treasure, for having be-
Jieved: sach rascals. But at the marked time how
many- errors will they pot abjure, when our children

every ‘where, in the name of God, shall make their

.imptans aud monstrous errors disappear !—And thou,
.Crescent,” who so much at this day applaudest thy-
.self, the lustre with which thou shiaest is sooa te be
.eclipsed ;—thy unjust conquests have long enough
spun out the time of thy empire, and thy pawer
from one pule to another is far enough extended.

’

(Thou dost not suspect that. thy ruia is so near, ‘aod’

thou dost not know him whio is growing up to
rFate it, s .. ' .
.+ ¢ Here is. the time in which God will break the
laws made by the children of the earth. . Here is the
time wherein he will reprove the science of mea, amd
here is the time of his justice. . Thig is the time that

\
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we mnst believe all those who announce the new relgn
of the Lord, for hisspirit is vxth thiem.

¢ The "ages have ot now long to linger for the
accomplishment of the promises of ‘the Eternal.—
The Eternal calls the times which walk in the nha-
dows and- dlys of darkness, without light and without
streugth, to come and change the face of the world,
and commenoce his new reign. This is the tishe of the
new Heavens and the new Earth. - .

¢ The Eternal has spoken, I shall “simplify all
things far the happiness of my elect. The moment
is at hand when the confusion of languages shall no
more be an obstacle to the knowledge of the truth.’

¢ When the impious and his superb eagle in his
fury will dare to declsre war against the God of Hea~
wen, every-thing will give way immediately to his
pride. He(will dire to make victims for himself
among the saints whom Heaven has chosen; he will
dare to profane their asylums, to appropriate to him-
self the gifts of the Bternal by the blackest of crimes,
and by his success strengthening his pride he will be-
Heve himself master of the world. Then—then—
Heaven will stop him: a feeble child will subdue bis
valour, and his fall will teltify.thnt in the sight of
the Eternal'there is no other power but the power of
-bisarm,
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¢¢ Already the measureis filled ; already the times
are accomplished, and the reign of the Word is at
band. Terror will precede to enlighten the hlind
who go astray, to humble the abstinate bigh-minded
men, qud o punish the impious,”

"These are nq common propbecies. Ho»

nest fanaticism kias kad no share in manu.

- facturing them. Vague as the language
necessarily is, there is an end and aim in
it not to be mistaken; and it is almost
startling to observe how much of what was
designed has taken place, and how much
may still be applied ta these immediate
Limes,

Among these communioations- ¢ For the
Benefit and Instruction of all Mankiad,”
are others which are addressed to Wright
and 'Bryan, and to those who, like them,
were the unsuspecting tools of the society.
I copy them with their cyphers and forms,

Fehruary 9, 1789,

H. W. We supplicate thee to give us thy orders
about the two Englishmen B. and W. who arrived
here on Thursday the 19th instaat.
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Answer.

" O thou who walkest before them to show them the
way, Son of the Voice, tell them that very soon the in-
struction will growin their soals § they will believe it
and loveit. Then, Son of the Voice, I shall let l:heo'
know what Heaven ordains about their fate.

Question. -
M.I’t‘l ]8, 17390
By2.1.9.
- B W. Let me know the moment i which B. mi
W. shoald be convecrated.

Answer.

Son ot' the Voice, fidelity and happnmnwlll in the
first instance be the fruit of their union, the second
will fill them with love and zeal. The moment
hastens that is to call them near to us and to you.

_ Some things seem to have been inserted
in their joeurnal in condescension to the,
weaker brethren, who required to be amus-
ed. Such as the following instances :—

In the month of June, 1789, we received a let.
ter from the Union at Rome, which informed us that
the weéather was as cold there as it is in England i
the month of Japuary, and the Avchingel Raphaet
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asked the brethrea and sisters if the cold made them
uneasy, and said, Have a little patience, and the wea-
ti:er will be warnr enough,

" ¢ The 17th of June, 1789, we received a letter
from the Union at Rome, in which the_y informed us
of a sister, the dasghter of a Turk, whom Brother
Brimmore baptized at Silegia, in the dominions of
the king of Prussia, between ten and fifteen years
ago; after baving lived some time in the enjoyment
of the Christian faith, she was suddenly taken by
her father, and carried to Alexandria in Egypt*,
which is in the dominions of the Turk, whese she liv>
ed with her father in much sorwow and trouhle. Af-

ter her father was dead'she was ordered by the Arch.
angel lhphael— to dress herself in a soldier’s dress,
and fiy inio a Christian country 3 which she did, and
got aboard a Spanish ship, and from this date has
béen between two and three months at sea.”

" But théugh the society occasionally ac-
commodated itself fo the capacity of the
weaker brethren, its oracles were more
frequently delivered to correct troublesorhe

: * Alexandria would naturally be thus dutmgmshcd.
lt Avignon—this, therd'ore, is good proof of theaw-
theaticity of the book.

\
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credulity, - or Tepress more. tmubleaana
donbts
Question.
April 12, 1789.
H. W. The.three knocks which 1. 4. 7. heard ia
the mgbt was it any thm‘ lupcrnatural ?

Answer. =~ - o

To 2. 1. 9.
.. Ask no more questions, if thon bast none to make
of more importance. . |

'Qﬂ“ﬁl”.l,
April 14, 1789.
~ H. W. If it please thee, 1. 4. 7. would be glad te
know if the offerigg which he made on the mountain
was acceptable to the bord his God ?

Answer.

If Wisdom hath called thiee, if Wisdom hath been
thy guide, my son, why-dést thod stép 7 Leave to
thy ‘God the care of thy cotrluct 3 forget—forget thy-
self "in approaching to him, aud his light will en-
lighten thy soul, and thy spirit shall no mioreé make
the law. -Believe——believe, my son, that decility is
thie way which Iéadeth to knowledge y that with love
and:simplicity. thou shait have .nething to fear from
the suaves of Hell, aud .that Heaven cinhot lead thee
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atray, fOf &t is Hedvelr which hith ihitved @
thee thy route. . ~
| Questitn,
- July 8, 1789 o

W, W. 1. 4. 7. prayd to kuow if it is thé wil
of Heaven ‘thit hié should cause his wife o Eofié
with Duché to be consecrated 2

) _ Answer. .
“ MHéaven s¥es thy motive; iy ¥bn, and dpptoves
‘thy zeal; but in order that it may -také placé
sxsssasnsssss do pot think of it; thy hope is
vain.

Quécstion.,

1. 2. 3. prays the H: W. to let himi know if the

Eternal has accepted of his incense?

: ~  Anewer.

. Raphuel is the spirit which' thy heart followed;
my son, when thon ocamest into these countries td
seek’ for ati¢nce and rest: hut the spirit which con-
 Sades thy.idoa- i nbt the . spirit of Raphacl, Mis.
Stust,.sox that art called, the father of lies. Sebmit
thy . spivit to'my véice: Believe—Dbelieve, my somy
and thy God fotgives thee, anit then thy incemse is
sccipted; and: thy soturhi will cover the¢ with glery.
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. August 11, 1789.

for the B. 12 April, 1756. Of 1. 2. 3,
C. 24 March.
April 1.
If the ardour which animates thee gives at last te
thy heart over thy spirit the victory and the empire;
if thy desire renounces to discover, before the time,
the secret of the mysteries which simple reason is
not able to conceive, nothing canm, my son, convey

an obstacle to that happiness which awaits thee.
‘Walk without fear, and chase from thy soul the de~
. ceiving spirit who wants to lead thee astray. Be-
lieve—believe, my son, every thing that I reveal to
‘our elect in the name of the Eternal, and the Eternal
will make thee the forernoning instrument of his
glory in the places where his clemency wants to par-
don those of thy nation. whom the enemy seduces by

his prestiges.

.

B Question.
August 21, 1789. _
_ ® 1¢ 4. 7. prays the H. W. to inform him if it is

the will of Heaven for him also to return with
1.2, 3.

® 1.4.7.and 1. 2. 3. seem to mean the twe Englige~
men. H.W. is evidently Holy Word.

L
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Answer.

Yes. Son called, thow canst get hearken fo what
‘1 have to say unto thee. Thy fate is in thy hands.
It will be great if thou makest haste to offer to thy
God who chooscth thee the vain efforts of a useless
knowledge, ‘when it isomly necessary to obey. For-
. get—forget thy knowiedge: it fatigues thy spirits,
it hurts thy heart, and retards from thy soul the in-
fiuence. of Heaven. Renounce, in fine, to search
into the sublime mysteries of thy God. Be-
lieve—believe, and the Eternal will bless thy re-
- turn, and thy simplicity will eonfoued the knowledge,
: the pride, aad the prepossession of the seunseless
man, who believeth in his own wisdom nmch more

thaw in the wisdom of his God, .

The sabject is so curious that I think
you will be pleased to see the character of
this mysterious society further exemplified
by a few of the sentences, moral maxims,
and spiritual instructions, which they de-
livered as from Heaven. The first is suf-
ficiently remarkable :— ’

"¢ Woe to him who' dares to cover a lie with"the
sacred name of the Eternall : '
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¢ ‘One ray of light is not the entire light.
“¢¢ A wise man is sitent when he oaght to be so.
$¢ It is to the simple of heart that the ﬂem!
will grant the wisdom of the Spirit.

¢ The night was before the day,. the dcy is be-
fore the night.

¢« When God commands, he who consulteth does
not obey. -

s¢ He who walketh alone Qasily goes astray.

¢ To doubt, Is that believing ? and to tremble,
Is that to hope?

« He who thinks himself wise lies to himself,
dectives himself, goeth astray, and knoweth no-
thing.

¢ Shall man tremble when God-supports him ?

& The repentance of the wise is in bu works,
that of the fool in his tears.

¢ The child of man thinks of man, the child of
God thinks of God; he must forget every thing
else. ’

¢ Fear leads our lplrit astray; by laying a
weight upen our days it overturns wisdom, ‘it intimi.
dates nature, and the pninful seeds of uneasiness and
anguish take part in our hearts.

¢ Heaven explains itself sufficiently when it in.

"spires.

L2
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¢ Wilt thou never hear my word with the ears
of thy soul, and wilt thou never overtura the idol
of mistrust that is in thy heart?
¢ The Lord bas placed the key of his treasure
under the cup of bitterness.
« The ark of God conveys death to those who
make use. of false keys.
¢¢ Who is that man, saith the Lord, that will not
abandon his heart to me when 1 have promised .to
guide it? ' )
¢¢ ] am One, and all that is in me is One.
« Remember, and remember well, that the Word
. is but One for him who desires to comprehend ; and
there would be no more mysteries for man but for the
vanity of his heart, and the folly of his understand-
ing. . S .
¢ Is it in the tumult of the world that the voice
of the Most High can enter into the heart?
¢ Do not attach auy importance to your opinions:
Of whatavail to your fate are your very weak ideas?
¢¢ Forget all, O our friends, except Heaven and
yourselves, to obey only what Heaven prescribes to
you.”

This narrative, and these extracts, re-
quire no comment. They prove incontest-
ably the existence of a society of political
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Jesuits; they prove also, that however
little may have been the religion of these
men themselves, they were convinced how
indispensably necessary it was for man-
kind ; and that, instead of plotting to
break up the system of social order by de-
‘stroying faith and morals, faith was the
engine which they employed to prepare
society for some imaginary amelioration,
forgetting that nothing which 'is founded
upon delusion can be permanent.

- The two Englishmen remained at Avi-
gnon six months, and were then informed
by the Spirit that they might return.. The
brethren supplied them with money, so
that they went back with. more comfort
than“they came, and had a handsome sum ~
left when they landed in England, where
they both returned to their former employ-
ments, expecting the accomplishment of
the mighty changes which had been fore-
told. The Revolution brake ont.—They
who had raised the storm could not di-
rect it: they became ity victims—and

L3
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knavery reaped what fanaticismhad sown,
as they who lag in the assault enter the
breach over the bodies of the brave who
bhave won the passage for them. What
became of the Avignon society Heaven
knows. The honest dupes whom they had
sent abroad, fully prepared to welcome any -
novelty as the commencement of the Mil-
lennium, were left to their own direction.
A king of the Hebrews appeared in Eng-
land, and Wright and Bryan were, as you
may suppose, among the first to acknow-
ledge him. They imagined that the ap-
_pointed time was come, and published
these secrets of the society which they had
. been ordered to keep concenled. Of the
King of the Hebrews in my next,
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’—
Account of Richarg Brothers.
N R

My former letters must have shown you
that these English, whom we are accustom-
ed to consider as an unbelieving people, are
in reality miserably prone to superstition ;
. yet you will perhaps be surprised at the
new instance which- T am about to relate.
There started up in London, about the
beginuing of the late war, a new pseudo-
prophet, whose name was Richard Bro-
thers, and who called himself King of the
Hebrews, and Nephew of God. Hetaught,
that all existing souls had been created at
_ the same time with Adam, and his system
was, that they had alllived with him in Pa-
radise, and all fallen with him in conse-
quence of their joint transgression ; for all
) L4
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things which they saw and knew were in
God, and indced were God, and they de-
sired to know something besides God, in
which desire they were indulged, fatally
for themselves, for the only thing which is
not God is Evil. Evil was thus intro-
duced, and they for their punishment cast
into hell, that is to say, upon this present
earth ; and in this hell they have rcmained
from that time till now, transmigrating
from one human body to anoither. But
the term of their punishment is now draw-
ing towards its close: the consummation
of all things is at hand, and every one will
then recover the recollection of all the
scenes and changes through which he has
passed. This knowledge has already been
vouchsafed in part to Brothers himself,
and it is thus that he explained the extra-
ordinary relationship to the Almighty
which he laid claim to, asserting that in
the days of our Lord, he was the son of
James, the brother of Christ. You know
the heretics, in their hatred to virginity

A
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and to Mary the most pure, maintain that
when Christ’s brethren are mentioned in -
the Gospels, the word is to be understood
in its literal and carnal sense; consequent-
ly he was then the Nephew of the second
Person in the Trinity.

Human fancy, it has been said, cannot
imagine a monster whose constituent parts
are not all already in existence; it is nearly
as impossible for a new heresy to be now
devised, so prolific has human error been.
This metempsychosis not only bears a ge-
neral resemblance to that doctrine as  held
by the Orientals and by Pythagoras, but
has been lheld in this peculiar heretical

“form by the old heretic Barules, and by
the Flagellants of the fourteenth and fif--
-teenth centuries.

Brothers had been a lieutenant in the
mavy, and was known to be insane; but
when a madman-calls himself inspired,
from that moment the disorder becomes
infectious. The society at Avignon had
unintentionally trained up apestles for this.

Lb
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man. Wright and Bryan bad now for
some years been looking for the kingdom
of Christ, and teaching all within the
circleé of their influence to expect the same
promised day. Of what had been atnoanc-
ed to them, much had been too truly ac-
complished. The world was indeed filled
with troubles and dissension, the fire was
kindled, the thrones of Europe were
shaken, and one of its kings had been
brought to. an unhappy end, according
to the prediction. - The laws _made by the
children of the earth were broken, the
reign of terror was begun, and the times
disastrous to the full measure of their pro-
phecies. They had been instructed to look

" .for a miraculous deliverer and Lord of the

carth, and here was one who laid claim to
the character. There were, however,
some difficultics. At Avignon they lad
been informed, that Be who was to be the
Leader of the Faithful, and to overthrow
the kingdoms of the world, was at that
time twelve yearsold, and living at Rome;
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even his name had been revealed *, Nei-
ther in this, nor in age, nor country, did
Brothers answer the prophecy. Ogpe of
these men therefore decided in his owrr
mind that he was an impostor ; he went to
see him, with a full belief that whether he
was s0 or not would be revealed to hinr
during the interview, and he took a knife
with him, with which, if'his suspicions had
been confirmed, he was resolved to déliver
him such a meéssage from the Lord as-
Ehud carried” to the king -of Iglon.
Luckily for both parties, Brothers, who
little knew the dangerous trial he was un«
dergoing, supported his part so well, that
the desperate fanatic was converted.

'Tlre new King of the Hebrews had not
perhaps a single Jew among his believers.

# At the ninth year, the children shall be solemn-
1y offercd to the Mother of God at Genntzans; at
that time you will already have made the barbarians:
feel .the biows that you are to give them. Yess ag
that age, so very tender, united to Jou two and to
others, Charles will take up for the first time his arms $

the glory of his name shall spread cvery where.
L6
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These people, who have in old times suf-
fered well nigh as severely for their credu-
lity in false Messiahs as for their rejection
of the true one, are less disposed to lend
ear to such delusions now than in any
former time, and here than in any other
country. Here they have no amelioraiion of
theircondition to wish for; the free exercise
of their religion is permitted, what they
gain they enjoy in security, and are pro-
tected by the state without the trouble of
self-defence. The flesh pots of England
are not less delicious than those of Egypt,
and a land flowing with milk and honey
Bot so attractive for the sons of the Syna-
gogue as one which -abounds with old
clothes for the lower order, and loans and
contracts for their wealthier bretiren. The
land of promise offers nothing so tempting
to them'as scrip and omnium. The King
of the Hebrews therefore was not acknow-
ledged by any of his own people; his
scheme of pre-existence helped him out of
this difficulty. He could tell if any per-
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son had been a Jew in any former stage of.
being, and even of what tribe: that of
Judah, as the most favoured, he bestowed
liberally upon his believers, and those:
whom he hoped to convert. - He informed
M. Pitt by letter that he was a Jew, some-
of the royal family were in like manner de--
claréd to beJews, and J.’s friend received
from Bryan the same flattering assurance.’
" Besides the prophets from Avignon,
Brothers succeeded in making two other
useful and’ extraordinary disciples. The
_ one; an engraver of first-rate skill in his
art, who published a masterly portrait
of him, with these words underneath,
Fully believing this to be the man whom
Godhath appointed, I engrave his likeness.:
This was to be secn in all the print-shops.
Mr. Halhed was the other of these con-
verts, a member of the house of comimons,
and one of the profoundest oriental scho~
lars then living. This gentleman was in
the early part of his life an unbeliever, and
had attempted to invalidate the truths of
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holy writ by arguments deduced from
Indian chronology. The study of Indian

my‘h"lﬂgy brought him back to Christia. .
nity, and by a strange perversion of intel-

lect, the Triniourtee of the Hindoos con-
vinced him of the doctrine of the Trinity ;
and as he recovered his faith he lost his
wits. 'To the astonishment of the world
he published a pamphlet avowing his be-
lief that Richard Brethers was the Lion of
the Tribe of Judah, and that in him the
prophecies were speedily to be fulfilled.
Brothers wrote letters to the king and
to all the members of both houses of par-
liament, calling upon them to give ear to
the word of God, and prepare for the
speedy establishment of his kingdem upen
earth. He announced to bis believers his
intention of speedily setting out for Jera-

salem to take possession of his metropolis, .

and invited them to accompamy him.
Some of these poor people actually shut up
their shops, forsook their business and
their familios, and travelled from distant
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perts of the country to London to join hirg,
and depart with him whenever he gave the
word. Before he went, he said, he wounld
prove the truth of his mission by a public
miracle ; he would throw down his stick
in the Strand at noon day, and it shouid
become a serpent ; and he affirmed that he
bad already made the experiment -and suc~
cessfully performed it in private. A mani. «
fest falsehood this, but.not @ wilful one;
in like manner he said that he had seen
the Devil walking leisurely up Tottenham-.
Court-road ;—the man was evidently in
such a stateof mind that his waking dreams
were mistaken for realities. He threatened
London with an earthquake because of its
unbelief, and at length named the day when
the city should be destroyed. Many per-
sons left town to avoid this threatened ca-
lamity ; the day passed by, he claimed
the merit of having prevailed in prayer and
obtained a respite, and fixed another.

The business was becoming serious:
all the madmen and enthusiasts in Eng-
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land, a land wherein there is never any
lack of them, made a common cause with
this King of the Hebrews. Pamphlets in.
his favour swarmed from the press; the
prophecy of some old heretic was raked up, -
which fixed the downfall of the church as
destined now to be accomplished ; and the
number of the Beast was explained by
-Ludovicus XVI. 'One madman printed.
his drearns, another his day-visions; one
had ‘'seen an angel come out of the sun-
-with a drawn sword in his hand, another
had ‘seen fiery dragons in theair, and hosts
of angels in battle array : these signs and
tokens were represented in rudeengravings,
and the lower classes of people, to whose
capacity and whose hungry superstition
-they were addressed, began to-believe that
. the seven seals were about to be opened,.
and all the wonders in the Apocalypse
would be displayed. Government at last
thought fit to interfere, and committed
Brothers to the national hospital for mad--
men. Mr. Halhed made a speech in par~
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liament upon this occasion, the most ex-
traordinary perhapsthatever was delivered
to a legislative assembly. It was a calm
and logical remonstrance against the ille-
gality and unreasonableness of their pro-
ceedings. They had imprisoned this per- -
son as a madman, he said, because he an-
nounced himself as a prophet ; but it was
incumbent upon them to have fairly exa-
mined his pretensions, and ascertained
their trath or falsehood, before they had
‘proceeded against him in this manner.
Brothers had appealed to the Holy Scrip-
tures, the divine authority of which that
house acknowledged ; -he appealed also te
certain of his own predictions as contained
in the letters which he had addressed to
the king and his ministers;—let them
be produced, and the question solemnly
investigated as its importance deserved.

According to the rules of the house of
commons, no motion can be debated
or put to the vote, unless it be second-
ed ; Mr. Halhed found no one to second
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him, and his proposal was thus silenily
negatived.

. Thus easily and effectually was this wild
heresy crushed. Brothers continued to
threaten earthquakes, fix days for them,
and prorogue them after the day was past;
but his influence was at'an end. 'The
people had lost sight of him; and being
no longer agitated by signs and tokens,
dreams and denunciatiens, they forgot
him. A few of his steadier adherents per~
sisted in their belief, and comforted him
and themselves by remindiag him of Da-
niel in the lions’ den, and of Jeremiah in
the dungeon. He, was lucky enough to
find out better consolation for himself
There was a female lunatic in the same
bospital, whom he discovered to be the de-
stined Queen of the Hebrews; and as such
announced her to the world. At present
he and his chosen partner of the throne of
David are in daily expectation of a miracu-
lous deliverance, after which they are to
proceed to Jerusalem 1o be crowned, "and
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‘commence their reign. Plans and eleva-
tions of their palace and of the new Tem- .
ple have been made for them, and are now
being engraved for the public; and-in
these dreams they will probably continue
as long as they live. Upon madmen of
this stamp, experience has as littleeffect as
hellebote.” Their thoughts of the future
are so delightful that they forget the past,
and are well nigh.insensible to the present,
just as all other objects near or distant ap-
pear darkened to him who has been look-
ing at the sun. Their hope has neither
fear nor doubt toallay it, and ifs intensity «

* gives them a joy which could scarcely he

exceeded by its accomplishment,
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Account of Joanna Southcott.

Ix the early part of the thirteenth century
there appeared an English virgin in Italy,
beautiful and eloquent, who affirmed that
_ the Holy Ghost was incarnate in her for
the redemption of women, and she bap-
tized women in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of herself. Her body was
carried to Milan and barnt there. An
arch-heretic of the same sex and- country
is now establishing a sect in England,
founded upon a not dissimilar and equally
portenious blasphemy. The name of this
worman is Joanna Southcott ; she neither
boasts of the charms of her forerunner,
nor needs them. Instead of having an eye

kich can fascinate, and a tongue which
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ean persuade to error by glossing it with
sweet discourse, she is old, vulgar, and il-
literate. In all the innumerable volumes
which she has sent into the world, there
are not three connected sentences in se
quence, and the language alike violates
common sense and common syntax. Yet
she has her followers among the educated
classes, and even among the beneficed
clergy. ¢ If Adam,” she says, ¢ had re-
fused listening to a foolish ignorant wo-
man at first, then man might refuse listen-
ing to a foolish ignorant woman at last!”
—and the argnment‘ is admitted by her
adherents. When we real in romance
of enchanted fountains, they are described
as flowing with such clear and sparkling
waters as tempt the traveller to thirst;
here, there may be a magic in the draught,
but he who can taste of so foul a stream
must previously have lost his senses. The
filth and thc abominations of demoni-
acai witchcraft are emblematical of such
delusions ; net the golden goblet and’,
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bewitching allurements of Circe and Ar-
mida. : '

The patient and resolute obedience with
which I have collected for you someac-
"count of this woman and her system, from
a pile of pamphlets halfa yard high, will,
I hope, be imputed to meas a merit. Had
the heretics of old been half as voluminous,
and half asdull, St. Epiphanius would ne-
ver have persevered through his task.
She was born in Devonshire about the

middle of the last century, and seems to
have passed forty yaprs of her life in honest
industry, sometimes as a servant, at.others
working at the upholsterers’ business, with-
‘out any other symptom of a disordered in-
tellect than that she was zealously attached
to the Methodists. These péople were
equally well qualified to teach her the arts
of imposture, or to drive her mad ; or to
produce in her a happy mixture of crazi-
ness and knavery, ingredients which in
such. cases are usually found in combina-
tion. She mentions in her books a preache
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er who frequeated her master’s house,
and, according to her accoant, lived in
habits of adultery with the wife, trying at
the same time to debauch the daughter,
while the husband vainly attempted to se-
duce Joanna herself. This preacher used
to terrify all who heard him in prayer, and
make them shriek out convulsively. He
said that he had sometimes, at a meeting,
made the whole congregation lie stiff upon
the floor till he had got the evil spirits out
of them; that there never was a man so.
" highly favoured of God as himself; that
he would not thank God to make him any
thing, unless he made him greater than
any man upon earth, and gave him power
aboveall men ; and heboasted, upon hear-
ing the death of one who had censured
him, that he had fasted and prayed three
days and three nights, .beseeching God to
take vengeance upon that man and send
him to eternity. Where such impious
bedlamites as this are allowed to walk
abroad, it is not to be wondered at that
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madness should become epidemic. Joanna
Southcott lived in a house which this man
frequented, and where, notwithstanding
his infamous life, his pretensions to super-
_natural gifts were acknawledged, and he
was accustomed to preach and pray. The
servants all stood in fear of him. She
says he had no power over her, but she
used to think the room was full of spirits
when he was in prayer; and he was so
haunted that he never could sleep in a
.room by himself, for he said his wife came
every night {o trouble him : she was per-
plexed about him, fully believing that
he wrought miracles, and wondering by
.what spirit he wrought them. Aftey she
became a prophetess herself, she discover-
‘ed that, this Sanderson was- the false pro-
phet in the Revelations, who is to be taken
with the Beast, and cast alive with him
‘into & lake of burning brimstone.

Four persons have written to Joanna
upon the subject of her pretended mission,
each calling himself Christ! One Mr.
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Leach, a Methodist preacher, told her to
go to the Lord in his name, and tell the
Lord that ke said her writings were inspired
by the Devil. These circumstances show
how commonly delusion, blasphemy, and
madness are to be found in this country,
and may lessen our wonder at the phrenzy
of Joanna and her followers. Her own
career began humbly, with prophecies con-
cerning the weather, sach as the popular
English almanacks contain, and threats
concerning the fate of Europe and the
successes of the French, which were at
that time the speculations of every news-
paper, and of every ale-house politician.
Some of these guesses having chanced to
be right, the women of the family in

- which she then worked at the upholstering

business began to lend ear to her, and she

‘ventured to submit her papers to the judg-
ment of one Mr. Pomeroy, the clergyman

whose church she attended in Exeter. He

listened to her with timid curiosity, rather

‘wanting courage than credulity to become

voL: Iil. ™
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her disciple; received from her certain
sea'ed prophecies which were at some fu-
ture time to be opened, when, as it would
be scen that they had been accomplished,
they would prove the truth of her inspira-
tion ; and sanctioned, or seemed to sanc-
tion, her design of publishing her call to
the world. But in this publication his
own'name appearcd, and that in such a
manner as plainly to imply, that if he had
not encouraged her to print, he had not
endeavoured to prevent her from so doing.
His eycs were immediatcly opened to his
own imprudence, whatever they may have
been to the nature of her call, and he ob-
tained her consent to insert an advertise-
ment. in the newspaper with her signature,
‘stating that he had said it was the work
of the Devil. But here the parties are at
"issue: as the advertisement was worded, it

signifies that Mr. Pomeroy always sid her”

calling was from }hg Devil } on the other
“hand, Joanna and. her witnesses protest that
what she had signed was merely an acknow-
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fedzinent that Mr. Pomeroy had said, af-
ter her book was printed, the Devil had in-
-stigated her to print his namé in it. - This
would not be worthy of mention, if it were
not for the very extraordinary situation
into which this gentleman hLas broaght
himself. Wishing to be clear of the con-
nection in which he had so unluckily en-
gaged, he burnt the sealed papers which
had been intrusted to his care. From that
time all the Joannians, who are now no in-
considerable number, regard him as the
arch-apostate. He'is the Jehoiakim who
burnt Jeremiah’s roll of prophecies ; heis
their Judas Iscariot, asecond Lucifer, son
of the Morning. They call upon him to
produce these prophecies, which she boldly
asserts, and they implicitly believe, have
all been fulfilled, and therefore would con-
vince the world of the truth of her mis-
sion. In vain does Mr. Fomeroy answer
that he has burnt theseunhappy papers :—
in an unhappy hour for himself did he
burn them! Day after day long letters are
' u2
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dispatched to him, sometimes from Joanna
herself, sometimes from her brother, some-
times from one of her four-and-twenty .
elders, filled with exhortation, invective,
texts of scripture, and denunciations of the
Lawin this world and theDevilin thenext ;
and these letters the prophetess prints, fog
this very sufficient rcason—that all her
believers purchase them. Mr. Pomeroy
sometimes treats them with contempt, at
other times he appeals to their compassion,
and beseeches them, if they have any
bowels of Cbristian charity, to have com-
-passion on him, and let him rest, and ne
longer add to the inconceivable and irre-
parable injuries which they have already
occasioned him. If he is silent, no matter,
on they go, printing copies of all which
they write, and when he is worried into
replying, his answers also- serve to swell
Joanna’s books. In this manner is this
poor man, because he has recovered his
senses, persecuted by a crazy prophetess,
and her four-and«twenty crazy elders, who
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seem determined notto desist, till, one way
or other, they have made him as ripe for
Bedlam as they are themselves.

The books which she sends into the
world are written partl_y in prose, partly
in rhyme, all the verse, and the greater part
of the prose, being delivered in the charac-
ter of the Almighty! It is not possible to
convey any adequate idea of this unparal-
leled and unimaginable nonsense by any
other means than literal transcript *. -Her
hand-writing was illegibly bad, so that at.
tast she found it convenient to receive or-
ders to throw away the pen, and deliver
her oracles orally; and her words flow
from her faster than her scribes can write
_them down. This may be well believed,
. for they are mere words, and nothing else:
a rhapsody of texts, vulgar dreams and
vulgar interpretations, vulgar types and
vulgar applications :—the vilest string of
words in the vilest doggerel verse, which has

* Seenote at the end of the letter,
M3



146 . LETTER LXX.

no other connection than what the - vilest
rhymes have suggested, she vents, and her
followers receive, as the dictates of imme-
diate inspiration. A herd, however, was
ready to devour this garbage as the bread of
life. Credulity and Vanity are foul feeders.
* The clergy in her own neighbourhood
were invited by her, by private letters, to
examine her claims, but they treated her
invitation with contempt : the bishop also
didnot choose to interfere ;—of what avail,
indeed, would it have been to have exa-
mined her, when they bad no power to
silence her blasphemics! She found be-
lievers at a distance. Seven men came
from different parts of the country to exa-
mine—that is—to believe in her ; these
-were her seven stars ; and when at another
time seven more arrived upon the same
wise errand,- she observed, in allusion te
one of those vulgar sayings from which all
her allusions are drawn, that her seven
stars were come to fourtcen. Among
these early believers were three clergymen,
ene of them a man of fashion, fortune,

/
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and noble family. It is not unlikely that

the woman at first suspected the state of
her own intellects: her letters appear to
indicate this; they express'a humble sub-

_mission to wiser judgments than her own ;
and could she have breathed the first

thoughts of delusion into the ear of sonre-
‘pious confessor, it is more than probable
that she would have soon acknowledged
her error at his feet, and the phrensy which

has now. infected thousands would huve
been cut off on its first appearance. DBut

when she found that persons into whose

.society nothing else could ever have ele-

vated her, listened to her with reverence,

believed all her ravings, and supplied her
with means and money to- spread them
abroad, it is not to.be wondered at if she

went on more boldly ;—the gainfulness of
the trade soon silencing all doubts of the

truth of her inspirations

Seme of her foremost adlierents were

veterans in:credulity : they have been ini-

- tiated in the mysteries of animal magnet-

M4
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ism, had received spiritual circumecision
from Brothers, and were thus doubly qua-
fified for the part they were to act in' this
new drama of delusion. Toaccommodate
- them, Joanna confirmed the authenticity
of this last fanatic’s mission, and acknow
‘ledged him as King of the Hebrews,—but
she dropt his whole mythology. - Her
-beresy in its main part is not new. The
‘opinion that redemption extended to men
‘only and not to women, had been held by
‘a Norman in the sixteenth century,-as
svell as by the fair English heretic already

" mentioned. This man, in a book called
«Virge Veneta, maintained thata female Re-
“deemer was neccssary for the daughters of
‘Eve, and.announced an old woman of
“Venite of his acquaintanee as the Saviour
of her sex. Bordonius, a. centary ago,
broached even a worse heresy. In a work
upon miracles, prititéd at Parma, he taught
‘that women did ret participate in the
‘atonement, because they were ofa différent
-species from man, and were incapable -of
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eternal life. Joanna and her followers are .
too ignorant to be acquainted with these
her prototypes in blasphemy, and the
whole merit of “originality in her system
must be allowed her, as indeed she has
exceeded ber forerunners in the audaci{y of
ber pretensions.. She boldly asserts that she
is the Woman in the Revelations, who has
the Moon under her feet, and on her head a
crown of twelve stars : the twelve stars be~
ing her twelve Apostles, who with the se-
cond dozen of believers make up her four-
and-twenty elders. Inher yisitation it was
told her that the angels rejoiced at her
birth, because she was born to deliver
‘both men and angels from the insults of
the Devil. Let it be lawful for me to re-
‘peat these blasphemies, holding them up
to - merited abhorrence. The scheme of
‘redemption, she says, is completed in her,
-and without her would be imperfect ; by
-wvoman came the fall of man, by woman
-must comehisredemption: woman plucked
_ 4he-evil fruit, and waman must pluck the
ub
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good fruit ; if the Trce of Knowledge was
violated by Eve, the Tree of Life is reserv-
" ed for Joanna. Evc was a bone from
Adam, she is 4 bone from Christ the se-
cond Adam. She is the Bride, the pro-
mised sced who is (o bruise the Scrpent’s -
head ; she it is who claims the promise
made at the creation, that woman should
be the helpmate of man, and by her the
Creator fulfils that "promise, and acquits
himself of the charge of having given to
man the woman in vain. The cvening star
was placed in the firmament to be her type.
‘While she arrogates so much to herself,
she is proportionately liberal to her fol-
lowers: they have been appointed to the
four-and-twenty elderships : and tp one of
them, when he died, a higher character
was more blasphemously attributed: she
assured his relations that he was gone tp
plead the promises before the Lord ; that
to him was to be given the key of the bot-
tomless pit, and that the time was at hand
when be should be scen descending in the
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air,—for they knew not the meaning of
our Saviour’s words.when he said, ¢ Ye
shall see the Son: of Man' coming in the
“clouds, in power and great glory!”
The immediate object of her call is to
- destroy the Devil : of this the Devil was
aware, and that it might not be 'said he
had had foul play, a regular dispute of
seven days was agreed on betwcen him and
Joanna, in which she was to be alone, and
he to bring with him as many of the
Powers of Darkness as he pleascd : but he
was not to appear visibly ; for, as he did
not choose to make his appearance on a
former occasion, when some of her elders
went to give hiin the meeting, but had dis-
appointed them, he was not to be pérmit-
ted to manifest himself bodily now. The
conditions were, that if she held out with
argument against him for seven days, the
‘Woman should befreed, and he fall ; but if
she yielded, Satan’s kingdom was to stand,
and a second fall of the human race would
‘bethe consequence. Accordingly, she went
" M6
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alone into a solitary house for this confer~
-ence. Joanna was her own secretary upon
this occasion, and the process-verbal of the
conference has been printed, as literally
.taken down; for she was ordered to set
down all his blasphemies, and show to the
. world what the language of Hellis. It is
- by-no means a polite language ;—indeed
the proficiency which Satan displays ia
-the vulgar tongue is surprising.
Of all Joanna’s books. this is the most
curious. Satan brought a friend with him,
-and they made up a story for themselves
which hassome ingenuity. ¢ Itis written,” .
. said they, ¢“Bestill, and know that I am
~ God;” thisstill worship did not suit Satan;
be was a lively cheerful spirit, full of
\muth and gaiety, which the Lord could
not bear, and therefore cast him out of
"Heaven. This, according to Apollyon’s
- aecount of Heaven, could have been no
great evil. ¢ Thou knowest,” he says, it
"is written of God, he is a consuming fire,
and who candwell in everlasting burnings?
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Our backs are not brass, nor our sinews
iron, to dwell with God in Heaven.” The
Heaven therefore which men mistakingly
desire, is in its nature the very Hell of
which they are so much afraid; and it
. is sufficient proof of the truth of all this,
that the Devil invites them to make them-
.selves happy and lead a gay life, agree-
ably to hisown cheerful disposition, where-
as religion enjoins self-denial, penitence,
and all. things which are contrary to our
natural inclinations. Satan accounted to
Joanna for her inspiration by this solution :
Anevil spirit had loved her from her youth
up, he found there was no other access to
her heart than by means of religion ; and,
being himself able to foresce future events,
imparted this knowledge 1o her in the cha-
racter of a good spirit. This spirit, ke .
.said, was one which she had been well a¢-
quainted with; it was that of one Mr.
Follart, who had told her ifshe would not
have him for a husband he should die for
.her sake, and accordingly he had died.



»
254 LETTER LXX.

Baut this deception had now been carried
so far that Satan wasangry, and threatened,
unless she broke her seals and destroyed
her writings, he would tear her in picces.

The conference terminated like most
theological disputes. Both parties grew
warm. Apollyon interfered, and endea-
. voured to accommodate matters, but with-
out effect, and Joanna talked Satan out of
all patience, She gave him, as he truly
complained, ten words for one, and al-
lowed him no time to speak. All meu,
he said, were tired of her tongue already,
and now she had tired the Devil. This
was not unreasonable; but he proceeded
to abuse the whole sex, which would have
been ungracious in any one, and in him
was ungrateful. He said no man could
tame a woman’s tongue—the sands of an
hour-glass did not run faster—it was bet-
ter to dispute with a thousand men than
one woman. After this dispute she fasted
forty days ; but this fast, which is regarded
by her believers as g0 miraculous, was
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merely a Catholic Lent, in which she ab-
staincd from fish as well as flesh.
" The Moon which is under her feet in the
Revelations, typifies the Devil : for the
moon, it sccms, having power to give light
by night but not by day, is Satan’s king-
dom, and his dwelling-place ; he, I con. .
clude, being the very person commonly
called the Man in the Moon; a conjecture
of my own, which, you must allow, is
strongly confirmed by his horns. Once,
when the Lord made her the same promise
as .Herod had done to Herodias, she re-
quested that Satan might be cut off from
the face of the earth as John the Baptist
had been. This petition she was instructed
to write, and seal it with three seals, and
carry it to the altar when she received the
sacrament ! and a promise was returned
, that it sbould be granted. Her dreams are
usually of the Devil: Once she saw him "
like a pig with his mouth tied; atanother
time skinned his face with her nails after
= fierce battle ; once she bit off his fingers,
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and thought the blood sweet,—and once

she dreamt she had fairly killed him. But

neither has the promise of his destruction

been as yet fulﬁlled nor the dream accom-
* plished.

This phrensy would have been speedily
cured inour country ; bread and water, a so--
litary cell, and a little wholesome discipline
are specifics in such cases. Mark the differ-
ence in England. * No bishop interferes;
she therefore boldly asserts that she has the
full consent of the bishops to declare that
her call is from God, because, having been
called upon to disprove it, they keep silent.
She who was used to earn her daily bread
by daily labour, is now taken into the
houses of her-wealthy believers, regarded
‘as the most blessed among women, car-
ried from one part of England to another,
‘and treated every where with reverence
Tlitde less than idolatry. Meantime dic-

“tating books as fast as her scribes can write
them down, she publishes them as fast as
‘they are written, and the Joannians buy
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them as fast as they are published. Nor
is this her only trade. The seals in the
Revelations furnished her with a happy -
hint. She calls upon all persons ¢ to sign
their names for Christ’s gloriousand peace-
able kingdom to be established and to
~ come upon earth, and his will to be done
on earth as it is done in heaven, and for
Satan’s kingdom to be destroyed, which
is the prayer and desire of Joanna South-
cott.” They who sign this are to be sealed.
‘Now if this temporal sealing, which is
mentioned by St. John in the Revelations,
had been understood before this time, men
would have begun sealing themselves with~
outthevisitation ofthespirif ; and if she had
not understood it and explained it now, it
would have been more fatal for herself and
“for all mankind than the fall of Eve was.
“The mystery of sealing is.this : whosoever
signs his name receives a sealed letter con-
‘taining these words: The Sedled of the
Lord,the Elect, Precious, Man’s Redemp-
tion, to inherit the Tyeeof Lifeytobe made
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Heirsof God, and Joint-heirs with Jesus
Christ. Signed Joanna Southtott. 1 know
not what the price of this initiation is ; but
she boasts of having sealed above eight
thousand persons, so that the trade is a
thriving one.

Andthese thingsarebelievedin England !
in England, where Catholic Christians are
so heartily despised for saperstition; in
England, where the pevple think them-
selves so highly enlightened,—inthiscoun~
try of reason and philosophy, and free in-
quiry ! It is cerious to observe bow this
age in which we live is denominated by
every writer just as its temper accords with
his own views: with the Infidel, it is the
Age of Reason ; with the Churchman, the
Age of Infidelity ; with the Chemist, the
Age of Philosophy ; with Rulers, the Age.
of Anarchy ; with the People,.the Age of
Oppression,—every ouebeholding the pro-
spect through a celoured glass, and giving
it sunshine or shade, frost or verdure, ac-
- eording to his own fancy, none lookiog
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round him, and seeing it fairly as lt is. Yet
surely if we consider the ignorance of the
great majority of the English; the want of
anchorage for their faith, the want of able
directors for their souls, the rapidity with
which novelties of any kind are circulated
throughout the country, the eagerness with
which the credulous listen to cvery new
hla~plemy, the contemptuous. indifference
oi'the clergy to anyblasphemy, provided it
cocs not immediately threaten themselves,
the unlimited toleration shown to Jews,
Gentiles, and Ilerctics of every descrip-
tion,-—above all, if we remember that every
person has the power of. comparing these
delusive books with the Bible, of which
they arc instructed ‘to consider themselves
competent expounders,—we must acknow-
le]ge that there never was any age or
any country so favourable to the success
of imposture, and the growth of super-
stition, as this very age and this very
England.

I kave to add concerning Joanna, that
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she prophesies how she and her believers
are to be tried in the ensuing year, and that
‘this awful trial will be only second to that
of our blessed Lord at Pilate’s bar! 'What
new juggle is in preparation I pretend not
to divine. Thus much is certain, that her
believers are proof against conviction, and
you will agree with me in thinking no fur-
ther trial necessary to prove that she and
her abettors ought either to be punished as
impostors, or silenced as lunatics *.

# The Translator has heen curious enough to in-
quire the event of this trial, which may be related in
few words, Noue but ber believers assembled ; they
provided an attorney to give their proceedings some
.of the ceremonials of legality, examined witnesses to -
ﬁrove the good character of the prephctess, signeda
i)rofession of belief in hier,—and afterwards published
an account of all this folly under the title of The
Trial of Joanna Southcott. Joanna had prediocted that
at this trial she was to be cast into a trance;—not
thinking this convenient when the time appointed
came, she had a revelation to say, that if any of her
Jjudges required it, the Lord would still entrance ber,
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but that it would certamly be her death: and thus
throwing herself upon the mercy of her own accom-
plices, it will easily be guessed that none among them
insisted upen the proof., One of the company inquired
whether Satan knew he was cast by this trial ; as, in
that case, it was to be presumed he would rage
against her and her friends with the “utmost of his
fury. This gentleman would have been a good sub.
Jject for a night-mare.

D. Manuel might well say that nothing but literat
transcript could convey an idea of this woman’s vulga-
rity and nonsense ; witness the passages which he has
selected.—Tr. ’ )

’ So, learned men, no more contend,
Till you bave seen all clear,
. The Woman clothed with the Sun
A wonder to you here,
So, in amaze, you all may gaze,
As Adam did at first,
To see the -bone to him unknown,
The woman there was placed,
. The woe you see, she brought on he,
Aund the first woe for man 3— |
But how shall Satan now get free,
. She casts her woe on man,—
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Though ‘twas not she, I must tell ye,
Did cast the woe on man:

The serpent was condemned by she,
And there her woe maust come.

1t is speaking within compass, to say that she has
sent into the world above twenty thousand of such
verses as these, as the dictates of the Spirit!

‘What follows is in the words of one of her chosea
disciples :—*‘ On Mondiy morning Joanna reccived a
letter from Exeter, which informed her she would
have Mr. Jones's answer about Mr. Fomeroy in the
evening 3 and her fears for him flung her iato a vio-

- lent agitation; every nerve in her shook, and she
fell sick as though she would have fainted away. She
oould not keep in her bed, but laid herself oun the
floor in agonies, and said she kmew not whether to
pity or condemn him; but at last got up in a rage
against the Devil, aund said her revenge would be
sweet to see the Devil chained down, and she should
like, with a sharp sword, to cut him in pieces. She
then got into bed, exclaiming against the clergy, and
asked for a glass of wine; butshe brought it up im-
mediately. Soon after the bason was set upon the
bed, she took it up and dashed it violently across the

. room, and broke it to pieces, After that she bad

some lamb brought up for her dimner;, she tried to

AN
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swallow a mouthful but could not, butspit it into ano-
ther bason, and said she could ncither swallow the
wine nor the lamb, but found the fary of the Lord
break in upon her, and she dushed the second bason
on the floor. She then said she felt herself happier
and easier since she had broken both the basons 3 for
s0 would the Lord, in his anger, break the clergy.”

This is from a book with the following carious tifle:
MR. JOSEPH SOUTHCOTT,

THE BROTHER OF
’ JOANNA SOUTHCOTT, '
WILL NOW COME FORWARD AS DINAR’S BRETHREN DID,
THAT THEY SHALL NOT DEAL WITH HIS SISTER
AS THEY WOULD WITH A HARLOT,
FOR 80 THEY ARE NOW DEALING WITH HER.
AND BE WiLL PROVE YO THE WORLD WHERE THE
ADULTERY I8 COMMITTED, BY MEN WHO ARE
UNGIRCUMCISED IN HEART AND LIFK:
AND NOW HE WILL EXPEND ALL THAT HE HAS
IN THE WORLD, IF REQUIRED, IN THE HONET
PEFENCE OF HER CHARACTER, TILL HE HAS SLAIN
THE UNCIRCUMCISED PHILISTINES,
AND ENTIRELY FREEDOHIS SISTER FROM THE

REPROACHLS OF THEIR {DULTIRY,
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A few fowers of infernal eloguence should be added
from The Dispute with the Powersof Darkness. Sataa
says to her, ¢ Theu iafamous b—ch ! thou hastheen
fatteriag God that be may stand thy friend. Such low
cemning art I despise.—Thou wheening devil! stop
thy d—mn’d etermal tongue ; thou remnest c;n s0 fast
all the Devils in Hell cannot keep up with thee.—
God hath done something to chuse a b—ch of a wo-
min that will down-argue the Devil, and scarce give
him room to speak.”—It may truly be said, in Jo-
amna’s own words, « If the woman is not ashamed of
Aerself, the Denil cannet shame her.”

If the language of Joanna herself is grovelling in
the very mud and mire of baseness and vulgarity, one of
her elders has soared into the sublime of frenzy. The
passage is long, but deserves insertion, as, perhaps,
there does not exist elsewhere so complete a speci-
men of a prophet rampant. The gentleman begins
in some plain prose reflections upon the Fall, and
goes oa addressing the Devil, till he has worked him-
self up,-and begins thus to rave in rhythm. ~

¢ —Thea where’s thy ground on earth? receive
thy doom, the pit, there twist in flames, and there
thy like deceive!—Then Cain receive thy doom
from Abel’s blood. Thea where is Pharaoh and his
host? Judge then, neced Moses fear! Where is the
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Lion fallen? and the pit has oped its mouth,—the
cove.nng s dropt;—the Lamb has nought to fear—
then roar no more te shake the earth and sea.
Where now’s the eagle and vultur’d hos{— thy wings
arc pluck’d on earth, she stands defenceless, the fa-
tal net beneath.—The Dove now has protection ; she
ranges earth and sea, and soars aloft unhurt, unfeared,
to carry peace to all.—The Ark is opened now, she
brings the olive branch,~—the floods are past, where’s
now the giant race ?—Who pressed on Lot? ’Twas
thee the proud oppressor! Where art thou now ? =
Where is thy pride and city? Knowest thou the
words, come out! come out! let Sodom feel its doom.
Where now is Lot? At Zoar safe! Where is his
wife? Is she not salt all —The writing’s on the
wall.—Thou lewdly revellest with the bowls of God.
—Thy kingdom’s past away—Now see my Daniel
rise—Who cast hior in the den?—'Twas thee—
'Thou rolledst the stone, thou sealedst his doom—
the roaring Lion thee! Then let the stone return,
the seal be broke, and go thou in his stead. Where
is the image gold and B2 Where is proud Babel's
builder? Confusion is thy name: confusion is thy
doom! Let Bel asunder burst! .the pitch, and tar,
and walls of wood expose thy make, deceit,and craft,
and pass in flames away. The God of Daniel stands—
‘Danel, rise up |—Six days are past—the seventh now
VOL. III. - N
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{s here—seven times refined and purified—in inno-
cency come.—The emerald, unhurt in fire, displayi
great Judah’s son.—Let Urim’s Light and Thummim
shine in bright perfection’s day. The twelve mea
stand upon the plate—the fourth denotes great Ju
dah’s son, who is the rightful heir. The stones de-
note old Jacob’s sons, their light and quality—they
shine as stars in Jesus’ crown upon the Woman's
" head.—The sun unveil’d shall now arise—The Moon
from scarlet shall emerge—The stars from darkness
now appear to light the mfduight i:our—'l‘hén\wf'nem
" art thou, O Satan! Where are thy heads, and horns,
and dragon’stail, which slew and hurt the living stars?
Where are thy rays of fire—thy watery floods—he-
hold they are past lway—'l’hé woman’s fearsof thee
are o’er—the wilderness receives her child, whose
iron rod now feel. _The pit has oped its mouth—
thou now art cast, shut up and sealed—the saints
now.judge the earth. The Omnipoteit is bere in
power ind spirit in the werd—The sword, white
‘horse, and King of Kings has drawn the faming
sword!  Rejoice, ye saints, rejoice! The Beast and
Dragon, mountain, tree, no more shall kurt, devour,
becloud, the Saint, the gold, and vine. The gold
and gems appear—The mighty earthquake How dis-
plays the hidden son of God.  The rod and smitten
rook gush forth, and smite and slay, aad iake alive,

v
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saw saves and now destroys. The cloud ang glory,
Jonah's sign, display the virtues of the word, the
light and darkness shews. The Gospel brings the
light, and life, and death—and death as men obey
or mock. The six denotes the suffering time to
shew the Son of Man—The sign within the Sun—
The fow)s now feast on thee! Then where’s thy
former reign ? Beneath the rod of Moses see thy
fall from Heaven’s height,. Son of the Morning,
Fucifer, no more oppress—be thou a fallen star!
Great Gog asd Agag, where are ye? The walls of
Jericho art thou; fall flat! Joshya’s ram’s horns,

. the seven and twelve, pass Jordan’s stypam.—Wherg

is the Lion, Bear, Goliath huge, but in_the center
thee. David appears, a stripling youth, now tcars,
and slays, and slings the stone, and smites thy dra-
gon’s head. New see great David’s reign—The

temple’s stanes, unbewed by man in those days, .
" unite, the King of Peace amidst the scyen in oil

waite, and ip a stone with seven eyes appears.- The
stately fabric now is laid, founded and topped with
goma of exery hue.  The avk of Moseq naw js built
—The words, the laws, the sgeptre, all unite, aud
Aaron’s budded vod--He now is chosen; eat the
Bread, prapave tbe spgrifioe, John eats the hoak .
which sweet and bitter is—He prophesies; the tem-
ple .metes, and ataads befare the Lamh. The temple
N2

el
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measures, and anoints, and Moses’s tabernacle. The
witnesses, Matthew and John, as olive trees appear.—
The broken stones of Moses now uplift, renewed in
Dooks arise from death—The Lord’s anointed reigos
—The rods, or laws, of Ephraim tea, unite ia one
and hold by Judah’s skirt—The Son of ‘Man o’er Is-
rael reigns—The dry bones now arise—Here eads
thy earthly reign—=The bond of union now is come—
The marriage ring appears—The Bride is come—
The Bridegroom now receives the marriage seal—
The Law and Gospel now unite—The Moon and Sun
sppear—Caleb and Joshua pass the stream in triumph
to restore. Where now, thou Canaanite, art thou!
‘Where all thy maddened crew }—

¢¢ Hittites, be gone! no mere appenr te hurt or to
annoy:

Now Israel’s sons in peace succeed,and Canaan’s land
enjoy.

Beliold from Edom I appear with garments dnpt in
blood 3

My sons are freed and saved, and -wash’d amidst the

) purple flood.
The law, or moon, imperfect was to save—
But now the star points dead men to the grave.

K Mercy benign appears—The Gospel Sun em-
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braces all—The Spirit and the Bride invite, and of-
fer wine and milk—but not to mockers here. Infinity
of love and grace! Gentiles and Jews unite, no more
from love to part. Six days are past—Peter, and
James, and Jobn, behold my glory in my word.

¢ The Law and Propbets now are secen with Jesus'
word to shige,
But what hast thou, thou serpent bere, todo with love
benign? '
¢¢ Tremble and flee, ’tis done. The seals are
burst—the vials pour and end thy destiny.
¢¢ These are & small part of the thoughts of the
judgments of God pronounced on Satan,’” concludes
the writer, who is a gentleman of vast respectability.
Oge of her books has the title printed on the
last page, Lecause it was ordered that the book
should contain neither more nor less than forty-eight
pages.—Another has a seal in the middle of it, bear-
ing the letters J. C.—the J., it is said, being meant.
for Jesus and Joaunns ! !

»3
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The Coxcomb.— Fashionables.— Fops.—
Egyptian Fashions.—— Dances.—Visit-
ing.— Walkers.—The Fancy.—Agri-
culturists.—The Fat Ox.—The Roydl
Institution.— Metaphysics.

Wheerner the Coxcomb be an animal
-confined to Europe I.know net, but in
‘evéry country in Christendom he is fo
‘be found with the sxme generic character.

-Pien di smorfiose grazie,
E mastro assai profondo
Nelle importanti inezic,
Nei nulli del bel mondo ;

E in quella soavissima
Arte tanto eloquente,
Che sa si lungo spazio
Parlar senza dir niente.
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Con tratti di malizia,
A spese altrui festivo;
Sempre in bocca risuonagli
Quel tuono decisivo,
Quell’ insolenza amabile,
Che con egual franchezza
Con un’ occhiata rapida
O tutto loda, o sprezza *.

.There is bowever ro country in which
.there are so many varieties of the animal
as.in England, none where he flourishes
s0 successfplly, makes such heroic endea-
vours for notoriety, and enjoys-so wide a
_sphere of it.

.The highest order is that of those who
.have invented for themselves the happy
title of. Fashionables. These gentlemen

# Full of affected graces, and a master sufficiently
-profound of the importn;.\t inanities, the nothings of
..the fine world; and of that sweetest art so eloquent,
. vhich cau talk so long ard say nothing; with traits
of malice, mirthful at another’s expense : always | in
his mouth that decisive tone, that amiable msolenec,
_whnch with equal freedom at a glance praises or con-
demns by wbolesale.—-—'l‘n.

A
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stand highest in the scale of folly, and
lowest in that of intellect, of any in the
country, inasmuch as the rivalry between
them is which shall excel his competitors
in frivolity. There wasa man in England
half-a-century ago well known for this
singular kind of insanity, that he believed
his soul had been annihilated within him,
while he was yet living. "W hat this poor
maniac conceived to have been done by
his soul, these gentlemen have success-
fully accomplished for themselves with
their intellect. Their souls might be
lodged in a nutshell without incommoding
the maggot who previously tenanted it ;
and if the whole stock of their ideas were
transferred to the maggot, they would not
be sufficient to confuse his own. It is
impossible to describe them, because no
idea can be formed of infinite littleness:
you might as reasonably attempt to dissect
a bubble, or to bottle moonshine, as to
investigate their characters: they prove
satisfactorily the existence of a vacuum :
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thie sum total of their being is composed of -
negative quantities.

One degree above or below these are the
fops who appear in a tanglble shape; they
who prescribe fashions to the tailor, that
the tailor may prescribe them tothe town ;
who decide upon the length of a neck-
handkerchief, and regulate the number of
buttons at the knees of ‘their breeches. One
person has attained the very summit of
ambitien by excclling-all others in the jet
. varnish of his boots.. Infinite are the exer-
tions which have been made toequal him,—
the secret of projection could not be more -
eagerly. desired than the receipt of his.
blacking ; and there is one competitor-
. 'whose boots are allowed to-approach very -
near to the same point of perfection ;—still
they only approach it.. This meritorious
rival loses therace of fame by half a neck,
and in such contests it is aut Cesar, aut
nihil. 'To have the best blacked boots in
the world, is a worthy object of successful
emulation,—but to have only the second-.

N5
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" best, is to be' Pompey in' the Pharsalia'of
Fashion. :
- - During one périod of the French Revo-
- lution the Brutus head-dress was the mode,
though Brutus- was at "the same time éon-
- sidered ‘as the Judas Iscariot of pelitical
‘religion, being indéed- at this day to an
-orthodox Anti-Jacobine -what Omar is to
the Persians ; that is, something- a preat
“-deal worse-than-the Devil. - <¢ I suppose,
- gir,” said a Lendon hair-dresser to a gen-
-tleman from ' the ‘couniry,~—¢* I suppose,
sir, you weuld like -to ‘be .dressed in -the
“Brutus style.” « What styléis that? Pwas
- the question-in reply. ¢ All over frizzley,
- sir, likethe Negers,—They be Brutes you
* kriow.” If Apollo be the model of the day,.
"' {hiesel ‘gentlemen ‘wear stays; If Hercules,
the  tailor - supplies ‘breasts ‘of - buckram,
- ‘broad shoulders, and brawny arms. At
v présent; as the soldiers from Egypt have
 brouaght hoine with- them  broken  Jimbs
: and -ophthalmija, they carry an arm.in a
- sling; or walk - ‘the stréets- with a.green
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shade over the eyes. Every thing now -
. must be Egyptian: the ladies wear croco-
dile ornaments, and you set upon a sphinx
in a roem hung round with: mummies,
and thh the long black lean-armed long--
nosed hieroglyphical men, who are enough
to make the children afraid to go to bed.
. The very shopboards must be metamor-
. phosed into the mode, and painted in
Egyptian letters, which, as the Egyptians
had no Jetters, you will doubtless conceive
_must be curious. They are simply the
_ common characters, deprived of all beauty
and all proportion by having all the strokes
. of equal thickness, so .that those' which
should be thin look as if they had the ele-
_ phantiasis.
Men are tempted to make themselv‘es ’
. notorious in England by the ease with
. which they succeed. The Newspapers in
. the dearth of matter for filling their daily
columns, are glad to insert any thing,—
_ when one lady comes to town, when an- .
_ ether leaves it, when a third expects her
¥6
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accouchement ; the grand dinner of one
gentleman, and the grand supper of an-
other are announced beforethey take place;
the particulars are given after the action,
a list of the company inserted, the parties
who danced together exhibited like the
characters of a drama in an English bill of
the play, and the public are informed
what dances were called for, and by whom.
There is something so peculiarly elegant
and appropriate in the names of the fa-
shionable dances, that it is proper to give
you a specimen. Moll in the Wad is one;
~—you must excuse me for not translating
this, for really I do mnot understand it.
Drops of Brandy, another; and two
which are at present in high vogue are,
The Devil among the Taylors, and Go
to the Devil and shake yourself. At
these balls the floors are chalked in colours
in carpet patterns, a hint taken from the
lamec beggars who write their petitions

-upon the flag-stones in thestreet. Thisis
" so excellently done, that one should think
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it would be painful to trample on and de-
stroy any thing so b&'mtlful even though
only made to be déstroyed. These things
indicate the same sort of ‘want of feeling
- as the ice-palaces of Russia, and the statue
of snow made by Michel Angelo at Pietro
de Medici’s command. Weare surround-
cd in this world with what is perishable,
_that we may be taught to set our hearts
and hopes upon the immutable and ever-
lasting ;—it is ill done, then, to make pe-
rishableness the food of pride.

The system of visiting in high life is
brought to perfection in this country.
‘Were a lady to call in person upon all the
numerous acquaintance whom she wishes
sometimes to crowd together at her Grand

- Parties, her whole time would be too lit-
tle to go from door to door. This, there-
fore, being -confessedly impossible, the
card-currency of etiquette was issued,
and the name dropt by a servant, allowed
to have the same saving virtue of civility
as the real presence. But -the servants
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begai to ﬁ}xd this a hard duty,. and found
out that they were working like postmen
without any necessity for so doing;

they agreed at last to meet at certain pot-
houses, and exchange cards, or leave them
there as at a post-office, whereeach in turn

_calls_to depositall with which he is charg-

ed, and to receive all which are designed

for him.
I have spoken elsewhere of the- Turf,

“aroad to fame always, .and oftentimes to

ruin ; but for this so large a fortune.is

. required, that the famous must always be

-

few.. A man, however, of moderate, or of
no fortune, may acquire great glory by

. riding a score of horses almost_or. quite to
.death, for the sake of showing in, hgw
_short a time'he can go fifty leagues.

_ Others, with a nobler ambition, delight in

dlsp]aymg their own speed. I know not.
whether Christoval de Mesa would have

. said of this sort of walking or of running,
.. as.he did of the game of pelota :
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Eselquemasahvirtudulhga., -
que ni entorpece, ni el ingenio embota,
antes da ligereza y exercita,
y pocos que la juegan tiemen gota *.

I know not whether he would have said
this of their exercise; but this I know, that
some of the English Gentlemen wonld
‘make the best running footmen in the
- world. . .

Another school—to borrow a term from
the Philosophers—is that of the Amateurs
- of Boxing, who call themselves the Fancy.
“'They attend the academiés of “the_two
- great professors Jackson and Mendoza,
- the Aristotle and Plato of pugilism,—bring
up youths of promise from the country to
" be trained, and match them according to
‘their wind, science, and bottom. ButI
am writing to the uninitiated,—bottom
- means courage, that sort of it which will
endurca great deal. Teo much vivacity

+ It is that -which mosk approaches, to ‘virfue,

. which noither -siupifies; nor degrades. the -.undesland-

- ing, but, on.the conirary, exercises il and give agi-
Uy, and few who play ab il have the gout.—Tr.
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is rather against a man ; if he indulges in:
any flourishes or needless gesticulations he
wastes his wind, and though he may bead-
mitted to-be a pleasant fighter, this is con-.
sidered as a disadvantage. When the
-champion comes off victor, after suffering.
" much in the contest, he is said to be muck
punished. There is something to- be at-
tended to besides science, which is the:
body : it is expedient to swallow raw eggs
for the wind, and to feed upon beef as.
nearly raw as possible : they who do this,
and practise with weights in their hands,
are said to cultivate the muscles. Upon
the brutality of this amusement I have al-
ready said something, nor is it needful to
comment upon what is so apparent ;—bnt
itis just that I should now state what may
truly besaid in its defence. Itis alleged,
that in consequence of this custom, no
_people decide their quarrels with so little
injury to each othier as the Englisk. The
Dutch slice-each -other with their snicker--
anees; we know how deadly the knife is-
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employed in our country ;—the American

“twists the hair of his enemy round his
thumb, and scoops out an eye with his
finger;—but in England a boxing match
settles all disputes among the lower classes,
and when it is over they shake hands, and -
are friends. Another equally beneficial
effect is the security afforded to the weaker
by the laws of honour, which forbid all

" undue advantages; the man who should
aim a blow below the waist, who should
kick his antagonist, strike him when he s
down, or attempt to injure him after he
had yielded, would be sure to experience
the resentment of the mob, who, on such
occasions, always assemble to sec what
they call fair play, which they enforce as
rigidly as the Knights of the Round Table
did the Iaws of chivalry.

The next persons to be noticed are those
who seek notoriety by more respectable
means; but, following wise pursuits fool-
ishly, live in a sort of intellectual limbo
Dbetween the worlds of Wisdom and Folly.

~
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The fashionable agriculturists are of this
class: men who assume, as the creed of
their philosophical belief, a foolish saying
.of some not very wise author, ‘¢ That he
who makes two blades of grass grow where
.only one grew before, is the greatest bene-
factor to hisspecies.”. With these persons,
the noblest emploxment of human intellect
is to improve the size of turnips and cab-
bages, and for this they lay aside all pther
.studies. ‘¢ When my friends come: to see
me in the summer,” said one.of these gen-
tlemen, ¢ I like to hear them complain
that they have not been able to sleep in
their beds for heat, hecause t],len'l_,kxggw
things are growing out of doors.”  Quic-
quid amat valde amat, may truly be sajd
of the Englishman; his pursuit always
_ becomes his passion; and, if greaf, follies
are oftentimes committed in consequence
of this ardour, jt must not be forgotten that
it leads also to great actions, and to im-
portaat public benefits. }
-Of this .class the breeders are the most

o
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-remarkable, anid least useful. Their object
is to' improve-the cattle of the coumtry, .
forwhich purpose they negotiate with the
wtmost anxiety the amours .of -their.cows
.and sheep. Such objects, exclusively pua-
-sued, ‘tend little to mprove either: the ia-
tellect or the manners s—these people will
-apply to a favourite pig, ora Herefordshite
‘bull, thesame epithets of praise and ex-
clamations of delight, which a sculptor
would bestow upon the Vienus de Medici,
.ot the Apollo Belvidere. This passion is
carried to an incredible degree of folly : the
‘great object of ambition is- to ‘make the
.animal as fat as possible, by which means
itis diseased and miserable while it lives,
.and of no use to any but the tallow~chand-
ler when dead. At this very time thereis
a man in London belonging toa fat ex,
who has' received more money for having
fattened this ox than Newton obtained for
-all his discoveries, or Shakspeare for all
his works. Crowds go to sec the men-
ster, which is-a shapeless mass-of living
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fat. A picture has been painted both of
man and beast, a print engraved from it in
order that the one may be immortalized as
-the fattesst ox that ever was seen, and the
other, as the man that fed him to that
‘size ; and two thousand persons have sub-
scribed for this at a guinea each. A fat pig
has been set up against him, which, I know
not why, does not seem to take. The pig
.is acknowledged to be a pig of great merit,
but he is in a manner neglected, and his
man complains of the want of taste in the
public.
Toend the list of fashions, what think
. you of philosophy in fashion ? 'You must
_know that though the wise men of old
could find out no royal road to the mathe-
. matics, in England they have been more
. ingenious, and have made many short cuts
- to philosophy. for the accommodation of
ladies and gentlemen. The arts and
sciences are now taught in lectures to fa-
shionable audiences of both scxes; and
there is a Royal Institution for this. pur<
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pose, where some of the most scientific
men in the kingdom are thus unworthily
employed. Iwent there one morning with
J. and his wife,—~whom you are not to
suspect of going for -any other purpose
than to see the place. Part of the men
were taking snuff to keep their eyes open,
others more honestly asleep, while the la-
dies were all upon the watch, and some
score of them had their tablet and pencils,
busily noting down what they heard, as
topics for the next conversation party.
¢ Oh!” said J. when he came out,in a tone
which made it half groan half interjection,
¢ the days of tapestry hangings and
worked chair-bottoms were better days than
these !—I will go and buy for Harriet the
‘Whole Duty of 'Woman, containing the
complete Art of Cookery.”

- But even oxygen and hydrogen are not
sabjects sufficiently elevated forall. Mind
and matter, free will and necessity, are
also fashionable topics of conversation;
and you shall hear the origin of ideas ex-



%6 LETTER LXXI.

plained, the nature of volition elucidated,
. and the extent of space and the duration
of time discussed over a tea-table with ad-
mirable volubility. Nay, it is well if one
of these orators dees not triumphantly
show you that there is nothing but misery
. in the world, prove that you must either
limit the power of God or the goodness,
and then modestly leave you to determins
which. ~ Another effect this of the gene-
ral passion for distinction : " the easiest way
of obtaining acoess into literary society,
and getting that kind of notoriety, is, by
professing to be a metaphysician, because
of such metaphysics @ man may get as
much in balf an hour as in his whole
Hfe, F
At present the English phitosophersand
" politicians, both.male and Sornale, are in a
 obde of groat alarm. It has been disco-
., veved that the weeld is over-peapled, and
that it always must be so, from an' error
in the comstitution of nature ; that the daw
which says <. dncreme and mwdtiply,” wes




METAPHYSICIANS, 287

given without sufficient consideration; in
short, that He who made the world does
not know how to manage it properly, and
therefore there are serious thoughts of re-

questing the English Parliament to take
the business out of his hands.




- LETTER LXXII.

te—

Westminster Abbey on Fire.—Frequency
of Fires in England.—Means devised
Jor preventing and for extinguishing
them ; but not in use.

I was fortunate enough this morning to .
witness a very grand and extraordinary
sight. As D. and I were walking towards
the west end of the town, we met an ac-
quaintance who told us that 'Westminster
_ Abbey was on fire. We lost no time in
going to the spot ; the roof was just smok-
ing sufficiently to show us that the intel-
ligence was true, but that the building was
no longer in danger.

The crowd which had collected was by
no means so great as we had expected.—
Soldiers were placed at the doors to keep
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eut idle intruders, and admit such only as
might properly be admitted. Thesight when
‘we entered was truly striking. Engines were
playinginthe church,and the long leathern
pipes which conveyed the water stretched
along the pavement. The roof at the joint
of the cross, immediately over the choir,
-had fallen in, and the huge timbers lay
black and smoking, in heaps, upon the
pews which they had crushed. A pulpit,
of fine workmanship, stoed close by un-
hurt. Smaller fragments, and sparks of
fire were from time to time falling down ;
and the water which was still spouted up
in streams, fell in showers, and hissed
upon the hot ruins below. 'We soon per-
ceived that no real injury was done to the
_church, though considerable damage was
inflicted upon the funds of the chapter.—
The part which was thus consumed had
not been finished like the rest of the build-
ing ; instead of masonry, it had been from
some paltry motives of parsimony made of

wood, andlined on the inside with painted
VOL. II. - o
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canvas, in a-miserable style. All this
patchwork was now destroyed, as it de.
“served to be; and the light coming in from
above, slanted on the fretted roof, the
arches and pillars, which stood unhurt
and perfectly secure.
~ The Westminster boys were working an
engine in the cloisters with hearty good
will. D.; who had been educated at West-
* minster ‘himself, said they were glad at the
fire; indeed, he confessed that he did not
himselflook without satisfaction upon the
‘tuins of the pew, where he hrad formerly
been compelled to sit so many hours:in the
cold. '

The pavement in that part of the abbey
which is called Poets” Corner sunk consi-
derably in consequence of the water, the

" earth in the graves probably sinking when
wet: so much so that the stones must be
taken up and laid anew. What an oppor-
tunity of examining the skulls of so many
celebrated men! If professor Blumenbach
were but an Englishman, or if the dean
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and chapter were physiologists, these relics
would now be collected and preserved.

- One of the graves would exhibit curicus
contents, if any such curiosity should be
indulged. An old countess, who died not
long since after a very singular life, gave
orders in her will that she should be buried
in Poets’ Corner, as near as possible to
Shakspeare’s monument, dressed in her
wedding suit, and with a speaking trum.
petin hercoffin. These orders her execu-
tors were obliged to perform to the letter.
. Accordingly, a grave was solicited and
granted for a due consideration in this
holy ground ; the old lady was equipped
in her bridal array, packed up for the jour-
ney; and ready to set off, when it was dis-
_covered that the speaking trumpet had been
forgotten. 'What was to be done? This
was in a remote part of the country ; there
was not such a thing.to be purchased with-
in a dozen leagues, and the will was not
to be trifled with. Luckily some person
‘there present recollected that a gentleman

o?
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inthe neighbourhood had aspeaking-trum-
pet, which had been left him by a sea-
captain as a memorial of an old friend, and
‘which for that reason he particularly va-
lued. A messenger was immediately dis-
patched to borrow this ; of course he was
careful not to say for what it was wanted:
as soon as it was brought, it was put by her
‘side in the coffin, the coffin was soldered
down, off posted the funeral for London,
‘and if the rightful owner does not look
" after his trumpet now, he will have no,
other opportunity till he hears the old lady
flourish upon it at the resurrection, for
which purpose, it is to be presumed, she
“chose to have it at hand. '
This mischief, which might have been
. in its consequences so deplorable, was oc-
casioned by the carelessness of some
plumbers, who were at work upon the
roof. Old St. Paul’s was destroyed just
in'this way: it is surprising how many
accidents of this kind have happened from
the same cause, and provoking to think,

-
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that so great and venerable a work of piety,
and human genius, and human power,
should have been so near destruction by
the stupid negligence of a common la-
bourer! They burn in the hand for acci-
dental homicide in this country *; a little.
application of hot iron for accidental
church-burning would be a punishment in
kind. for a neglect of duty, so dangerous,
that it ought notto be unpunished. When
carelessness endangers the life or welfare
of another, it ought to be regarded asa.
crime. .
A fixe is the only ordinary spectacle in
thisgreat meiropolis'which I have notseen ;
for this cannot be called such, though in,
its-effect finer than any conflagration.—
Fires are so frequently happening, that I
may consider myselfas unfortunate. The.
traveller who is at London without seeing,
a fire, and at Naples without witnessing an .
eruption of Vesuvius, is out of luck.

# Don -‘Manuel confounds homicide and mam-

sigughter.—Tr.
03
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~ The danger of fire is one to which the
Londoners are more expased than any peo-
ple in the world, except, perhaps, the in.
habitants of Constantinople. Their earth-
coal must be considered as one main cause
—pieces of this are frequently exploded
into the room.. The carelessness of ser-
vanis is another ; for nothing but candles
are used to give light for domestic pure
- poses, and accidents happen from a candle
which could not from alamp. The accue
mulation of furniture in an English house
is so much fuel in readiness ; all the floors
are boarded, all the bedsteads are of wood,
all the beds have curtains. I have heard
~ of a gentleman who set the tail of his shirt
on fire as he was stepping into bed,the
flames. caught the curtains, and the house
was consumed, You may easily suppose
this adventure obtained for him the name
of The Comet.
Means have been devised: for prevent-
ing fires, for extinguishing them, and for
escaping from them., - David Hartley, son
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to a great English philosopher of thesame
name, proposed to line every room with
plates of metal, and lord Stanhope in~
vented a kind of mortar for the same pure
pose. Both methods have been tried with .
complete success; but they will never be
adopted unless a lanw be passed to. compel
the adoption. For houses in London, and
indeed in all lazge towns, arebuilt for sale,
and the builder will not incur the expense-
of making them fire proof, because; if they-
sre burnt; he is not the person who is to be:
burnt in-them. And if he who builds for
himself in the country, were disposed to
avail himself of these imventions, should
he have heard of them, the difficulty of
instructing labourers in the use of any
thing which they bave not been used to, .
is sach, that rather than attempt it, he.
submits to the same hazard as his neigh-
bours.
Y-ou would suppose, however, that there
" could be no objection. to the use of any
o4k ’
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theans for extinguishing fires. Balls for
this purpose wereinvented by Mr. Godftrey,
son- to .the inventor of a famous quack-
medicine ; but the son’s fire-balls did not
sticceed so well as the father’s cordial.—
Suceeed, indeed, they did in effecting
what was intended; for, wheri one of
them was thrown into a rocom which-
had been filled with combustiblés and set
on fire for the purpose of experiment, it-
cxploded, and instantly quenched it.*
.But there was an objection to the use of*
these balls which Mr. Godfiey had' not:
forescen.. It is a trade in England to put
out fires, and the English have a proverb
that .¢¢ All trades must live;”” which is so
thoroughly - admitted by all ranks and
degrees, that if the elixir of life were
actually to be discovered, the furnishers:
of funerals would present a petition to
parliament, praying that it might be pro-
hibited, in consideration of the injury
they must otherwise sustain; and in all
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probability, parliament would permit their
plea. - The continuance of the slave trade,
in consideration of the injury which the
dealers in human flesh would sustain by,
its abolishment, would bea precedent. The
firemen made a conspiracy 2 gainst God-
frey ; and when he or any of his friends at-
tended at a fire, and mounted a ladder to
throw the balls in, the ladder was always
thrown down ; so that, as the life of every
person who attcmpted to use them was thus
endangered, the thing was given up.

The machine for escaping is a sort of
iron basket, or chair, fixed ina groove on
the outside of the house. I have never
seen one at any other place than at the in-
ventor’s warehouse.. 'The poet, Gray,
was notoriously fearful of fire, and kept
a ladder of ropes in his bed-room. Some
mischievous young men at Cambridge
knew this, and roused him from below,
in the middle of a dark night, with the
ay of Fire! The staircase, they said,

o5
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was in flames. Up went his window,
and down he came by his rope-ladder,
as fast as he could go, into a tub of
water which they had placed to xeceive
him.
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Remarks on the Englisk Language.

Hx who ventures to criticise a foreign
Ianguage should bear in mind that he is
in danger of exposing his own ignorance..
¢« What a vile language is yours!” said a

Frenchman to an Englishman;— you
- bave the same word for three different
- things ! There is ship, un vaisseau ; ship

¢sheep) mouton; and ship - (cheap) bon
marché.”’—Now these three words, so hap-

pily instanced byMonsieur,are pronounced

as differently as they are spelt. AsT see

 his folly, it will be léss exeusable should I

commit the same myself. .

- The English is rather a hissing than &’

1)

harsh language, and perhaps this was the

o0
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characteristic to which Charles V. alluded,
when he said it was fit-to speak to birds
in. It has no gutturals like ours, no
nasal twang like the Portugueze and

French ; but the perpetualsibilance is very -

grating. Ifthe Rabbis have not discover-
ed in what language the Serpent tempted
Eve, they need not look beyond the Eng-
lish ; it has the true mark of his enunci-
‘ation. I think this characteristic of the
langiiage may be accounted for by thecha-
racter.of the nation. They are an active
busy péaple, who liketo get through what
they are about with the least possible de~
lay, and if two syllables. cam be shortened
into one it is so much time saved. What
we de with ¥ind. they have done with half
the words in their langnage. They have
squeeged the vewel out of their genitives
apd plurals, and compressed dissyllables
into. monosyllables. The French do'the
same kind of thing in a worse way ; they~
in speaking leave half of every word be-
hiad them in a hurry ; -the ‘English pack.
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up théirs close and hasten- on with t.he
whole. .

It is a concise language, though the
grievous want of inflections necessitates a
* perpetual use of auxiliaries. It would be
difficult to fill eight lines of Enghsh ad-
hering closely to the sense, with the trans.
lation of an octave stanza. Their words
areshorter ; and though in many cases they
must. use two and' sometimes three, where
we need but one, still if the same meaning,
requires more words, it is contained ir
fewer syllables, and costs less breath.
Weight for weight, a pound of garvanzos*
will lie in half the compass of a pound of
chesnuts.

Frenchmen always pronounce English-
ill; Germans, better; it is easier for a
Spaniard . than for either, The ¢k, or
theta, is their shibboleth; our s has so
nearly the same sound that we find little
er no difficulty in acquiring it. In fact,

. % A species of Jupin used as food,—Tr,
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the pronunciation would not be difficult
if it were not capricious ; but the excep-
tions to any general rule are so mumerous,
that years and years of practice are hardly
sufficient to acquire them. Neither is the
pronanciation of the same word alike at
all times, for it sometimes becomes the-
fashion to change the accent. The the-
atre gives the law in these cases. What
¢an have been the cause of this preposte-
rous and troublesome irregularityis beyond
my knowledge. They acknowledge the
defect, and many schemes have been devis-
ed by speculative writers for improving the
orthography, and assimilating it to the
oral tongue: but they haveall so disfigured
the appearance of the langnage, and so
destroyed all visible traces of etymology,
that they have only excited ridicule, and
have deserved nothing better.
It is difficult to acquire, yet far less so:

than the German and its nearer dialects ;
the syntax isless involved, and the propor-
tion of Latin words far greater. Dr. John-
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son, their lexicographer, and the most’
famous of all their late writers, introduced
agreat number of sesquipedalian Latinisms,

"like our Latinists of the seventeenth cen-
tury. The ladies complain of this, and
certainly it was done in a false taste,—but
it facilitates a foreigner’s progress. I find
Johnson for this very reason the easiest
English author ; his long words arealways
good stepping stones, on which ‘I get sure
footing.

If the size of his dictionary, which is
the best and largest, may be regarded as
a criterion, the language is not copious.
‘We must not however forget that diction-
aries profess to give only the written lan.

.guage, and that hundreds and thousands -
of words, either preserved by the peasan-
try in remote districts, or created by the
daily wants and improvements of society,
by ignorance or ingenuity, by whim or by
wit, ‘never find their way into books,
though they become sterling currency.
But thal it is not copious may be proved
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by a-few general remarks. The verb and"
substantive are often the same; they have
few diminutives' and no augmentatives ;

and their derivatives are few. You know
how many wehave from agua ; the Englislr
have only one from water, which is the
adjective watery ; and to express the mean-,
ing of ours, they either use the simple verb
in different senses, or form some composite-
in-the clumsy Dutch way of stickirg two
words together : agua, water; aguaza,
water ; aguar, to water ; haser aguada, to
water ; aguadero, a water-man; aguwadu-
cho, a water-pipe ; aguade, a water-drink-
er, &c. &c. And yet, dotwithstanding
these deficiencies, they tell me it is truly a
rich language. Corinthian brass would
not be an unapt emblem for it,—materials
baseand precious melted down into a com--
pound still precious, though debased.

- They have one name for an animial in
English, and- another for its flesh ;—for
instance, cow-flesh is called beef; that of
the sheep, mutton ; that of the pig, pork..
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The first is of Saxon, the latter of French
origin ; and this seems to prove that meat
can not have been the food of the poor in
former times. The cookery beoks retain
a technical language from the days when
* carving was a science, and instruct the
reader to cut up a turkey, to rear a goose,.
to wing a partridge, to thigh a woodcock,
to unbrace a duck, te unlace a rabbit, to
allay a pheasant, to display a crane, to
dismember a hern, and to /ift a swan,
Theirearly writers are intelligible tonone
but the learned, whereas a child éan under<.
" stand thelanguage of the Partidas; though
a.century anterior to the oldest English:
work. This late improvement is easily
cxplained by their- history: they were a
oonquered people: the languages ef the
lord and the subject were different ; and it
was some ages before that of the people
was introduced at court, and into the law
proceedings, and that not till it had be-
come so amalgamated with the Norman
French, as in.fact to. be no longer Saxon,
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“'We, on the contrary, though we lost the
greater part of our country, never lost our
liberty—nor our mother tongue. What
Arabic we have we took from our slaves,.
not our masters.,

Ican dlscover,but not discriminate, pro-
vincial intonations, and sometimes provin-
cial accentnation, but the peculiar words,.
or phrases, or modes of speech which cha«
racterize the different parts of the country, -
a foreigner cannot perceive. The only:
written dialect is.the Scotch. Jt differs
far more from English than Portuguese.
from Castilian, nearly.as much as the Ca-
talan, though the articles and auxiliars are.
the same. Very many words are radically-
differept, still more so differently pronounc--
ed as to retain no distinguishable similare
ity ; and as this difference is not system~
atic, it is the more difficalt to acquire. No
Bnglishman readsScotch with fluency, un-
less he has long resided in the ceuntry—1I
have looked. into the poems of Burns,
which are very famous, and found them
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almost wholly, unintelligible; a new dic-
tionary and new grammar were wanted,
and on inquiring for such I found that
none were in existence.

The English had no geod prese writers
till the commencement of the last century,
indeed with a very few exceptions till the:

- present reign ; but no book now can meet
with any success unless it be written in a
good style. Their rhymed poetry is less
sonorous, less.euphonous, less varied, than
ours ; their blank verse, on the other hand,
infinitely more rhythmical than the verso
suello. But their language is incapable
of any thing between the two ; they have
no asonantes, nor would the English ear
be delicate enough to feel them. In print.
ing poetry they always begin the line with
a capital letter, whether the scntence re-
quires it or not ; this, which is the custom
with all nations except our own, though at
the expense of all propriety, certainly
gives a sort of architectural uniformity to
- the page. No mark of interrogation or ad«
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ration is ever prefixed; this they might

advantageously borrow from us. A remark-
able peculiarity is, that they always write -
the personal pronoun I with acapital letter. .

May we not consider this Great I as an
unintended proof how much an English~
man thinks of his own consequence ?
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Departure from London.— West Kennet.
—Use of the Words Horse and Dog.—
Bath.—Ralph Allen.—The Paradcs
Bean Nash.—Turnspits.

) . Sept. 16.
Tue last day of my abode in London was
-ithe most painful of my life. To part from
dear friends, even for a transitory absence,
-is among the evils of life; but to leave
them with a certaintly of never meeting
again, was a grief which I had never till
‘now endured. Sixteen months had I been
.domesticated with .J., as if I had beena
-brother of the family, When the children,
-as they went to bed last night, came to kiss
- me for the last time, I wished I had never
seen them, and all night I remained wake-
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ful—-not in that state of feverish startlish-
ness which the eéxpectation of an early call
occasions, but in meglancholy thoughts and
unavailing regret, which all the recollec-
tions of my own country, and my fathér’s
house, could not dissipate. Never shall I
remember my friends in England .without
gratitude and love. )
The coach was to start at five. I was
ready at four, expecting the porter from
the inn. To my surprise, rather than sa<
tisfaction, Mrs. J. and her husband had
tisen, and prepared chocolate for me. The
preparations for a departure are always
mournful; even animals know and dislike
them ; the dog is uneasy when he sees yon
packing up, and the cat wanders disturb~
edly from room to room, aware that somé
change is preparing, and. dreading ajl
change. The smell of cords and matting
-becomes associated with unsettled and uns
easy feelings ;—youriseby candle-light;—
every thing is unusual, unnatural, enough
- 40 depress even joyful hope—and my de-
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parture was for ever. Mrs. J. said, she
trusted we should meet again in a better
world, if not in this :-=¢ Heretic as I am,”
said she, striving to force a smhile through .
her tears, ¢ Iam sure you will join in the
hope.” Excellent woman—it cannot be'
‘heresy to believe it. -

For the first time T was uow to travel
alone in this country : at Bristol, however,
D. was to meet me, and this Wwas a conso«
lation, and a pleasure in store. We
breakfasted at Maidenhead, and then en-
tered upon a road which was new to me,
through alevel country, with easy hills on
either side in the distance, full of villages
and villas: this was its character for fifs
teen leagues. We passed through Reading,
a town of consequence in old times, and
still flourishing. Speenhamland was the
_ next stage, astreet connected with the town
of Newbury

On an eminence to the right of the town
stand the remains of Donnington ‘castle,
built by Geoffrey Chaucer, the father'of
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English poetry, who was contemporary
with king Don Juan . We passed through -
Hungerford, and through Marlberough
forest, the only one which I have seen in
England; then came to the town of the
“same name, an old place, in which many
of the houses are faced with tiles in the
shape of fish scales. At the end of the
town is one of the largest inns in the king-
dom, the house having formerly been a
duke’s palace, with an artificial mound of
remarkable size in the garden.
There is something as peculiar as it is
pleasing in the character of this country :
-the villages, with their churches, are all
seated in the bottom, which is intersected
by numberless little streams, in every re-
spect unlike the mountain rivers of the
north, but still beautiful ; they flow slowly
over weedy beds, sometimes throngh banks
of oziers, sometimes through green fields.
Beyond, and on both hands, lic the Downs,
and patches of brown stubble show the ad-
" vance of cultivation up their sides; for,
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.wherever there are neither hedges nor trees,
it is a certain mark that the land has not
-long been cultured. The soil is- chalky,
-The stagestopped atalittle, clean, low ale-
- house, and the coachman opened the door
and asked if we would please to alight.
¢¢ By all means,” said one of ‘my felow-
travellers; and then, addressing himselfto
.me, he said, ¢ If you have ever travelled
this road before, sir, you wil alight of
«course ; and if you have net, you must
pot pass by without tasting the best beer
.in England.” When I had done so, I
fairly confessed to him that if I ‘had left
England without tasting it, I should not
Aave known what beer was. The good
woman was so well pleased with this praise
from a foreigner, that she invited me to
walk into the.ocllar, and, in a room on the
-same floor with the kiichen into which we
were introduced, (there being no . other
apartment for us,) she showed me fifty
‘barrels of becr, that quamtity being always
kept full. I wrote down thé name: of the
VOL. III. r
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.village, which is West Kennet, in my ts-
blets, that I might mention. it with due
konous ; and also, that if ever I should gra-
duatein art magic in the caves of Sak-
-manea, I might give the imp in attendance
A right direction where to go fill my gh-
.every dayat dinaer.
Neax this village, and close by the road
" “side, is the largest tamulus in the island.
"As we crémod the Downs, we saw an our
keft the figure of & huge white herse cut in
-the side of the chalk hill, so large, and in
“such asituation, thatin a clear day it is
_visible ahove four: ledgues off. There are
other such in different parts of the country,
"and ald are regularly weeded on a holidwy
. appoiated in each parish for the purpose.
It is :perhaps arelic of Saxon superstition.
I'may kere notice a remarkable use which
- the English make of the word horse. They
employ it in combination to signify any
" thing large and coarse, as in horse-beans,
hotse-chesmut, horse-radish ;—sometimes
it i psefixed to a. man’s name as an epithet

-



USE QF THE woRd DoG.'  IM

of ridicule : they sky also horse-ant,  and
_borse-leech : and, by a still stronger com-
pound, I have heard a woman of mascu-
line appearancecalled a horsegodmother®.
Dog is used still more sirangely in almost
_ ‘every possible sense : the wild rose is call-
ed dog-rose; the scentless violet, dog-vie-
let. Jolly dog is-the highest convivial
encomium which a man can receive from .
his companions; honest dog is when he
superadds some goed qualities to convivi- .
ality ; sad dog is when he is a reprobate :
-dog is the word of endearment which an
Englishman uses to his child, and it is
what he calls his servant when heisangry-:
pappy is the term of contempt for a cox-
comb ; and hitch the worst appellation
which can be applied to the worst. of wo-

* _'lelo-cmdn. The meaning of the words
eannot be mistaken, but the expression is not knowa
to the translator: neither does he know that men
are called horses in 'Englmd as well as anes, nnless,
indoed, that a man with a long face is said to be hke
- -8 horse.~—T=r. -

P2
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‘men. A flatterer is called a spaniel, a ruf-
-fian is called a bull-dog, an ill-looking fel-
low an ugly hound ; whelp, cur, and
.mongrel, are terms of contemptuous re-
_proach to a young man; and if a young
.woman’s nose turns upward, she is certain-
.ly called pug. \ '
Having passed through the towps of
-Calne and Chippenham, the light failed
. us, and thus deprived me of the sight, as I
.was told, of a beautiful country. About
:nine we entered Bath. My fellow-travel-
lers all left me, and I was landed at’a good
.inn, for the first time. without a compa-
_nion, and never more in need of one. I
.have been writing with a heavy heart, lest
my heart should be heavier, were h unem-
.ployed. Wherever we go we leave some-
thing behind us to regret, and these causes
“of sorrow are continually arising. Even
“the best blessings of life are alloyed by
‘some fceling of separation: the bride
‘leaves her father’s house, when she goes
40 her husband’s ; and the anxieties of in~
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fancy are hardly overpast, when the child
goes from his mother to commence his ca-
reer of labour and of pain. It is assuredly
delightful to have travelled, but not to
travel :—Oh, no! Fatigue, and the sense
of restlessness, are not all that is to be en-
dured ;—the feeling that you are a stranger
and alone comes upon you in a gloomy
day, when the spirits fall with the baro:

. meter, or when they are exhausted at even-
ing or at night. We paint angels with
wings, and fancy that it will be part of
our privileges in heaven-to move from
place to place with accelerated speed. It
would be more reasonable to suppose that
Satan keeps stagc-coaches, and has packets
upon the Styx; that locomotion. ceases
when we become perfect, and beatified man
either strikes root like a zoophyte, or is.

ulenttﬁed ‘with his house like a tortoise.
LR R 3 NN

’

- ert 17. Ba(h '.
If other cities are interesting as bemg:
o3
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old, Bath is net Jess so for being new. It
bhas no aquedunct, no palaces, no gates,
casile, or city walls, yet it is the finest and
most striking town that I have ever seen.
According to the fabnlous History of
England, the virtues of the hot springs
here were discovered long before - the
Christian mra, by Bladud, a British prinoey
whe having been driven from his father’s
bouse because ke was leprous, was res
duced like the Prodigal Son {0 keep swine.
His pigs, saysthestory, had the same dise
sase as himself v in their wanderings they
came to this valley, and rolled in the warm
mud where thesc waters stagnated ;—they
were bealed by them. Bladud, perceiviag
their cure, triod the same remedy with the
~ same success, and when he became king be
built a city upon the spet. It is certain
that the Romans “were acguainted witly
these springs, and had a station here; and it
musthave beena place.of some consequence
some centuries ago when 4he cathedral
‘was built, yet not of much, or the diocese

~
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would not, at the time of theschism, have
been united uuder oue bishop with that of
Wells. Within the memory of old per-
sons, Bath consisted of a few narrow streets
it the bottom :~~invatids came at that time:
for the benefit of its waters ; and. wherever
there are such places of tesort, many, wha
have no real complnints, will either fancy
or feign them, for the sake of going thepe
6 meet company. As the wealth of the
country increased, and habits of dissipa-:
Sion with it, these visitors bevamse maore ny<
murous, and agcothmiedations wete wuntmg
for them. .

- Close to the town, between the upnngt
atd the viver, was & wovess, The ground
Belonged o Ralph Allen, the Allworthy in
Tom Jones, one of the few Enghish wotks
which we have naturalived in our ten-
guage. This excellent mxh was of low
paréntage; and had in his youth been ents
ployed in carvying litters from a post towgy
ficross the country, for there wes at that
time no regnlar eommunication from oe

rE&
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town to another, except along the direct”
road to London. During these solitary’
journeys the thought occurred to him that
it would be far better that such. a commus:
nication should .be regularly established
hy the state,than that it should be left to
poar individuals like himself, who were
neither-always to be found, nor always to’
be trusted :. accordingly, he shaped a plam
for this purpose; government adopted it ;:
and, in consequence, his fortune was made.
He fixed his residence on a- hill about half
an hour’s walk from Bath, and, carrying
with him into retirement the same active
mind which had been the means of his ad-
vancement from obseurity, willingly listen+
ed to agy planwhich tould be devised for
the improvement of the city. There was
then ip the city an architect of real genius,
by name Wood ; and upon this morass of
Mz, Allen’s he erected two rows of houses,
one fronting the north, the other the
seuth; connected  them by two transverse
stescty, of which the houses were builg
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upon the same plan ; and léft in front'a
magnificent paved terrace, about thirty
paces in breadth, raised upon arches, and
open to the country. The houses were de-
signed for lodgers ; they are large and lof-
1y, and are certainly the finest range of
" private buildings in the whole kingdom;
and, perhaps, in the whole world.
. About the same time a townsman, whe
Jlad amassed some fortuae in trade,. built
a theatre just of that sizc in which the
voice could be heard in all parts of the
house without being strained, and the
movements of the countenance seen without
being distorted. Wlhile the town was thus
improved by the enterprising liberality of
its inhabitants, it derived no less advan-
tage from the humour of one of those-men.
who are contented to exhibit strong sense,
in playing the fool well all the days of their
lives. By this time more persons visited
Bath in search of pleasure than of health,
and these persons, among other amusc-
ments, had their public dances.—Now,.
’ rb5
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though English menhave proved that they
can go on peaceably, orderly, and well
under 3 free government, it was found uts
terly impossible to keep English womert
in order by any thing shert of an absolute
monarchy. Precedency, in these publie
 meetings, was furiously contested,—bes

_cause, in most instances, there was no cri«
terion of rank whereby it could be decid-
ed; and points which are most doubtful,
and, it may be added,- most insignificant,
are oftentimes the most warmly disputed ¢
a perpetual Dictator for the realm of
Fashion was necessary, and this person
was the second who held the office. Nash
was his name, and his fitness for the office
is attested by the title of Beau, which is
always prefixed to it ;—Charlemagne, the
Venerable Bede, and Beau Nash, being
the only three persons whose names gre
always accompanied with the epithets
which characterize them.

Bean Nash was as great as Charlemagne
in his way, and in this_respect greatery



. BEAV NABH: 393

- that'the system which ke established be--
eame permaneit, and he transmitted an
empire to his successors which has become
yearly more and mote extensive. He radd
laws to regulate when the company should
assemble and when they should separate ;
arranged the tactics of the dance; emacted:
the dress in which ladies should appear}
and, if they ventured to disobey and-come
in without the wedding garment, madeno
séruple, whatever. might be their rank, of.
turning them out. His strong. semse and.
sarcastio hurnout kept them in awe. Suck:-
a man.would in old. times have been select-
od for the king’s fool; he seems to have-
considered himeelf asstanding in some suck
eapagcity to the Bath visitors, and made usé"
of the privilege which the characterallowed:
him. The follies of mankind were his food.

- He gambled, and his profits were such as-
eaabled him to live expensively, and keep:
an equipape and a largeretinue. This lifs
terminated in its matural and rigliteous
way.. He became old and helpless, lived

27}
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to stand in need of that charity which he
bad never withheld from the needy, but
which none extended to himi,” and died
poor, neglected and miserable; the inha«
bitapts. of Bath rewarding his genius aftex
the usual manner in which genius .of a
higher character is rewarded, by erecting
a statue to the honour of the man wham
they had suffered almost to starve.

Once; after his death,.his loss wasexem-
plified ina very reniarkable manner. Two
ladies of quality quarrelled in the ball~
xoom. The rest of the company took payt,
some on one sile, some on the other ; Beau
‘Nash wag gong, and they stoad int no awe
of his successor + they became outrageous,
a.real batile-royal teek place, and the
floor, was strewn with caps, lappets, curls
and cushions, diamoad pins and pear]s.

. Since the Parades were built every addi-
tion to the town has been made upon sy-
|fem, and with a view to its beauty: hence
it presents the singular spectacle of a cigy
of which the parts are uniform yet. the
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whole irregular;—a few old’ streets stitf
remaining to make the others more remark.-
able by contrast. The adjoining hills sup-'
. plya soft freestone, which is easily worked,
and becomes harder when exposed to the
air : its colour is very beautiful when fresh,’
but it is soon blackened by the soot from’
the earth-coal fires, which is indeed exv
eeedingly anitoying inall the large towns. .
Still, blackened stories produce a far bétter
effect than blackened bricks. There'is a
Bquare of which the sides resemble so
many palaces; ascend a handsome: street
from this, and you come into a Circus of
like beauty, arid near this is a Crescent
built with equal, or even imorée magmi«
ficerice, and overlooking the country.
"Fhere are three of these crescents on the
hills ; one of them remdins unfimished,
because the ground in front has not beén
well secured, but in situatien it is .the
firiest of ‘the three. A fourth in the val-
Jey Temains one of the ‘melancholy: new
suins,. which. the projectors wcye .usiable
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to complete, and so wereruined themselves;
a sudden check having beea given to all
such speculations when the last war broke
out. It is plain that Bath bas out-
-grown its beauty. Long suburbs extend
. -now om every side of the city, and the
. meads on the opposite side of the river,.
which, when the Parades were built,
justified the motto upon one of the houses,
Rus in Urbe, are now covered with an-
other town. It must bave been in. its.
perfection when. there was nothing- be--
yond the new bridge nor above the old.
Crescent..

I passed the whole morning in peram-
bulating the town, secing it in all its parts.
The cathedral is small: but beautiful; it-has-
suffered much from the fanatics. The-
pump-room is 8 handsome building, and
bears above the entrance the words of Pine-
dar, Apiotov ey dwp, here used in.a sense
concerning which there can be no dispute.
I found my way into the market, whick:
for its excellent order and abundance sur~
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passes any thing in London, and is as
surprising a sight as any in the place.
There being in some places no carriage
road, and in others so wide a pavement
that in wet weather there would be no
getting at the carriage, sedan chairs are
used instead. They are very numerous,
and with the chairmen, who all wear large
coats of dark blue, form another distin~
guishing peculiarity of this remarkable
téwn. There arc two public ball-rooms,
and two masters of the ceremonics, Bean
Nash’sempirehaving beendivided,because
it was grown too large for the superintenda
ance of any individual : these roomis are
handsome, and lighted with splendid chan-
-deliers of cut glass, but they want that light
ornamental festive character which southernt
taste would have given them. Some sober
Englishmen in the anti-chambers were si:
Iently busied at whist, though it was noon
day,—some of them, it seems, make it the
study of their lives, and others their trade.
It is a fine place for gamblers, and for that
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species of men called fortune-hunters, a -
race of swindlers of the worst, kind, who
are happily unknown in Spain. They
make it their business to get a_wife of for«
tune, having none themselves : age, uglie
ness,.and even idiocy, being no objections.
"They usually come from Ireland, and be-
have as ill to the women whom they have
trepanned, afler marriage, as- the women
deserve for trusting them. ' It is also the
Canaan of Physici?ns ; for it abounds with
wealthy patients, many of whom will have
any. disease which- the doctor will be
pleased to find out for them : but even
Canaan may be overstocked, and, it seems,
more of Death’s advanced guard have
assembled here than can find. milk and
honey.. }

. The enormous. joints of meat whick
come to an English table are always roasted
upon a spit as long as the old-two-handed
sword * ; these spits are now turned by a.
wheel in.the chimney which the smoke,

* Estogue.
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sets in motion, but formerly by the labour-
of a dog who wastrained to runin a wheel.
There was a peculiar breed for the purpose,
called turnspits from their occupation,
long-backed and short-legged ; they are
" pow nearly extinct. The mode of teach-
ing them their business was more summary
than humane: the dog was put in the
wheel, and a burning coal with him; he
could not stop without burning his legs,
and so ‘was kept .upon the ful gallop.
These dogs were by no means fond of their
profession ; it wasindeed bard work to run
in a wheel for two or three hours, turning
a piece of meat which was twice their own.
weight. Some years ago a party of young
men at Bath hired the chairinen on a S@a
turday night to steal all the turnspits in
town, and lock them up till the following
evening. Accordingly on Sunday, when
every body has roast meat for dinner, all
the cooks were to be seen in the streets,—w
¢ Pray have you seen our Chloe?” says
ane. ¢ Why,” replies the other, « I was
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coming to ask you if you had seca our
Pompey :” up came a third, while they
were talking, to inquire for her Toby,—
and there was 8o roast meat in Bath that
‘day. .
. It is told of these dogs in this city, that
ene Sunday, when they had as wsual fol-
lowed their- mistresses to church, the les-
son for the day happened to be that chap-
ter in Ezekiel, wherein the sclf-moving
chatiots are describsd. When first the
word wheel ‘was prondunced, all the cers
pricked up their ears in alarm; wut the
second wheel they set up a doleful howls
and whea the dreaded word was wttered &
third time, every one of them scampered
" out of church as fast as ke could, with his
tail between his logs.



831

LETTER LXXV.
o —

Road from Bath to Bristol.—Cornu Am«
monis.—= Bristol.— Exchange.—Mar+
ket.—Cathedral.—The Brazen Eagle.

" ==Clifton.~— Bristol- Welh —Anecdote
of Kosciusko.

Fnou Bath-to Bristol is three leagnes~
the road crosses the river Avon by an old
bridge, and continues for some way along
its banks, or at little distance from them.

Half a league from Bath is the house
wherein Fielding is said to have written
Tom Jones ; it stands by the way side, ina
village called Twyverton, and I did not
Yook at it without respect. We had a fine .
view of the river winding under ahilt which
is covered with old trees, and has a mansion
on its brow, opposite to which, on our
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side the water, was the largest and finest
meadow I have seen in England, in which
an immense herd was feeding, as in a sa-
vannah. A little dirty town, called Keyn-
sham, stands about half way. I noticed
the Cornu-Ammonis built up in the walls
of many of the houses, or, if it happened
o be a fine specimen, placed over the
door-way, asan ornament. This, I find,
has given rise to a fabulous legend, which
says that St. Keyna, from whom the place
takes its name, resided here in a solitary
wood full of venomous serpents, and her
prayers converted them into these stones,
which still retain their shape. Beyond
this there isa fantastic building, more like
a castle than any thing else: I could nei»
ther guess for what it was intended, nor of
what it was built. It proved to be the
stables belonging to a great house on the
opposife side of the road, from which there
is a.subterranean passage, and the mates
rials were the scoria from some neigh-‘
boyring iron-works, with which I seon
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‘perceived that the walls by the road side
“werc capt : forthis it is excellentlyadapted,
‘as nothing will vegetate upon it, and it is
undecomposable by the weather. Here
.we once more approached the river, which
was now a dirty stream, flowing through
“wide banks of mud. Bristol was presently
“in sight,~—a huge city in the bottom, and
‘extending up all the adjoining hills, with
 many steeples, one of which inclines so
. much from the perpendicular, thatI should
“be sorry to live within reach of its fall,—
and theblack towers of nfany glass-houses
rolling up. black smoke. We entered
‘through a gate of modern-and mean archi-
tecture into-a street which displayed as
‘much filth; ‘and as much poverty, as I
‘have seen in-any English town. Here, for
‘the first time, T saw something like a public
“fountain, with a painted statue of Neptune
‘above it, which is as little creditable to the
“decency of the magistrates as'to the state
‘of arts in the city. The entrance into
Bristol is, hewever, ‘the worst part of 'it.
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“We crossed the bridge, where ‘there is a
fine opening, and full in view 2 modern
church and spire, so beautifully propor-
tioned, and therefore so fine, that you do
not at first perceive that the whole building
is perfectly plain and unornamented.

D. was awaiting my arrival. He had se-
.cured our places for Exeter in to-morrow’s
coach, and I lost no timc in secing what
he, as being acquainted with the place,
thought most worthy to be seen. The
exchange, a fine edifice, about half a cen-
tury old, was opposite to the inn door at
which thestage had stopped : its inclosed
square is exceedingly beautiful, more so
than any thing of the kind which I have
seen elsewhere :—yet, it seems, thecitizens
choose to assemble in the street, in front,
‘Wwhere some friend to the city, in old times,
‘evected four brazen tables, on which his
town’s-folk might count out “their money
in their public dealings. On one of these
aman wus selling newspapers, on another
a cage of goldfinches was expesed to sals.
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Behind the exchange is the market, which
is even finer than that of Bath. It con-
tains three market-houses, to which cheese,
butter, pork, poultry, &c. are brought by
women from the country. The shambles
stand in another part; and another isap-
propriated for vegetables, secured from the
weather by a range of slated sheds. I ne.
ver saw, even at a fair, a busier or more
crowded scene, and every thing was going
on with that order and dispatch which
characterize this extraordinary nation.

. 'We crossed a wooden draw-bridge over
the bed of a river, where the ships were
lying on abed of mud, and the water was
not wider than a common street gutter: it
was full of small craft; the view on one
side extended down the river into the coun-
tey : there was the bustle of business along
the quays and in the stieets; one church
tower of singular beauty was in sight, and
the whole scene was fine and remembet-
able. Thecathedralstands in a place with
old treesin front; it is a peor building,—
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-excepting Chester, the least interesting in
.England. The entrance isdisfigured by a
door-way in the very worst style of modern
architecture. A fine cross, which formerly
stood in the square, has been sold by the
.corporation to a gentleman, who has re-
erected it at his country-scat, and thus
.rescued it from ddstruction! This was
about thirty years ago; the person who
told me this, said he did not remember it,
.but had often in his childhood: eaten it in
gingerbread. Instead of ascending, you
" descend into this church, by several steps ;
the pavement is therefore necessarily damp,
" -and, what is truly abominable, stinks of
.the abominations which are, in contempt
of all decency, commilted against the
-doors, and find their way down.

It is, as I have elsewhere mentioned, a
partof the service of the English Church
to read a portion of the Scriptures, one

. chapter from the Old Testament, and ano-
~.ther from the New. In common pare-
. chial churches, the whole of the service is

)
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performed by the officiating priest, arid he
does this in his desk : but, in cathedrals,
one of the minor priests takes this part of
the duty, and performs it in the middle of -
the choir : here the bible is usually placed
apon the outspread wings of a brazen
eagle, the handsomest of all their church
omaments. Such an eagle they had in
this cathedral, and a remarkably handsome
one it was; bat last year the dean and
chapter thought proper to sell it, for the
sake of applying the paltry sum which it
would produce as old brass in ornaments
for the altar.—So the eagle went as the
cross had gone before it. There happened
to be-a man in the city whose humour it
is to atiend service whenever it is pers
formed in this cathedral: on week days
this is considered by the priests as a mere
niatter of form ; and having few or none to
attend them, they omit parts of the litur-
gy, and hurry over the rest, to get through
" their task as speedily as possible. During
“many years it had been the main business
VOL. 111, Q
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of this person to watch them, and endea-
vour to bring them to a sense of their duty ;
for which purpose he wrote to them when-
“ever he found them offending, and also to
the dean and to the bishop, calling upon
them to interfere, and see that the service of
the church was duly performed. Hemissed
the eagle, inquired for it, traced it to the
brazicr’s, and rescued it from the fur-
nace. Here was a”fine subject for his
zeal | He wrote a circular letter to all the
bishops, of which they took no notice;
offered the eagle again to the cathedral at
the price which he had paid for it, which
they refused, being, as might have been
expected, obstinate in their misconduct—
and lastly put it up to sale *, in the hope
that it might be purchased for some other
church, and not utterly desecrated. What
has been its fate I know not; but it seems

* As the notice for this sale is no¢ less curious than
" the occasion, I have transcribed it from the city news-

paper. ‘One of the many conveniencies attending.the
English coffee-houses is, that themewspapers are regu-

»
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that the respect which the English pay to
their cathedrals is confined to the buildings,

larly filed in them, so ‘that ‘they may always be re-
ferred to :— g

THE EAGLE,
~ FROM THE BRISTOL CATHEDRAL,

) TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION,
At the Exchange Coffee-room, in this City,
Oa Thursday, the 2d of September, 1802, between the
hours of one and two o’clock in the afternoon,
(unless previously disposed of by private ¢bntract,)
- A BEAUTIFUL
BRAZEN SPREAD EAGLE,
. With a Ledge at the Tail,
Standing on a brass pedestal, -
Supported by four lions, one at each corner.
This elegant piece of wof'kmmhip was sold, last
June, by the dean and chapter of the cathedral church
of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, of Bristol, or "
their agents or servants, as old brass, and weighed
6 cwt. 201b. or 6921b. and bas since been purchased
at an advanced price, by anative of this city, in order
to prevent it being broken up, and to glve the inha-
bitants a chance of buying it.
Q2
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and does rot extend to any thing in them.
At one time all the monemental® figares

It was given to the cathedral, in the reignof Charles
IL by one of the prebendaries, who had been there
40 years ; and is supposed, by the following Latin in-
scription, (which wae engraved ou the pillar or pedes-
tal,) to have stood in the choir 119 years:

¢« Ex Dono Georgij Wiliiamson, S. T. B." Hujus
Ecclesiee Calhedhlin BristoH : Vice-Decani, 1683 »

' That is, -

w 'l‘be Gift of George Williamson, Bachelor of
Divisity, Sub-Dcau- of tth Cathedrat Church of Bris-
tol, 1683.” . . ,

The whole of the: imeﬁqmcn' except the ﬁgureo
1683, has heen takén off the pedestal, without the
conserit of the bayer ; -which he bas since had re-en-
graved. :

Thie piece of antiquity, which is of thé mestex-
quisite shape, is made of the best and purust beass,
apd wel worth the attention of minsfors antd clisyeh-
wardens, or any gestlernan or lady who would wish to
miake a preseat.of it to their parish church: traders,
aleoy to foreign parts, may find it worth their witile
to purchase, as ¢ like epporiumity may mever offer

Such a bandsome bird wowld be, & i Nes bitharte
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and inscriptions were cut in brass : ~—a large
coblection of these, which were taken up
from another cathedral while it was re-
paired, have gone the way of the eagle,
.and been cast into canddesticks and warm-
ing-pans.
" . The monuments in the church are nu-
wcrons; that nearest the entrance is the
fingst andl the most remarkable, as being
Mirs. Draper’s, the Eliza of Sterne and of

Deen, a very great erndment to the middie aide of a
ehurch, It for many years stood in the choir of the
Bristol cathedral, and: upheld with ilswings the Sacred
Truths of the Blessed Gaspel. The minor-canone
formerly read the lessons on it, and in most cathedrals
the custom is kept up to this day.

This superb image is mow at King-street Hall,
and may be inspeciad three dny: previous to the day
of sale.

N. B. The purchaser o&'erod, previous to any 8d-
wertisement, to re-sell the eagle at the price he paid
for it, provided it were replaced in the choir ; which
offer was rejected, ' .
THOMAS KIFT, Broxer.
Q3
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the Abbé Raynal. The rhapsody about
her, in the latter’s work, is as excellent &
specimen of every thing that is absurd, as
it would be easy to find even in his His-
toire Philosophique. Some parts of the ar-
chitecture are beautiful in their kind. At
a little distance from the church is a Saxon
gateway : the upper part is in admirable
preservation—the bottom has been cor-
roded by a practice as indecent as it is sa-
crilegious—the more to be regretted, as
thisis one of the finest specimens of the
style. ' C
- The views in the neighbourhood of tliis
city are singularly pleasing. The adjoin-
ing village of Clifton was once the most
beautiful village in England, and may
now be said to be the finest suburb. Here .
too, as well as at Bath, is the dismal sight
of streets and crescents which have never
been finished, the most dolorous of all
ruins. It stands upon a hill above the
river, which runs between high rocks and
a hanging wood ; a scene truly magnifis
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cent, and wanting nothing but clearer
water ; the stream consists of liquid mud,
and the banks are hideous unless the tide
be full, for the tide rises here not less than
forty English feet. The beauty of this
scene is yearly diminishing; the rocks
which formerly rose so immediately from
the river side, as only to allow room for
a path, are used as quarries. Tle people
« of Bristol seem to sell every thing that can
besold. They sold their cross,—by what
species of weight or measurement I know
not,—they sold their cagle by the pound,
. and here they are selling the sublime and
beautiful by the boat-load! One grand
crag which has been left untouched shows
what mischief has already been -done.
There is a cavern near the summit of this,
of which the arch appeared remarkably
fine as we looked up to it from the side of
the river.
I tasted their famous medicinal water
which rises at the foot of these rocks ; it
“is tepid, and so completely without any
Q4
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medicinal flavour, as to be excellent water.
In cases of diabetes it possesses some vir-
tue; for consumption, which it is usually
prescribed for, none whatsoever. Severad
unhappy patients, who had been sent here
to die at a distance from heme, were crawl-
ing out upon the parade as if to take their
last gasp of sunshine.. It was shocking te
see them, and it is shocking to hear how
thoroughly the people here regard death as
a matter of trade. The same persons who
keep the hotels furnish the funerals ; enter-
fain patients while they are living, and
then, that they may accommodate them
all through, bury them when they die.
There came here a young man frem the
North,dying, with hissister to attend him.
The disease sometimes, when it assumes
its gentlest form, seems to terminate sud-
denly ; and one morning, when the sister
rose to breakfast and inquired for him, she
found he was dead. He had expired du-
ring the night ; the people of the housesaid
they thought they might as well not dis-
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urb her, so they had laid out the body,
dressed it in the shroud, measnred it for the
coffin, anil given all the orders—to lake’
all trouble off ber hands. You will think
it scarcely possible that this scene of dis-
ease and death should be a place of amuse-
ment, where idlers of fashion gesort t¢
spend the sunmer, miagle in the pump-
room and in the walks with the dying, and
bave their card~parties and dances within
hearing of every passing hell.

Half a century ago Bristol was in size
ihe second city in  England. Manchester
now holds that rank, and several other
towns have outstripped it in population. -
There is less mercantile enterprise here
thanin any other trading Englishcity : like -
the old Italians, the Bristol merchants go -
on in the track of their fathers, and, sne--
-cepding to enormous fortunes, find the re- -
gular profits so great that they have no
teniptationto deyiate from the beaten way. -
The port is therefore yielding its foreign .
#rade to bolder competitors ; but it will al--

. Qb
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ways remain the centre of a great com-
merce with the Welsh coast, with Ireland,
and all those inland counties whlch com-
municate” with the Severn, a river navi-
gable into the very heart of the kingdom.
There is in the streets nothing like the
bustle of London, nor like the business of
Liverpool on the quays. The Quay, how-
ever, is still a busy as well as a striking
scene, and remains a noble monument of
the old citizens, who made it in the thir-
teenth century. On one side, theshipping,
the bridges, the church towers, and the
neighbouring hill, which overlooks the
town of which it now makes a part, form
a fine picture. On the other, there is the
cathedral with the old trees in its front,and
the distant country. A third view has a
wider foreground with cranes and trees,
and piles of goods intermingled, shipping
of larger size, a fine row of houses upon
a high terrace on the opposite side, and
apart from them the Church of St. Mary
Redclift, which is the finest parochial
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.church in the kingdom, and is indeed far
more beautiful than the cathedral. It is
remarkable also, on thisaccount, that it is
the place wherein certain poems were said
to have been found, attributed to a priest
in the fifteenth century, which have occa-
sioned as great a controversy as the Gra-
nada Relicks,and with as little reason, It
is now admitted that they were the. pro-
duction of Chatterton, the son of the sex-
ton of the church, who poisoned himself
at the age of eighteen, and is considered
by the English as the most extraordinary
genius that has ever appeared among
them. : ' :
A few years ago, when Kosciusko came
to this city on'his way to America,
great marks of honour were shown him;
and many presents made him, both by
the municipality, and by individuals.—
Among others, an honestgingerbread-baker
thought, as he was going to sea, nothing
could be more acceptable to him than-a
neble plum-cake for the voyage: he made
: Q06 .
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him the very best which could be made,

and a valiant one it was. It was as big
as he could carry; andon the tep, which.
was as usual covered with aorust of sugar,
was written in coloured sugar-plums—To
the gallant Kosciuske. With this burthen
the good man proceeded to the houseof the
American consul, where Kosciusko was
lodged, and inquired for the general. He
was told that he was lying on the sofa (for
his wounds wezxe not at that time healed),
and was too much fatigued and too uawell
to sec any one. “ Oh !’ said the ginger-
bread-baker, ¢ he wo’nt be angry at seeing:
me, I warrant, so show me the way up;

and pushing the servant forward, he fol-
Jowed him up-stairs into the room. When
however he saw the great man whom he
was come to homour, lying on a couch,
with his countenance pale, painful, and
emaciated, yet fall of benevolence, the
sight overpowered him ; he put down his.
cake, burst into tears like a child, and ran
* eutof the room without speaking p single
word.
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Having set out on my return, a natural
impatience hurries me forward. I should
else regret that I have not procured letters
to Bristol, and allowed myself sufficient
time to see thoroughly a city which con-
tains many interesting objects of curiosity,
and of which the vicinity is soexceedingly
heantiful.

N
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Journey from Bristolto Plymouth.—Ad-
vantages whichthe Army enjoys more
than the Naty.—Sailors.~Journey to
Falmouth.

WE took our seats on the coach roof at
five in the morning, and before we got out
of the city received positive and painful
proof that the streets of Bristol are worse
paved than those of any other city in Eng-
land. The road passes by the church of
St. Mary Redclift, which is indeed won-
derfully fine; itis built uponbroken ground,
and there are steps ascending to it in seve-
ral directions. I remember nothing equal
to theeffect which this produces. Women
‘were filling their pitchers below it from a

\
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fountain, the water of which passes through
the cemetery !—The houses formed a con-
tinued street for nearly halfaleague; then
the views became very striking : behind us
was the city, on one side the rocks of Clif- -
ton, and as we advanced, we came in sight
of the Bristol Channel. We breakfasted
five leagues on the way at Cross, a little
village of inns; and then entered upon the
marshes, the greatgrazing country of these
parts.

- Our next stage was to Bridgewater,
where we crossed the Parrot by a hideous
ironbridge. This river is remarkable, be-
cause the tide, instead of rising gradually,
flows in in a head,—a phanomenon of
which no satisfactory explanation has yet
been discovered. From hence we proceed-
ed to Tauaton.through a tract of country
which for its fertility and beauty is the
hoast of the island. ¢¢ Ah, sir,” said a
countryman who was on the coach beside
us, and heard us admiring it, ¢ we have
asaying about these western parts,

-
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¢ Comwall’s as ugly-as ugly can be

" Devonshire’s beiter certainly -
But Somerseishire is the best of the three,
And Somersetshire is the country for me.”

Taunion is a singularly pretty town,
with a charch of uncommon beauty. It
was the great scene of cruelty after Mon-
moutk’s insurrection against his uncle
James II., the greater number of the insur-
gents being of this county. One of the pri-
soners who was noted for being fleet of
foot, was promised his life, if he would en-
tertain Kirke the general with a display of
his speed. He stripped himsclf naked'; one
end of a rope was fastened round his neck,
the other round the neck of a horie, and
they ran halfa mile together, the horse go-
ing full speed. When the general had
been sufficiently amused, and had gratified
his curiosity, he sent the man to be hanged.
Judge Jefferies, whose name is become pro-
verbially infamous, went round to finish
his work, and condemn all whom the

soldiers had spared. The rebel peasgniry
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were hanged up by scores, their quarters
boiled in pitch, and set up in the streets
and highways. James would not perhaps
so easily have lost his crown, if he had not
alienated the hearts of the people by these
merciless executions. Kirke escaped all
.other earthly punishment thaa that of hav-
ing his name handed dows from father to
son for everlasting execration, by abandon~
ing the master whom he had served so
wickedly, and jeining ‘William. The
judge received a part of his reward in this
world: after the flight of the king, he at-
tempted to escape in sailor’s clothes, and
the mob discovered him. They were pre-
vented from pulling him to pieces upon the
spot, but before he was rescued they had
so handled him that he just lived to be
three days in dying. Popular fury has,
like lightning, more frequently struck the
innocent than the guilty ; but when it does
strike the guilty it comes like lightning, as
God’s own vengeance, and leaves behind
a more holy and wholesorne awe, than any
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- legal execution, how solemn soever it be
made. .

After dinner we advanced a league and
half to Wellingtan, where I saw a fine lad
who had lost both legs by the frost in
1798,—a melancholy proof of the severity
of the climate, even in the mildest part of
England. Collumpton,a poorer and smaller
town, is three leagues farther, and another
stage of the same length brought me once
more to Exeter.

LR R R R B J

‘Whoever has once travelled the straight

" road from Exeter to Falmouth will have

no inclination to travel it again. Plymouth
lay about ten leagues out of the way, and
it would always have been a subject of re-
gret to me if I had not now lengthened
my journey for the sake of seeing so fa-
mous a place. The stage was full : luckily
a naval officer was inquiring for a place at
the same time, so we took chaise toge-
ther.

.

’
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Chudleigh was the first stage: about
three hundred French prisoners were
crowded hcre into a temporary prison,
on their way to Bristol. We saw them
looking through some wooden bars at
.what was passing. Ashburton the. next.
Devonshire is certainly a fine country,
but by no means deserving of the enco-
miums which are passed upon it; those
travellers who praise it so highly must
either have come from Cornwall, or
have slept through Somerseishire. Its
rivers indeed are beautiful, clear, vocal,
stony streams, with old bridges dangerously
narrow,and angles in them, likethe corners
of an English mince pie, for the foot-pas-
senger to take shelter in. From Ashbur-
ton we reached Ivy Bridge by another casy
stage: thisis a very celebrated spot for
its picturesque beauty, but why it should
be sp- would be difticult to say.—A com-
mon little bridge, over a beautiful brook,
which runs down a little glen, on. the
banks of which are fown-looking houses
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instead of cottages,~that kind of scene,
of which, if you bad never heard of it, you
would just say. it is pretty,—but which, if
it bas been previously praised, cannot but
be seen with disappointment.

From hence to Plymouth was 11 miles,
the latter part through a beautiful country.
There are two distinct towns here, Ply-
~ mouth and Plymouth Dock, connected by
a causey, and both places as ugly as can
well be imagined. They are so called from
the river Plym, which rises in the Devon-
shire hills ; and, as an English author says,
baptizing Plymston and Plymstock by
the way, empties itself here into the sea,
I knew not whether there be any more ine
teresting anecdote connected with the
neighbourhood than the story of a deg,
who daily carried food to an old blind
mastiff which lay hid in a thicket without
the town, regularly on Sundays conveyed
him to his master’s house to dinuer, and as
regularly afterwards escorted him back te
his covert..

.

-
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1 conld net see the docks.—This jea-
lousy on the part of Government I could -
got blame, theugh it deprived me of some
gratification. . The streets are swarming -
with sailors. - This extraordinary race of
men hold the soldiers in utter .contempt,
which, with their characteristic force, they
express by thisscale of comparison,— Mess-
mate before ship-mate, ship-mate before
a stranger, a stranger before a dog, and a
dog before a sotdier.

There arc however some things, as I

_ learnt from "our fellow-traveller, in which
the army enjoy advantages which are not
extended to the navy. ‘Wherever the sol-
-diers go, each regiment takes with it its
paymaster ; but sailors and marines are
never paid any where except in England,
however long they may be absent. Upon
the marines this is particularly hard, as
there is a practice of drafting them out
-of vessels which are going home into those
which are to renmin upon the foreign sta-
tion. This is done to keep up the com-
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plement, because no men are forced into
this, as they are into the navy service, and
no addition is made to it abroad, unless
any prisoners should enter, which the
Dutch soldiers frequently do. ¢ I knew,”
said this officer, ‘a private marine who
had been nine years on a foreign station,
and never réceived one farthingof pay ; and
he would have been drafted again into ano-
. ther shipstill to remain there, if the captain
had not stated to the commander-in-chief
that he was quite blind at night, a com~
mon disease within the tropics.”” This is
one reason why so many men in those
seas desert from the English ships to the
American. .

If a regiment loses its baggage, the
officers are allowed a sum for it in pro-
portion to their rank’; and the allowance
is so liberal, that in many instances their
loss is a great gain. No such indulgence
is granted in the navy, though there is
more cause for it, the baggage of a navy
officer being far more valuable. The

\
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ship is his house and home; it is not
with him merely the loss of a travelling
portmanteau ; he has his books, his charts,
his instruments, and his cabin farniture,
and it would require many years of ceco-
nomy before these could be replaced from
the savings of his pay.

- In another instance the English are
strangely parsimonous to theirnavy. Other
nations supply their men of war with
charts, made for the express purpose; but
when an English ship is ordered abroad, it
not unfrequently happens, that no good
charts of the place where it is going are on’
board, and the master is obliged to buy
such as he can find, and such as he can af-
ford. Neither are time-pieces provided
for ships of war; though few valuable
merchantmen are without- them.—This
is strange parsimony in so enlightened a
government ;—assuredly it ought to pro-
vide every thing which is nec&ssary for
_ the ship’s safety.

- The organization of this tremendous
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Ravy is a sabject of great interest to other
maritime pewers. No person ecan receive
a commissien till he has passed six years
- in actual service as a midshipman, and
gonethrough an examination before a board
of officers in London; who certainly reject
him, if he is not well acquainted with his
duty. Oflate yearssuch prodigious glory
Ieas been obtained in the English navy, and .
such large fortunes rapidly accamulated,
that the higher classes destine their chil
@&entothis profession, which was forrerly
left almost wholly te the people, and have
well nigh monopolized it. This is not
detrimental to the service in any other way
than that they are appointed to a command
at too early an age. 'The severe education
which is required, and never dispensed |
with, makes them necessarily understand -
their profession, and gives them, whatever
may have been their former habits of life,
the true sailor character. Hence it is that
they are so infinitely supetior to the army
officers, who arc i gemeral ignorant of
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any thing more than the common routine
of the parade.

. After the midshipman has passed his ex+
ammatmn, if he has any interest, (without
which nothing is now to be obtained in
‘England,) he is made lientenant ; from this
rank he may at any time be promoted to
that of commander, or of post-captain,
without the intermediate step. The post-
captains become admirals acoording to se-
piority. This system of seniority ought to
be reversed, to hold .good .in the.inferior
steps, and not abovethem. It should seem
more equitable, and more wise, that every
officer shonld be sure of reaching the rank
of commapder, hecanse, having passed: his
Youth in the service, the nation owes him
the jmeans of a comfortable subsistence in
his age. On the other band, admirals
should be chesen from those only of dis-
tinguished ability.

. Every body regrets ﬂ:enecessxty of ime
pressing men for the navy. _I have seen

VOL, 111, B
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it asserted, that when Lord Keppel was at .
the head of the Admiralty, it was offigially
calculated and ascertained, that every prest
man cost above 100/. such was the expense
of press-gangs, cutters, tenders, &c. Sure-
ly, if this statement approached even to
truth, the evil would have been remedied.

. Voltaire has the merit of having disco-
vered the physical cause of the superiority
of the English at sea. The natives of the
Sputh of Europe navigate smooth seas,—
those of the North are frozen up during:
 winter; but the English seas are open all
the year, and are navigated in long dark:
stormy "nights, when nothing.but great
skill and incessant exertion can preserve
the vessel. Hence arises a degree of con--
fidence in their sailors, which -is almost
incredible; the greater the danger, the
greater is their activity : instead of shrinke’
ing from toil, every man is at his post ;—
baving o faith, in miracles for'their deli-
verance, they almost work miracles to de=
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lver themselves, and, instead of prepar-
ing for death, strain every sinew to avoid

"it. Added to this confidence, they have
also in war that which arises from constant
success. The English sailor feels that he
is master of the seas. - Whatever he sees
is to do him homage. He-is always on the
look-out, not with the fear of an enemy be-
fore his eyes, butlike a strong pirate with
the hope of gain; and when going into
action, with an ‘equal, or'even a superior
force, he calculates his profits as certainly
as if the enemy were already taken.—
¢« There,” said the master of a frigate,
when the captain did not choose to engage
a superior French force, because he had a
oonvoy in charge—*¢ There,” said he with"
a groan, ‘there’s seven hundred pounds
lost to me for ever.”'—As for fear, it is not’
in their nature. One of these men went to-
see a juggler exhibit his tricks : therehap--
pened to be a quantity of gun-powder in
the apartment underneath,’ which took

R2 ’
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fire and blew up the house. 'The sailor
was thrown into a garden behind, whers
he f¢ll without being hurt-—He stretched
his arms and legs, got up, shook himself;.
rubbed: his eyes, and then cried out,—con-
cciving what had happened. to be only &
part of the “performance, and perfectiy
willing to go through the whole,—¢ D—n. .
the fellow, I wonder what the devil he'H
4o next t”’
.  ZEE X" '

_A slow and uncomfortable stage-coech
carried us from Tor-poiat, which is on the
western side of Plymouth harbour, to Fai-
mouth, through the towns of . Liskeard,
Lostwithiel, a pretty place with its slated:
roofs and its singular charch tower, St.
Austel, and Truro. We .are now at the
same inn and in the same reom in which
I was lodged with J. on our arrival. Ihad

then the delightful and stirring pleasure
" of expectation ; I have now a deeper joy
in the hope of saen seiling foot in my own
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country, and being welcomed in my fa.
ther’s house. But I have left dear friends
~ whom I shall never behold again, and am
departing from a land in which I have en~
Joyed as much happiness as man can pos-
sibly enjoy in any other state than that
of domestic tranquillity.

THE END.

" Printed by C. Mercier and Co. King's Head Court, .
St. Paul’s Church Yard.
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